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Ambia Khatun’s 
ninth death 
anniv today
CITY DESK

Today is the ninth death 
anniversary of Ambia 
Khatun Majumder, mother 
of Crystal Insurance 
Company Limited 
Chairman, Abdullah Al-
Mahmud (Mahin).

Ambia Khatun died 
on this day in 2010 at 
Mount Elizabeth Hospital, 
Singapore, said a press 
release.

The board of directors, 
executives, officers and staff 
remembered her on the 
occasion and prayed for the 
salvation of her departed 
soul.

From Chattogram with love
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Nasrin said she had visited many fairs including the 
international trade fair but this one is special. “When I 
come to Bijoy Mela, I feel proud,” she added.

Her husband, Zillur Rahman, echoed the same. “We 
bring our daughter here so that she can also learn about 
the country’s glorious history.”

Amid the stalls, “Bhabir Sukher Sangsar” drew attention 
of many with their traditional kitchen appliances such as 
“korai” (fry pan), “boti” (a curved cutting instrument) 
of various shapes and sizes, “jal chouki (wooden stool), 
janti (nut-cracker), “pata” (stone slab for grinding spices), 
“haman dista” (metal mortar) and many more.

The items were selling at Tk 100-500, depending on size 
and quality, said stall attendees.

Rehana Akter, a Patharghata resident, was seen buying 
a haman dista. “I bought it for my mother-in-law. “But 
these,” she said while showing this correspondent a bunch 
of household goods, “are for myself.”

Md Faisal, a vendor of handicrafts and cottage goods, 
set up his stall in a corner of the fair ground. He said he 
made most of the products such as doormats and carpets 
by himself. Faisal said his daily sale is around Tk 4,000 on 
average.
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December 10 to press home their 11-point 
demand.

Their demands include payment of 
regular wages, cancellation of public-
private ownership, necessary fund for jute 
sector, insurance for families of deceased 
workers, provident fund and gratuity facility 
for retired workers and regularisation of 
temporary workers, said Shahana Sarmin, 
president of Platinum Jute Mill Employees 
Union.

She said an inter-ministerial meeting 
will be held at the textile and jute 
ministry around 11am today to discuss 
implementation of the commission while 
the government will hold another meeting 
with workers’ leaders at Bangladesh Jute 
Mills Corporation around 3pm.

“The government needs around Tk 1,103 
crore to implement the wage commission,” 
she added.

At least one jute mill worker died and 
around 200 were admitted to different 
hospitals and clinics in Khulna as of 
yesterday.

Boniz Uddin Miah, liaison officer of 
BJMC, said workers went back to work in 
the morning. Their presence will increase 
eventually, he hoped. 

Around 31,000 people have been 
working in the nine jute mills in the 
region.

The Khulna-Jashore industrial belt, 
producing 86.39 metric tonnes of jute 
products every day, produced nothing in 
the last four days as the workers remained 
on work abstention.  

Jute mill workers 

10-yr old killed
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He was later produced before a Mymensingh court 
yesterday  that sent him to jail, said the OC.

In Pabna, a man and his son-in-law were killed in a road 
crash at Jalaler Dhal area in Atghoria upazila yesterday 
morning.

The deceased, Mahatab Uddin Sardar (70) and his son-in-
law Abul Bashar (45) were coming to Pabna to see a patient. 

The  accident took place when a speeding Nasiman hit a 
battery-run auto-rickshaw, killing Mahatab on the spot and 
leaving several others injured. 

Abul Basar succumbed to his injuries on the way to the 
hospital, OC of Atghoria Police Station Md Rakibul Islam 
told our Pabna correspondent. 

Police caught the Nasiman but its driver managed to flee 
the scene, added the OC.

Meanwhile in Khulna, a fish trader was killed when 
a stationary truck was hit by another truck on Koyra-
Paikgacha road on Friday morning.

The deceased is Mofizul Talafdar (45), reported UNB.
The accident took place when a truck parked in front 

of the under-construction Agriculture College was hit by a 
stone-laden truck from behind around 7 am. Mofizul was 
in the parked truck.

Police seized the truck but its driver and his assistant 
fled the scene, said Paikgacha police.
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sent on forced leave or suspended for 
raising voices against irregularities at their 
respective universities. 

