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Plan on to waive toll
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terminals are under the RHD. Vehicles,
including private ambulances, have
to pay toll for using those. The
BIWTC runs five ferry terminals,
and two bridges are under the BBA
where all sorts of vehicles, including
government and private ambulances,
are charged.

The RTHD sent copies of the letter
to secretaries of health services and
medical education and family welfare
divisions of the health ministry on
December 1, but did not get any
response as of December 18.

Following a directive from Road
Transportand Bridges Minister Obaidul
Quader, the RTHD on October 10
wrote to the finance ministry seeking
its consent to keep ambulance, like fire
service vehicle, outside the purview of
the toll. The finance ministry approved
the proposal last month.

According to Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority (BRTA), some
6,254 ambulances were registered
with it until November.

However, Dhaka  Mohanagar
Ambulance Malik Somobay Samity
Ltd, a Dhaka-based organisation of
ambulance owners, says over 8,500
private ambulances are now in
operation, meaning many of them do
not have registration as ambulances.

“We have been demanding for this
benefit | toll free|] for around two
years, and the authorities have finally
taken the step. We welcomed it,” said

Soriful Alam Mehdi, adviser of the
organisation.

With 351 members, the organisation
has some 1,500 ambulances, which
provide people with service under
999, a toll-free national emergency
helpline run by the police.
UNCERTAINTY OVER BENEFIT
In absence of any guideline, private
ambulances are charging people
as they like, and even unregistered
ambulances are in operation in
rural areas, said Soriful, who also
works for rights body Bangladesh
Manobadhikar Bastabayan Sangstha.

The authorities should
immediately fix the fares for each type
of ambulance under a guideline, he
said. “Otherwise, people may not get
the expected benefit.”

Alamgir Hossain, president of the
Somobay Samity, said apart from the
RHD establishments, they had to pay
toll for bridges like Bangabandhu
bridge under the BBA and ferries run
by the BIWTC.

He said they normally took Tk
9,000 to Tk 10,000 for a round trip
from Dhaka to Barishal as they were
charged Tk 2,500 toll.

Alamgir added that apart from
paying Tk 860 for crossing the Padma
by ferry, they had been charged toll
at four points for bridges on the
Buriganga, Dhaleshwari, Arial Kha,
Sandhya, and Sugandha rivers. They
had to spend Tk 500 for using the
Bangabandhu bridge.

Private ambulances and hearses are
the only transports to take patients or
bodies outside Dhaka as ambulances
of government hospitals could carry
patients within the capital. But
government ambulances of other
districts could take patients to Dhaka,
he added.

The number of ambulances
of government hospitals is very
inadequate.

Take Dhaka Medical College

Hospital as an example, the country’s
largest public hospital deals with
more than 4,000 patients daily. It has
only eight ambulances, four of which
are old. The DMCH takes Tk 300 for
a round trip within Dhaka, said Nasir
Uddin, DMCH assistant director
(administration).

Alamgir said patients and their
families would not get the expected
benefit if toll for all bridges and ferries
were not waived.

Aminul Hasan, director (hospital)
of Directorate General of Health
Services, said private ambulances do
not need any permission from the
directorate for their operations.

A guideline for  operating
ambulance is being prepared, he
told The Daily Star on December 9.
He, however, could not say when
they would be able to complete the
guideline. Asked about the RTHD's
step, he said they were not aware of it.

‘T want an immediate trial!’
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completed its business until January.

Trump seized on the uncertainty
to attack House Democrats for
seeking to demand key witnesses or
dictate how McConnell should run
the process.

“I want an immediate trial!” he
boomed on Twitter.

Trump is charged with abuse of
office and obstruction of Congress
but Democrats, who led the three-
month House investigation, are
threatening to delay sending the
articles of impeachment to the Senate
until they are reassured the process
will be fair.

“I got Impeached last night
without one Republican vote being
cast with the Do Nothing Dems on
their continuation of the greatest
Witch Hunt in American history,”
Trump tweeted.

