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Uncertainty looms over
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per Awami League’s election pledge to ensure overseas 
employment of at least 1,000 skilled workers from each 
upazila every year. 

42 NRBS TO RECEIVE CIP RECOGNITION THIS YEAR

The government will recognise 42 non-resident 
Bangladeshis with commercially important person (CIP) 
award this year, Secretary Salim Reza of the ministry said.

They will be awarded at a ceremony marking 
International Migrants Day today at Bangabandhu 
International Conference Centre. Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina is expected to grace the occasion as chief guest, he 
said.

The CIPs will be awarded in three categories: for 
sending remittance through legal channel, investment in 
Bangladesh, and importing goods from Bangladesh.

Besides, the Expatriates Welfare and Overseas 
Employment Ministry will formally launch a mandatory 
insurance facility known as “Probashi Kormi Bima” for 
migrant workers at the programme, he added.

Marking the day, the ministry will hold a colourful rally 
at Manik Mia Avenue this morning.

DNCC mayor warns
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mayor Annisul Huq took the initiative, and he is 
remembered well for that. 

General secretary of Bangladesh Institute of Planners 
Adilur Rahman Khan, who presented a keynote paper at 
the programme, said it is now time to address the harm of 
sound pollution.

There are lots of things in the planning for Dhaka city, 
but there is lacking in implementation, said Adil.

Chairman of Paribesh Bachao Andolon Abu Naser Khan 
said excessive population is the first problem of the city, 
and second is the tendency of rapid development.

The roundtable was chaired by president of Dhaka 
Utility Reporters Association Moshiur Rahman Khan, while 
its general secretary Tofazzal Hossain Rubel moderated the 
programme.
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nor the CSOs have exact knowledge on 
their reintegration process,” he said.

Referring to different studies, he 
said some 34 percent of the migrant 
workers failed to meet their expectations: 
“Bangladesh is a country with highest 
migration cost and the lowest migrant-
labour income,” he added. Currently, more 
than one crore Bangladeshis are living 
abroad as migrant workers, but there is no 
database on the return of these workers, he 
mentioned.

In addition to strengthening supervision 
at home, there is a need for taking care 
of migrant workers abroad to solve their 
problems, he recommended.

He recommended for a policy from the 
government in this regard.

At the programme, representatives from 
different CSOs recommended sending 
skilled workers, punishing errant agencies, 
and soft loans to financially support 
returnees. Speaking as chief guest, Gazi 

Mohammad Julhash, director general of 
the Wage Earners Welfare Board [WEWB] 
said, “We [the government] can provide 
economic support. But we need cooperation 
from the CSOs for implementation, as we 
have shortage of human resources.”

He informed that WEWB is going to set 
up offices in all divisional headquarters as 
if migrant workers can easily get support.

“We [WEWB] have recommended 
to adopt migrant workers’ issues at 
programmes of all ministries,” he said. 
“Once it is implemented, migrant workers 
and their families would get more 
protection.”

He also assured that WEWB would work 
on soft loans for returnee migrant workers.

Each year, more than 20 lakh people are 
entering the labour market in Bangladesh, 
different studies show. Due to massive 
unemployment and other reasons, some 
82 percent of the youth intend to leave 
country, according to World Economic 
Forum.

Comprehensive programme
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The amended rules say a citizen can lodge 
a graft allegation with a police station, but 
police cannot record the allegation as a 
case.

The petitioners said the police station 
will accept the allegation as a general 
diary (GD) and will send it to ACC, and 

then ACC will record the GD as a case and 
conduct inquiry into the case, which is 
against relevant sections of the constitution 
and Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC).

Advocate Abdul Kaiyum Khan and 
Advocate Momtaz Parvin appeared for the 
petitioners while Advocate Khurshid Alam 
Khan represented ACC.

HC questions legality
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Burn and Plastic Surgery Institute. 
The patients on life support are still in 

critical condition, said Dr Samanta Lal Sen, 
coordinator of the institute.

Nineteen employees of a factory, who 
were severely burnt in a fire in Keraniganj on 
December 11, have died at DMCH so far.

DMCH Director Brig Gen AKM Nasir 
Uddin said the patients who are undergoing 
treatment at the HDU, have suffered 20 to 
40 percent burn injuries.

All the patients who were brought to the 
hospital with inhalation and deep burn 
injuries are improving, he said.

“We are providing all necessary medicines 

to the victims free of cost to continue their 
treatment properly,” said Nasir.

Dr Sen said the five patients on life 
support have sustained 40 to 60 percent 
burn injuries.

Rahmat Ali, brother-in-law of Firoz 
Uddin Firoz (39) who suffered over 50 
percent burns, said Firoz -- who had 
remained unconscious since the incident 
-- regained consciousness yesterday.

“Firoz was asking about his three-and-
half-year-old daughter Fatema, when his 
wife met him in the hospital,” said Rahmat.

Dr Sen, however, said although some 
of the critically-injured patients are able to 
talk, they are still under high risk.

PM’s Military Secretary
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has expressed her deep 
shock at the death of Major General Mia Mohammad 
Zainul Abedin.

In a condolence message, the prime minister said Zainul 
Abedin discharged his duties with honesty and sincerity.

He served at different important positions of the state 
efficiently and he will be remembered for his patriotism 
and dutifulness, the prime minister said.

Sheikh Hasina also sought eternal peace of the departed 
soul and extended sympathy to the bereaved family 
members.

Condition of 8 patients

Govt doesn’t care 
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“This proves that the government doesn’t prioritise the 
interests of underprivileged people anymore; they think 
that listening to these people isn’t necessary,” she added.

According to the report, at least 41 incidents of human 
rights violation -- including eight rapes, two murders, two 
abductions and eight land-grabbing -- occurred against 
Dalits and ethnic minority groups so far this year.

In most incidents, cases were filed at police stations but 
majority of the accused are yet to be brought to book, said 
the report based on news published in national dailies.

The report also said the number of violent incidents are 
almost twice than that of last year.

Nijera Kori Coordinator Khushi Kabir and Bangladesh 
Adivasi Forum General Secretary Sanjeeb Drong, among 
others, also spoke at the press conference.

HC wants 
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The report said the 
government is losing 
millions of dollars in taxes 
every year from foreign 
nationals without work 
permit in Bangladesh.

Industry insiders say 
some five lakh foreigners 
work in different ministries, 
projects and private 
companie, only 1 lakh of 
whom have registered with 
Bida. Government agencies 
say they send abroad over 
US $5 billion every year.
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