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FROM CHATTOGRAM
WITH LOVE

Initiated in port city, Bijoy Mela now being observed nationwide
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PORT CITY

What started as an initiative to instill the
spirit of Liberation War among youths
around 30 years ago in Chattogram, has
transcended the boundaries of the city and
become a compulsory event throughout the
country during the month of victory.

This prestigious traditional fair
-- Muktijuddher Bijoy Mela -- is being
held every year to celebrate the nation’s
liberation from the Pakistani occupation
forces after a nine-month bloodstained war
for freedom.

This year, the organisers in port city will
also celebrate the fair’s 31st anniversary.
Initiated back in 1989, Bijoy Mela -- the
first of its kind -- is being held at the Outer
Stadium.

Besides numerous stalls exhibiting
an array of local products, eateries and
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set up at the venue to arrange programmes
on the Liberation War.

Muktijuddher Bijoy Mela Udjapan
Parishad organises this monthlong fair in
Chattogram every year.

“We started it to spread the spirit of
Liberation War among youths,” said Faruk-
e-Azam Bir Pratik, one of the initiators and
co-conveners of the first fair.

“It was the first of its kind. Following
our initiative, the fair is being held
countrywide,” he added.

Remembering the first Bijoy Mela,
he said, “A bunch of youths born on
December 16, 1971 inaugurated it in front
of Chattogram Circuit House on December
11, 1989.”

“At the second edition, Shaheed Janani
Jahanara Imam was given a reception on
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Two girls try to choose from a host of handicrafts at a stall at Muktijuddher Bijoy Mela in port city
c" RON Ic LES on Friday. The month-long fair is underway at Chattogram Outer Stadium.
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inspired people to mobilise the movement
against war criminals,” he said.

Badiul Alam, co-chairperson of the fair
committee, said they have set up around
200 stalls and pavilions.

Visiting the fair recently, this
correspondent found the venue abuzz
with visitors. People of all ages from the
city and upazilas were seen thronging the
stalls, buying clothes, utensils, appliances,
jewelleries and toys.

Yesterday being a holiday drew a huge
number of people to the fair.

“I have been visiting the fair since 1996.
I used to come here with my parents when
I was in school. Then back in my university
days, my friends and I came here. Now I
bring along my husband and daughter,”
said Nasrin Akter.

ROHINGYAS IN VOTER LIST
No innocent official

should be harassed:
EC Kabita Khanam

StAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Election Commissioner Kabita Khanam yesterday said if
any specific allegation is found against any staffer of the
Election Commission (EC) office regarding Rohingya
refugees’ inclusion in the voter list, they can be quizzed but
it should be ensured that no innocent person is harassed.

She was addressing a views-exchange meeting on law and
order on the upcoming polls in Chattogram-8 constituency
at Chattogram Circuit House Conference Room.

Kabita said the EC has its own investigation team to
oversee the issue.

The election commissioner said she was not against
investigation but at the same time it is not acceptable if
a returning officer or district election officer, who has no
scope of including anyone in a voter list, is detained in the
name of investigation.

Some specific papers are required for a person to be
a voter, she said, and urged to investigate how and from
where Rohingyas collect these papers.

Regarding the upcoming polls, Kabita said no poster [of
any candidate| should be pasted in the constituency after
the poll schedule is declared.

“I do not want to hear any allegations regarding it,” she
said.

Superintendent of Police in Chattogram Nur-e-Alam
Mina, Director of Border Guard Bangladesh-8 Lt Col Md
Munir Hasan and Chattogram Regional Election Officer
Muhammad Hasanuzzaman were present, among others,
with Chattogram Deputy Commissioner Ilias Hossain in
the chair.

On September 15, the Anti-Corruption Commission
found that several syndicates provided NIDs to Rohingyas
through forgery by using official devices.

ACC said several laptops of the EC, directly connected
to the NID server, were stolen and EC had no official record
of the missing laptops. The Rohingyas were using fake
names and addresses while applying for the identification
documents.