“Now the Do Nothing Party want
to Do Nothing with the Articles & not
deliver them to the Senate, but it's
Senate’s call!”

Trump, the third president in US
history to be impeached, suggested
that the Democrats would “lose
by default” if they decided not to
show up at a date determined by the
Senate.

The House voted along party
lines Wednesday to charge Trump
with abuse of power for pressuring
Ukraine’s president to investigate his
potential White House challenger
in 2020, the veteran Democrat Joe

of the congressional probe into his
Ukraine dealings.

The vote leaves a permanent stain
on Trump’s legacy -- one that he
appeared determined to mask with
acquittal by the Senate.

At the White House Trump
welcomed one of the two Democrats
who voted against impeachment,
congressman Jeff Van Drew, who
announced he was switching parties
to join the Republicans.

“You know what? It's a phony
deal and they cheapen the word
‘impeachment,” Trump said.

“That should never again happen
to another president.”

The Senate Republicans have a
53-47 majority that makes the math
for clearing Trump straightforward
-- conviction and removal would
require a two-thirds guilty vote on
either charge.

The House must formally transmit
the articles of impeachment to the
Senate for the case to be taken up
there.

But House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
balked at immediately transmitting
them, saying she wants to understand
what the parameters of the trial will
be before naming House managers
who will prosecute the case before
the senators.

Minutes after Wednesday’s vote,
Democrats began pushing for four
current and former White House
aides with direct knowledge of
Trump's Ukraine dealings to testify.

at trial would bolster the case for
conviction.

In a floor speech Thursday,
McConnell ridiculed the witness
demand and the evidence used as the
basis for the impeachment articles.

He accused Democrats of a
“partisan crusade” and said they
had conducted the “most rushed,
the least thorough and most unfair
impeachment inquiry in modern
history.”

No two impeachments are quite
the same, but Trump was charged
84 days after Pelosi announced the
inquiry.

Lawmakers voted to send Bill
Clinton to a Senate trial 72 days after
the inquiry was authorized while
Richard Nixon resigned 183 days into
his impeachment.

Andrew Johnson’s impeachment
in 1868 took less than a week,
although it is generally held up as the
most frivolous.

McConnell, who has substantial
power in planning the Senate trial
this time around, urged fellow jurors
to exonerate Trump.

“The Senate must put this right.
There is only one outcome that is
suited to the paucity of evidence, the
failed inquiry, the slapdash case,” he
said.

But top Senate Democrat Chuck
Schumer blasted him for prejudging
the case and rejecting the call for
witnesses.

“Is the president’s case so weak
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Tomorrow could be brighter
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The lowest temperature was recorded
at 8.4 degrees Celsius in Chuadanga
yesterday, while it was 7.9 degrees
Celsius at the same district on
Thursday, he said.

Yesterday’s lowest temperature
was 9.8 degrees Celsius in Rajshahi,
9 degrees Celsius in Jessore, and 10
degrees Celsius in Lalmonirhat.

In Dhaka, the BMD yesterday
recorded minimum temperature at
13.4 degrees Celsius, while maximum
temperature was 16.2 degrees Celsius.

“Actually, the weather may start to be
normal if we see sunlight,” said Bazlur
Rashid, another meteorologist at BMD.

In its forecast for the next 24 hours
from 9:00am yesterday, the Met office
said weather might remain dry with
partly cloudy sky over the country.

The mild cold wave sweeping over
the areas of Rajshahi, Jashore, and
Chuadanga may continue. Night and
day temperature may remain nearly
unchanged over the country.

The severity of cold is higher this
year than that of previous years as

the cold wave from the Himalayan
side is sweeping through the northern
region, according to the Tentulia Met
office.

Our Lalmonirhat correspondent
reports that the bone-chilling cold
spell severely affected the people’s
day-to-day activities.

