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He said they are removing water hyacinth 
from the ponds.

The DNCC mayor also claimed that 
the city corporation has initiated a crash 
programme to kill adult mosquitoes.

“We hope the situation is better 
compared to that of the same time last 
year. We’re also positive that we’ll be able 
to bring things under control this time,” he 
said.

The mayor said 632 mosquito breeding 
hotspots were identified in DNCC areas 
and they have started work to destroy 
those.

Entomologists will monitor the spots 
after the drive, he said.

“We are following entomologists’ 
suggestions to control the rising mosquito 
population,” Atiqul said.

He said they will submit an integrated 
vector management project to the ministry 
concerned by December 20.

Dhaka South City Corporation (DSCC) 
Mayor Sayeed Khokon said they have 

submitted their project proposal around 
one month back.

“We’ll be able to take effective measures 
after getting approval of the project but at 
the moment, we’re doing routine work,” he 
said.

Dr Manzur Chowdhury, an entomologist 
and former president of Geological Society 
of Bangladesh, said mosquito control 
activities are supervised directly by ward 
councillors in DNCC areas but many 
councillors are absent. 

He said there are problems in the chain 
of command and line of communication 
which need to be resolved.

Dr Manzur also said they have formed 
a team of entomologists who will identify 
the hotspots of culex mosquitoes.

DNCC will have to destroy the early 
population in the hotspots but it could not 
start the work on time because of which the 
number of culex has gone up.

But DNCC is trying hard to bring culex 
mosquito population under control, he 
said.
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Hamid said it is also true that sometimes hospitals lack 
skilled manpower to use such equipment. 

“As a result, public money is being wasted… this also 
deprives patients of desired services,” he added.

He urged the authorities concerned to look into the 
matter seriously.  

The president also mentioned that it is important to 
ensure transparency and accountability in procurement of 
medical equipment.

“Do not overlook the contributions of the masses 
alongside your parents and neighbours...” he said.

Mentioning that cardiac disease is one of the major 
causes of deaths in Bangladesh and its prevalence is 
increasing day by day, the president said it is important 
to make people aware of the causes of the disease and its 
prevention.

He also stressed the need for focusing on prevention, as 
the treatment of heart disease is expensive.   

He said the deliberations at Bangla Cardio-2019 will 
be an excellent opportunity for cardiologists and cardiac 
surgeons from home and abroad to exchange their views 
and experiences on recent advancement in cardiovascular 
sciences.

“It’ll definitely play a unique role in future development 
of cardiac care facilities in the country and create mass 
awareness in prevention of this dreadful disease,” he 
added.   

Health and Family Affairs Minister Zahid Maleque, 
National Professor Brigadier Abdul Malik (retd), 
Bangladesh Cardiac Society President and Secretary 
General respectively Prof AKM Mohibullah and Prof 
Abdullah Al Shafi Majumder, Director of the National 
Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases Professor Dr Mir Jamal 
Uddin and Professor NC Nanda of Alabama University of 
USA, among others, were present at the event.

Secretaries concerned to the president were also present 
on the occasion.
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Transnational Crime unit of police submitted a charge 
sheet before a Dhaka court against 10 suspects.

Regan and Sagor were among seven militants who were 
handed death penalty by a Dhaka court on November 27, 
for their involvement in the Holey Artisan Bakery attack, 
which left 22 people -- including 17 foreigners -- dead.

FROM PAGE 3

Vision said, “More income is not bringing 
more mobility and empowerment for 
women even in the booming economy of 
Bangladesh with 7.3 percent growth rate.”

Getting engaged with economical 
activities actually didn’t increase their 
overall empowerment or mobility as such, 
especially for those who engaged in different 
agro-based entrepreneurship or market 
systems. They are still facing challenge to get 
access and recognition, he added. 

Farah Kabir, country director of 
ActionAid Bangladesh, said, “Although 
Bangladeshi women are very aware and 
keen to improve their financial situation, 
their involvement in the market system is 
not enough.”

“Both public and private parties need to 
work to ensure that our rural agricultural 
entrepreneurs, especially women, get the 
right environment and can participate 
directly in market management,” she 
added.
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