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Delegates at the INTI Fam Tour 2019.
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EXPERIENCING EDU-TouRrIsM IN MALAYSIA

A VISIT TO INTI INTERNATIONAL
UNIVERSITY & COLLEGES

SADI MOHAMMAD SHAHNEWAZ

With over 30 years of educating more than 65,000
graduates until now, INTI International University
and Colleges have become one of the most renowned
higher education institutes in Malaysia. The Malay-
sian government plans to promote the country as an
edu-tourism destination. Bearing that in mind, the
institute recently hosted a delegation of high school
principals and school guidance counselors from eight
countries on a five-day familiarisation tour, aptly
named INTI Fam Tour 2019, which showcased both
INTI and Malaysia.

International delegates from Bangladesh, Indonesia,
Japan, Korea, Kuwait, Maldives, Pakistan, and Zambia
were taken on a whirlwind tour of INTI's campuses
nationwide. We had the chance to experience Malay-
sia’s rich diversity through food, culture and architec-
tural landmarks. Journeying on a road trip to INTI's
city campuses in Subang Jaya and Kuala Lumpur, its
flagship university in Nilai and its Northern branch
campus in the beautiful island of Penang, allowed us to
experience the quality education at INTIL. In addition,
we networked with not only fellow delegates from
other countries, but also INTI's faculty members and
international students.

The institute’s specialty lies in each campus offer-
ing a specialised set of skills from the curriculum and
teachers, as well as having close ties with the industries
that the students will soon be working in. However,
what ties them together is the philosophy of sculpting
the students into ideal, global citizens. With over 450

local, global and multinational partners simultane-
ously collaborating with the institute, the students

are frequently scouted by the companies, often times
receiving employment before graduation. With partner
universities in the USA, UK, Australia, China, Italy, and
New Zealand, among others, it is very easy for students
to experience the education in other reputed universi-
ties worldwide, at a much lower cost.

At the campuses, we, the delegates, participated in
different hands-on activities and workshops, facilitated
by faculty members to showcase the facilities used by
INTI students for academic and extra-curricular purpos-
es. From hosting and directing a talk show in the Mass
Communication Labs, learning how to prototype and
fabricate items at INTI's FabLab (Fabrication Lab),to un-
leashing our creativity through a unique Art and Design
workshop, we had great fun working together in teams
to outdo each other and win prizes at the same time.

“This entire tour has been insightful for both the
delegates and us at INTI in understanding the needs of
students and parents, when it comes to further studies
in a foreign country,” shared Michael Chan, Assistant
Vice President, International Office, INTI International
University & Colleges. “Graduate employability was a
common theme throughout the course of the tour and
we were able to demonstrate to the delegates how INTI
succeeds in this area.”

In between the campus tours and activities, we got
a taste of the cornucopia of cultures that make up
Malaysia. From being entertained with classical Malay
dances to a palate-enticing experience of Malay, Indian,
Chinese and other cuisines, the group of delegates, who
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Eco-Network, a youth-led organisation founded
by a group of seven environmental science stu-
dents from Bangladesh University of Profession-
als (BUP), aims to create an eco-friendly world.
Established in 2018 by Shamim Ahmed Mridha,
Sadia Jahan Rothi, Emita Khan, Hasibul Haque
Shanto, Kausar Nur, Nafeya Tabassum sim-

kee, and Samiul Islam Sifat, Eco-Network has
arranged various campaigns to raise awareness
related to Sustainable Development Goals 5, 6,
7, 13, and 15. Besides Bangladesh, the organi-
sation currently works with 9 other countries,
including Nepal, Bhutan, India, Philippines,
Nigeria, Cameroon, China, Ghana, and Ivory

were mostly first-timers travelling to Malaysia, were
awed by the experiences on the tour. We were also tak-
en on a tour of some of Malaysia’s famous landmarks,
like the KL Tower, KLCC Shopping Centre, Kek Lok Si,
the largest Buddhist temple in Malaysia, and the Putra
Mosque, Malaysia's architecturally beautiful mosque
located in the heart of Putrajaya, the country’s federal
administrative capital.

“We are glad to be here, and to see what our students
will be experiencing. We met one of our ex-students
and she is really happy here,” said Susan Rajesh
Pothen, the Deputy Vice Principal from the Indian
Community School, Salmiya, in Kuwait. “When I
return home, I will be telling my students about the
affordable fees of INTI's courses and INTI's graduate
employability rate, because the future is what our stu-
dents and parents often look forward to.”

“We definitely see the benefits of organising this
tour for the delegates in terms of understanding the
different regions and markets” demands for higher
education, and furthermore, showcasing Malaysia as an
edu-tourism hub with INTI as the preferred education
institution,” explained Chan. "Malaysia has much to
offer in terms of higher education, and the opportuni-
ties for international students to gain a global experi-
ence here.” INTI hopes to continue championing these
types of events for delegates from all around the world,
to help them gain meaningful insights on the work
INTI does to prepare industry-ready graduates. These
events will also allow them to have a better perspective
of the opportunities that await international students
in Malaysia’s multicultural and globalised society.
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change,” adds Shamim.

“People from other countries showed their
interest to work with us. Consequently, we
took online interviews and appointed them
as Regional Ambassadors of Eco-Network in
their homelands,” shares Shamim, the found-
er of Eco-Network. The organisation has an
executive and a sub-executive committee, who
help monitor and maintain several activities
conducted by the organisation. “We also have
campus ambassadors from 13 universities, who
are arranging awareness campaigns and work-
shops on environmental issues, such as climate

Alongside their vision to engage the young
community in preserving nature, the organisa-
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In essence of the spirit of TEDx, TEDx Gulshan aims
towards churning the thoughts and opportunities that lie
within the community of young students, thought leaders,
academics and entrepreneurs to bring about a social change
or share an idea worth spreading.

DEADLINE: January 18, 2020 | Conference

Queen Elizabeth Commonwealth
Scholarships 2020 (Fully Funded)
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Applications are now open for the Queen Elizabeth Com-
monwealth Scholarships 2020. A Queen Elizabeth Com-
monwealth Scholarship is a unique opportunity to study
for a two-year master’s degree in low or middle-income
countries of the Commonwealth.
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SDGs&Her Competition 2020 for
Women Entrepreneurs (Trip to USA)
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SDGs&Her is an online competition for women entrepre-
neurs to showcase how they are supporting the Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs) through their business

operations.
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Eco-Network: Pledging
- to build a greener world

| ASHLEY SHOPTORSHI SAMADDAR

tion also work in various other sectors that assist
their mission. Their tree plantation programmes,
global climate strike, relief goods distribution in
the Gaibandha district, and inclusive events with
transgender community to ensure gender equali-
ty, are initiatives that are arranged and monitored
regularly.

Eco-Network has already collaborated with
around 12 academic institutions and is looking
forward to reach young people through their
campaigns scon. “We believe that young people
play an important role in ensuring a sustainable
environment, We hope that our platform manag-
es to create awareness in the youth community,
which in turn, will inspire them to take initiatives
in building a greener world,” concludes Shamim.