Due to dense fog, vehicles were
moving slowly in the district town,
using headlights.

In Dinajpur, poor people are the
ultimate sufferer from the chilling
cold.

“It is hard to stay outside due to
the bone-shivering cold accompanied
by high winds,” reports our district
correspondent, quoting Rabiul Islam,
a rickshaw puller of Rangpur city.

He wurged the government to
distribute warm clothes among the
poor.

Ashraful Islam, a microbus driver
in Dinajpur’s Birganj upazila, said he
made a round trip to Banglabandha
in Panchagarh yesterday, using
headlights due to dense fog. “This
foggy weather may cause accident

anytime anywhere.”

Mahmudul Alam, deputy
commissioner of Dinajpur, said
around 100,000 pieces of warm
clothes had already been distributed
in this district.

Boy
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Another child, Anastasia Radzinskaya,
five, came in third place with earnings
of $18 million.

Radzinskaya, who was born in
southern Russia and has cerebral palsy,
appears in videos with her father.

According to Forbes, she has 107
million subscribers across seven
channels and her videos have been
watched 42 billion times.

One of her most successful videos
was filmed on a trip to a petting zoo,
where she and her dad danced to
“Baby Shark.”

Dude Perfect -- a group of five
friends in their thirties who play
sports and perform stunts -- came in
second place, earning $20 million.

WANTED

UNIVERSITY OF DHAKA: Applications in
prescribed form obtainable from the Office of the
Registrar, are invited from the Bangladeshi
nationals for filling up 2 (two) permanent posts of
Associate Professor in the Institute of Nutrition
and Food Science in the pay scale of Tk 50,000/-
71,200/- respectively.

QUALFICATIONS FOR ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR: Candidates must have high
academic qualifications preferably a Ph.D. or
equivalent degree in Nutrition & Food Science.
They should have at least 7 (seven) years
teaching and research experiences in a
University or an Institute of advanced research.
They should have original 7 (seven) researches
published in recognized research journals.
Experience and performance as a teacher as
well as significant contribution to different areas
of University activities especially in guiding the
overall educational and co-curricular activities of
the students will also be treated as qualification.
Candidates must have Nutriton and Food
Science in Master’'s Degree. In special cases the
condition of period of experience may be
relaxed.

Eleven copies of application together with
attested copies of certificates, testimonials,
grade sheets/mark-sheets and proof of
experience along with a Pay Order/Bank Draft of
the value of Tk 1000 (one thousand) only,
payable to the Registrar. All applications should
reach the Office of the Director, Institute of
Nutrition and Food Science, University of Dhaka

| e s |

UNIVERSITY OF DHAKA: Applications in
prescribed form obtainable from the Office of the
Registrar, are invited from the Bangladeshi
nationals for filling up 2 (two) permanent posts of
Assistant Professor in the Institute of Nutrition
and Food Science in the pay scale of Tk 35,500-
67,010/~ (Gr-6) respectively.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR: Candidates must have minimum
first class/in case of CGPA 3.50 out of 4.00 in
Honours and Master's degree in Nutrition and
Food Science or equivalent degree from foreign
university with first divisions or in case of
GPA/CGPA 4.25 out of 5.00 in S.S.C & H.S.C.
examinations. They should have at least 3
(three) years of teaching and research
experience in a university together with 3 (three)
research publications in standard joumnals. The
above requirements may be relaxed in case of
those who have Ph.D. degree. Experience and
performance as a teacher as well as significant
contribution to different areas of university
activities specially in guiding the overall
educational and co-curricular activities of the
students will also be treated as qualifications.

Eight copies of application together with attested
copies of certificates, testimonials, grade
sheets/mark-sheets and proof of experience
along with a Pay Order/Bank Draft of the value of
Tk 750/- (seven hundred fifty) only, payable to
the Registrar. All applications should reach the
Office of the Director, Institute of Nutrition and
Food Science, University of Dhaka on or before
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