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Road accidents
in 4 districts
take 5 lives 
STAR REPORT

In another regrettable 
day on the roads, five 
people were killed 
in separate accidents 
across four districts in 
the last two days, report 
our correspondents. In 
addition, a man lost his 
right leg after being a hit by 
a truck at Joypurhat.

In Netrokona, two 
people were killed and two 
others were injured in a 
road accident  at Aamtoli 
area in Kalmakanda upazila 
yesterday morning. The 
deceased were identified as 
Kaium Bhuiyan (53)  and 
Jalal Munshi (63).

The accident occurred 
when a  Kalmakanda-bound 
truck collided head-on 
with a battery-run auto-
rickshaw.  The collision 
killed auto-rickshaw driver 
Kaium and Jalal on the spot, 
Kalmakanda police told our 
Mymensingh correspondent, 
quoting locals. 

The injured, both  
passengers on the auto-
rickshaw, were taken to 
Kalmakanda Upazila  
Health Complex. 

Police seized both 
vehicles but the truck  
driver managed to flee the 
scene. A case was lodged 
with Kalmakanda Police 
Station in this regard.

Meanwhile in Rajbari, 
five-year-old Lamya Akter 
was killed in an accident 
at Canal Ghat area under 
Goalanda upazila on 
Tuesday afternoon.

The accident occurred 
when a battery-run three-
wheeler ran her over while 
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

The Department of Environment 
(DoE) in a drive yesterday fined four 
brick kilns Tk 33 lakh, demolished 
three of those and sent owner and 
manager of two to jail for damaging 
the environment and operating 
business without any clearance.

The arrestees are Foysal Ahmed, 
owner of Mitali Bricks, and Kamrul 
Islam, manager of Nurmin Bricks, 
of West Kaundia area. The other two 
brick kilns are Titas and Nirumin.

Foysal was sentenced to jail for 
two months as he did not pay Tk 5 
lakh as fine while Kamrul for three 

months for not paying a fine of Tk 
20 lakh, said Executive Magistrate 
Maksudul Islam, who led the mobile 
court drive.

He said Nurmin Bricks was fined 
as it did not have proper documents 
and it was situated beside the Turag 
river. Titas and Mitali were fined Tk 
5 lakh each while MSM Tk 3 lakh for 
not having DoE clearance.

Owners of Titas and MSM have 
paid the fine, he said. 

As per law, there should be no 
brick kiln within 1.5km of residential 
areas, educational institutions and 
hospitals. These establishments had 

been operating illegally. To make 
matters worse, the brick kilns were 
using topsoil from arable lands and 
polluting the environment, he added.

There are over 200 illegal brick 
kilns operating in Dhamrai and Savar 
-- contributing to the deteriorating air 
quality in the country, experts say.

According to DoE, brick kilns are 
the top air polluters, particularly 
during dry season when most bricks 
are made, turning the air quality 
“severely unhealthy”. Air quality 
plummets between November and 
April when brick kilns operate and 
there are a lot of particles in the air.

An illegal brick kiln being dismantled by the Department of Environment in Savar yesterday. PHOTO: STAR

3 brick kilns demolished in Savar
4 companies fined Tk 33 lakh; owner, manager jailed

Better China-Bangladesh 
connectivity a must
Speakers tell joint forum
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

As China wants to make major investments in Bangladesh, 
legal harmonisation and multimodal connectivity between 
the two friendly nations are imperative, said officials and 
researchers from China and Bangladesh yesterday.

“China wants legal harmonisation to smoothen the path 
of investments in Bangladesh. Apart from that, building 
roads and railway connectivity at the soonest possible time 
is a need of the day,” said Maj Gen ANM Muniruzzaman 
(retd), president of Bangladesh Institute of Peace and 
Security Studies (BIPSS).

He said this while summing up the discussion on the 
first day of the two-day long 6th Joint Forum for China-
Bangladesh Cooperation, organised by BIPSS at Hotel Lake 
Castle in the capital.

This forum is held annually between China’s Yunnan 
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REHABILITATION OF HOMELESS CHILDREN

HC seeks govt report 
on steps taken
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday asked the Ministry of Women 
and Children Affairs to submit a report on steps taken by 
the government for rehabilitation of homeless children 
across the country, within 40 days.

An HC bench gave the order while hearing a petition 
filed by SC lawyer Md Moniruzzaman, seeking orders 
for legal action against a perpetrator who set a homeless 
child on fire in Fakirerpool area on Monday. The court also 
ordered Motijheel police to file a case in this connection. 