Officials of the EC still couldn’t say exactly how many
Rohingyas have secured the cards through the illegal
means.

Tamabil border
reopens

Our CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Immigration  to  India
through  Tamabil land
customs station in
Gowainghat upazila of
Sylhet resumed yesterday
morning, just a day after
it was suspended due to
protest in the neighbouring
country over the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill.

A day after barring entry
into the northeastern Indian
state of Meghalaya, they
reopened the immigration
process,  Moniruzzaman,
special superintendent of
immigration (land and
seaports) of police said.

“The authority of
the  customs  station’s
counterpart in Dawki of
Meghalaya informed us
to Tresume immigration
process from this morning
and also requested to
inform passengers about
the situation,” he said.

Indian states - Meghalaya,
Assam and Tripura -
are in unrest at present
following the controversial
Bill. Bangladesh shares its
borders with the states.

Following the unrest,
a curfew was called in
Meghalaya on Thursday
and authorities barred entry
of passengers through the
state’s only border check
post with Bangladesh.

Meanwhile, all export-
import through the land
port remains normal, said
Partha Ghosh, assistant
director (traffic) of Tamabil
Land Port.
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performances, a “Bijoy Mancha” has been

Jute mill workers suspend
hunger strike for 3 days

Our CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Workers of nine state-run jute mills in Khulna-Jashore industrial belt
have suspended their indefinite hunger strike for three days, following
a meeting with State Minister for Labour and Employment Munnujan
Sufian early yesterday.

At the meeting, Jute Mill Collective Bargaining Association (CBA) and
Non-CBA leaders agreed to withhold the agitation to mark Martyred
Intellectuals’ Day (Saturday) and Victory Day (Monday).

Workers also joined work after four days. Around 2:30pm yesterday,
this correspondent saw some workers of Platinum Jute Mill busy working
at the mill.

However, the big tents erected near mill gates on BIDC road in
Khalishpur, where hundreds of them took shelter with pillows and
blankets, were still there. Though road communications remained halted,
almost all the shops opened for business.

“We'll resume our hunger strike if the government fails to realise our
demands,” said Touhid Sheikh, a worker of Platinum Jute Mill, yesterday.

“The government has already implemented the wage board for six
sectors, including sugar and fertiliser, but it's yet to implement a wage
commission for us,” he added.

Murad Hossain, former president of Crescent Jute Mill and joint
convener of CBA and Non-CBA Sangram Parishad, said the state minister
told workers that the prime minister has assured that the government will
implement the national wage commission for them.

The state minister also said she will personally discuss the matter with
the premier, he added.

Thousands of workers started the indefinite hunger strike from
SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

December 14, 1990. That day, she also

10-yr-old killed in
M’singh road crash

Arrested driver lands in jail

STAR REPORT

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Tel: (+8802) 55068001-5

In the endless stream of regrettable news
from the roads, separate road accidents
claimed another four lives over the last
two days, report our correspondents and a
news agency.

A 10-year-old was killed in a road crash
at Traikandi Bridge area on Mymensingh-
Dhobaura road in Dhobaura upazila of
Mymensingh on Friday evening.

The victim, Shamim Mia, son of
rickshaw-puller Farid Mia, was a second
grader at Taraikandi Govt Primary School,
reports our Mymensingh correspondent.

Shamim died after a covered van hit
him while he was crossing the road in
front of his grandfather’s grocery shop
to reach home, quoting locals, officer-
in-charge of Dhobaura Police Station Ali
Ahmed Mollah said. He died on the spot.

On information, police recovered the
body and sent it to Mymensingh Medical
College Hospital for autopsy. The body
was later handed over to family members.

Police arrested the driver, Mamun (33),

and took him in for interrogation.
SEE PAGE 4 COL 3
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An elderly worker operating a machine at Platinum Jute Mill in Khulna yesterday. Workers of nine state-run jute
mills postponed their hunger strike for three days, following government assurance of meeting their demands.
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