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LACK OF GOVT FUNDING

Schooling suffers in 
ex-enclaves of Patgram
S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Ten primary schools founded by the 
inhabitants of former enclave areas in 
Lalmonirhat’s Patgram upazila are yet to 
get government funding for teachers’ salary 
and stipend and school feeding programme 
for around 1600 students, much to the 
frustration of the stakeholders.

Bangladesh-India enclave exchange deal 
was signed on July 31 in 2015, much to 
the relief of the inhabitants of dozens of 
adversely possessed lands near the border.

There are 59 former enclaves in 
Lalmonirhat, of them 55 are in Patgram, and 
two each in Hatibandha and Sadar upazila. 

After the exchange, people of the former 
enclaves in Patgram at their own initiative 
built 10 primary schools, said Nazrul Islam, 
58, a leader of the former enclave people.  

“But as the government is yet to provide 
funds for the schools, the teachers, students 
and their guardians are losing interest about 
the schooling in the backward area. The 
authorities are spending much for roads, 
bridges, healthcare centres, mosques, temples, 
graveyards, crematoriums, playgrounds, 
community centres and electricity but there 
is very little work for education,” he said.

“We are not getting government’s stipend. 
We feel hungry at school as no meal is 
provided,” said Rasel Islam, a Class V student of 
Banshkata Primary School in Patgram upazila. 

“Sometimes our teachers give us biscuits 
and sweetmeats but it is not regular,” said 
Sheuly Akhter, a student of Class IV at the 
same school.

Belal Hossain, 26, a teacher of the 
school at former enclave Banshkata, said 
he and other teachers have been teaching 
there without any salary since 2015. 

“We demand that the government takes 
early steps for financing the primary schools 
in former enclave areas,” said Dibbo Nath 
Roy, 28, headmaster of the school. 

Rezaul Karim, 55, an inhabitant of Banshkata, 
said, “We are frustrated as the government is yet 
to take fruitful step for spreading the light of 
education in former enclaves.” 

Asked about the ten primary schools 
in former enclaves in Patgram, Golam 
Nabi, district primary education officer 
in Lalmonirhat, said, “Letters have been 
sent to the authorities concerned, seeking 
government funding for the schools. 
Hopefully steps will be taken in this regard 
during this current fiscal year.”

With their own arrangement, teachers distribute sweets among students at 

Banshkata Primary School in Lalmonirhat’s Patgram upazila. Inset, a classroom 

of the school at former enclave Banshkata. PHOTO: STAR

Cycling against 
social menaces
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Hundreds of schoolgirls took part in cycling in different 
areas of the district yesterday as part of an awareness 
campaign against social menaces like child marriage, 
dowry, stalking, drug abuse and militancy.

Simultaneously, around a hundred youths participated 
in a mini-marathon in the district town for the same 
purpose. 

One hundred schoolgirls from different high schools 
started cycling towards Baliadangi upazila headquarters 
from the town’s central Shaheed Minar premises, 
following inauguration by Deputy Commissioner Dr KM 
Kamruzzaman Selim. 

Deputy Managing Director of PKSF Fazlul Quader 
attended the event as chief guest while Superintendent of 
Police Md Moniruzzaman presided over the programme.  

From the same spot, around 100 youths started a 
marathon race for Thakurgaon Road Jubo Shangshad 
ground in the municipality while four other groups (each 
comprising 100 schoolgirls) started cycling from Baliadangi 
to Haripur, Haripur to Ranishankoil, Ranishankoil to 
Pirganj and Pirganj to Thakurgaon Sadar. 

Non-governmental organisation Eco Social 
Development Organisation (ESDO) and Palli Karma-
Shahayak Foundation (PKSF) jointly organised the 
programme in association with district administration, 
police administration and community policing in 
Thakurgaon.

Emphasising the need of cultural development the 
speakers said until cultural development it is hard to 
achieve sustainable development. 

Such type of initiative helps to develop creativity of the 
youngsters which also help to keep them away from evil 
acts, they said.   

Along with awareness campaigns against social evils, 
they organise traditional games, wall magazine, debate 
competitions, discussion on ‘Liberation War’, cultural 
events and indoor games in different high schools of five 
upazilas of the district, said ESDO Executive Director Dr 
Mohammad Shaheed Uz Zaman.  

75yr-old gets shelter finally
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A destitute elderly woman who was rescued from Mirzapur 
Bus Stand area four months ago finally got a shelter at an 
old home on Monday.

A police constable rescued the injured woman, 75, from 
the bus stand area and admitted her to Kumudini Hospital. 

Since then she had been undergoing treatment under 
two physicians of the hospital. The doctors bear all the 
treatment cost.

Ideal Group Mirzapur, a facebook based voluntary 
organisation of local youths, arranged an old home named 
Sara Manobik Bridhyashrom for the woman and sent her 
to the old home in Mymensingh on Monday.

Upazila nirbahi officer appreciated the hospital 
authorities and members of the voluntary organisation for 
providing their supports to the helpless woman. 