Duping job seekers with 

believable documents
PBI arrests three who offered govt jobs 
MOHAMMAD SUMAN, Ctg

Police Bureau of Investigation (PBI) arrested 
three persons of a gang that cheated at least 
55 youths with fake appointment letters 
of National Board of Revenue (NBR), 
Chattogram Custom House, Bangladesh 
Army and Chattogram Port. Members of the 
gang took bribes of Tk 8-26 lakh from each 
person for these jobs.

Md Moyeen Uddin, additional police 
superintendent of PBI in Chattogram, 
made the disclosure yesterday. 

The arrestees are: Atiqur Rahman 
Chowdhury (38), Tofazzal Hossain (54) 
and Ripon Shikdar (30). 

Moyeen said Atiqur scoped and lured job 
seekers, introducing himself as “customs 
officer Anwar”. Ripon and Tofazzal 
prepared question papers, admit cards, 
recruitment notices, police verification and 
health documents for candidates.

“During primary investigation, we 
found some customs and NBR officials are 
involved with the gang,” he added. 

He said Ripon was arrested from Dhaka’s 
Sabujbagh on December 12 and the others 
from Chattogram’s Pathantuli on Tuesday. 

Santosh Kumar Chakma, an inspector of 
PBI, said, “We seized two mobile phones 
and a pen drive from Ripon and in that 

pen drive, we found police verification 
and health certificates, recruitment notices, 
admit cards and appointment letters for 
27 posts at NBR, 23 posts at Chattogram 
Custom House, four of Bangladesh Army 
and one at Chattogram port.”

He said the police verification reports 
and health certificates are real, and for rest 
of the documents, special paper was used. 
It would not have been possible for the job 
seekers to doubt anything, he added. 

A victim named Ajoy Bhattacharjee filed 
a case -- with Nilphamari Police Station 
-- against Atiqur Rahman Chowdhury for 
cheating him and his brother-in-law Milon 
Chakrabarti. He claimed that he deposited 
Tk 26,30,000 in seven instalments in a 
bank account as per Atiqur’s instructions 
-- for two computer operator posts at 
Chattogram Custom House. 

According to custom house sources, 
Ajoy Bhattacharjee, Milon Chakrabarti, 
Saiful Islam and Abdul Gafur come to the 
custom house with appointment letters 
on September 9 but Commissioner of 
Customs Md Fakhrul Alam told them the 
documents they had were all fake.

On September 11, the customs 
commissioner wrote a letter to NBR 
chairman to take action against the forgers. 

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

Abul Mansur Ahmad tried to uphold the Muslim 
identity in undivided Bengal through strong 
criticism of religious and social bigotry -- issues 
still relevant today, speakers at a discussion said 
yesterday.    

They were speaking in a seminar titled 
“Fanaticism and Class Character of Society in 
the Literature of Abul Mansur Ahmad” held 
at an auditorium of Islamic University (IU), 
Kushtia yesterday.

The university’s Bangla department organised 
the event at the Rabindra-Nazrul Arts Faculty. 

With chairman of the department Prof Dr 
Saidur Rahman in the chair, the seminar was 
addressed by Editor and Publisher of The Daily 
Star Mahfuz Anam -- son of Abul Mansur Ahmad 
-- as chief guest.    

Noted writer and columnist Syed Abul 
Maksud was the chief discussant. Prof Gazi 
Mahbub Murshid, and convener of Abul Mansur 
Ahmad Smrity Parishad Emran Mahfuz also 
addressed the event as special discussants. 

Syed Abul Maksud termed Ahmad’s “Aina” 
an extraordinary work on societal dynamics and 
norms. 

Citing excerpts from the book, he said 
Ahmad’s writing showed how religious leaders 
try to exploit people and society. “He included 
all these in his writings from his experiences 
and observations throughout his multi-faceted 
career,” Maksud said. 

Ahmad’s works were highly relevant then, 
and they remain relevant to the current society. 
It will surely reflect society of the future too, he 
observed. 

“We are discussing him and his writings after 
more than a hundred years of his birth. I am sure 
the next generations will do the same after another 
hundred years,” the renowned writer said. 

In his speech, Mahfuz Anam said Abul 
Mansur Ahmad strongly believed in democracy. 
He carried democracy in his heart, and all his 

attempts were towards establishing a democratic 
society. 

Mahfuz Anam urged students to read and 
grasp what thinkers of the past and present 
convey about society. 

He said Abul Mansur Ahmad took a critical 
look on various issues -- social, political and 
religious -- of both Muslims and Hindus. “He 
did it so Bengali Muslims could fully understand 
their identity in the context of undivided 
Bengal.”
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‘Democracy in his heart’
Speakers say about Abul Mansur Ahmad at seminar

Syed Abul Maksud speaks at the seminar held at Islamic University in Kushtia. PHOTO: STAR
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