He demanded enactment of 
academic freedom given in the country’s 
constitution, and inclusion of a special 
provision in different universities’ charters 
in this regard.

Chairing the rally, eminent jurist Dr 
Shahdeen Malik said he does not see 
an easy solution to such a crisis, as the 
situation is being aggravated day by day. 

He, however, stressed on bringing a 
revolutionary change to ensure academic 
freedom. 

Speaking there, noted photographer 
Shahidul Alam said many international 

students are now shying away from 
Bangladesh for higher education, due to 
campus violence. 

Among others, Lawyer Sara Hossain and 
Advocate Hasnat Qayyum also spoke at 
the rally, conducted by Dhaka University 
professor Dr CR Abrar. 

A number of universities have been 
in the headlines in recent months for the 
wrong reasons, due to incidents like Abrar 
killing in Buet, corruption allegations at 
Jahangirnagar University (JU), government 
officials’ controversial remarks on a research 
of DU Prof ABM Faroque and controversial 
activities of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman Science and Technology University 
(BSMRSTU) Vice Chancellor Prof Dr 
Khondoker Md Nasiruddin and so on.

Ensure freedom

Focus on sexual
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or about migrant workers returning from abroad,” he 
added.

According to the Directorate General of Health Services, 
the number of HIV-infected people has increased to 990 in 
2019 from 869 in 2018. Besides, the number of deaths has 
increased to 70 from 48 during the same period.

Prof Saifullah Munsi, chairman of virology at 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University (BSMMU), 
spoke of designing programmes considering the local 
context and resources, rather than only considering 
prescription and funding from global organisations. 

Prof Dr Samiul Islam, director of the Mycobacterial 
Disease Control (MBDC) and a line director of DGHS, 
spoke of government preparation in this regard. 

He said, “We have to strengthen our in-built capacity 
in infection prevention, early and hidden case detection.”

Mentioning the government’s existing programmes, 
Prof Dr Nasima Sultana, additional director general of 
DGHS, said they would work on recommendations made 
by the participants at the discussion.

Prof Nazrul Islam, former vice chancellor of BSMMU, 
Aminul Islam Mian, director of national AIDS-STD control 
of DGHS, and Dr Asadul Islam, professor of transfusion 
medicine at BSMMU, spoke at the programme, among 
others.

Dr Fazle Rabbee’s 
martyrdom day today
CITY DESK

Today is the 48th death anniversary 
of martyred intellectual Dr Fazle 
Rabbee.

On this day in 1971, the Pakistani 
occupation army and its auxiliary  
force Al-Badr picked up the renowned 
cardiologist from his Siddheswari 
residence  in the capital and killed 
him on that night.

His body was recovered from Rayerbazar mass grave on 
December 18.

Dr Rabbee was a professor of the medicine and 
cardiology department of Dhaka Medical College.

To mark the occasion, his family members will place 
floral wreaths at his grave and distribute food among the 
poor, said a press release.

Arms recovered near 
UP chairman’s house
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Rapid Action Battalion yesterday recovered firearm-making 
materials, a locally-made firearm and two rounds of bullets 
from a hut adjacent to the residence of Saroatoli union 
parishad chairman under Boalkhali upazila.

A team from Rab-7 conducted the drive around 1.30pm 
and made the recovery, said Major Shamim Sarkar, assistant 
director of the elite force. 

He suspected that guns were being made in the house.
Law enforcers were investigating whether chairman Belal 

Hossain had any involvement with this nor not. However, 
no one was arrested in connection with the incident. 

Couple held 
with 12,000 
yaba pills
OUR CORRESPONDENT, N’ganj

Rapid Action Battalion 
(Rab) has arrested a couple 
with 12,000 yaba pills, 
after searching a private 
car on Dhaka-Chattogram 
highway in Sonargaon 
upazila of Narayanganj. 

The arrest was made on 
Friday noon, Rab-11 said 
in a press release yesterday. 
The car was also seized. 

The detainees were 
identified as Md Sohail 
Kazi (31) and Sabah Afrin 
(20) from   Chandpur. 

The press release 
also said the detainees 
confessed during initial 
interrogation they used 
ridesharing services for the 
drug trade. 
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