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A potter keeps clay-made pots for drying at Kumarpara village in Bogura Sadar upazila.

Diversity of Bogur

MOSTAFA SHABUJ, Bogura

Looking at the yogurt tubs made by
Bogura's potters, it is difficult to imagine
that the ceramics industry once flourished
in the region.

Technology @ has made  pottery
production easy and less time consuming
but the variety of earthenware, which once
existed in Bogura, has disappeared over
time, and is now limited to yogurt pots
and bowls only.

The history of pottery in Bogura,
evident in the artefacts displayed
at the Archaeological Museum of
Mahasthangarh, dates back to the pre-
Mauryan period of the Iron Age, according
to Banglapedia.

Assistant Director of Department of
Archaeology, Bogura Regional Office,
Mujibur Rahman of said, all the artefacts
excavated from the ancient city of
Pundranagar, located in Mahasthangarh,
were made from clay.

During the Pundrabardhan era in
300BC even everyday ceramic tableware
and clay utensils took the form of art,
he said, adding that the diversity of
Mahasthangarh’s pottery depicts that there
were many families of potters in this area
throughout history.

The potters of Bogura mostly belong to
the Pala Hindu community and have been
engaged in this profession for generations.

Over the centuries, pottery has lost
its importance and relevance after the

discovery and use of metals including
brass, copper, silver and aluminium, and
inorganic materials such as plastic.

Visiting Palpara in Shekherkhola
village in Bogura Sadar upazila, this
correspondent talked with a number of
potters about the current condition of
their ancestral occupation.

Goshai Chandra Pal of the village
remembered a time when many village
markets --- Kalitola, Nunagola and
Shekherkhola haats --- would throng every
week around pottery trade.

“Even 10 years ago, we would go and
sell earthenware and clay toys in the haats,”
reminisced the 70-year-old.

Rafiqul Islam, 55, a stationery
shopkeeper of Kalitola Bazar in Bogura
town, also remembers the haats. "We
mostly use plastic and aluminium pots
and pans now. If someone needs, they go
to Palpara and order pottery,” he said.

Potter Rabindra Chandra Pal, 45, of
Palpara echoed Rafiqul.

People are no longer buying
earthenware. Now, beautiful, luxurious,
durable and varieties of porcelain, plastics,
silver, aluminium and other metal utensils
are available at much cheaper prices than
pottery, he said.

“To survive, we only make different
kinds of yogurt pots required by the
Bogura’s famous curd industry,” Rabindra
added.

Though the demand for pottery
declined, making and selling the product
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has in fact become easier, the potters said.

They no longer have to work hard to
prepare the soil with their hands. Potters
now can make huge quantities of curd-
pots in a short time using electric-motored
wheel.

However, the prices of their products
did not go up as expected. Female potter
Ambika Pal, 50, said, “The price of the soil,
electricity, labour costs have all gone up,
but our best curd-pot is selling for only Tk
26. Therefore, many are choosing other
professions like agriculture, day labour
and shop-keeping.”

Moreover, the school goers do not
have any interest to join the traditional
profession, she said.

Adhir Chandra Pal, 60, said, “About 10
to 15 years ago, we had to go from village
to village on foot to sell clay utensils. It was
difficult to make a sale of Tk 200 to Tk 250
in one day.”

“But now traders from different districts
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in peril

come with trucks and CNG-run auto
rickshaws, and buy our curd-pots in bulk.
This has made our life a lot easier but the
price of these pots did not increase with
the rise in cost of living,” he said.

Although, demand for curd-pots kept
the pottery profession alive in Bogura,
potters fear that this too will not last long.

Lalita Rani Pal, 48, a female potter of
Shekherkola village, said, “If plastic curd-
pots arrive at our locality then we all will
lose our traditional profession.”

Bangladesh Small and  Cottage
Industries Corporation office (BSCIC) in
Bogura could not provide any exact data
on the total number of potters in the area
or the industry’s turnover.

Deputy General Manager (acting in-
charge) of BSCIC Bogura Md Zahedul
Islam said, "There might be more than
1,000 families of potters in the district.
Their present situation is not good
because people are not interested to buy
earthenware. *

Zahedul said, there are centres in Dhaka
and Cumilla to train potters on designed
ceramics and if potters come to them,
BSCIC will arrange for their training and
small loans and microcredits.

However, the potters of Shekherkhola
are unaware about BSCIC's programmes.
Goshai Chandra Pal told this
correspondent that most potters avail
loans from local NGOs. “We have not
heard about any training or microcredit
facilities from BSCIC.”

Newsmen protest death
threat to fellow

OQur CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Journalists held a programme on Shaheed Minar Road in
Habiganj's Baniachong upazila yesterday demanding immediate
arrest of the culprit who gave death threat to a local newsman.

“Alongside giving death threats, the perpetrators sent
shrouds to me,” said Imdadul Hossain Khan, Habiganj
district correspondent of the Daily Tribunal, also general
secretary of Baniachong Press Club.

He lodged a general diary with Baniachong Police
Station on Tuesday seeking security of life, said Ranjan
Kumar Samonto, officer in charge of the police station.

A good number of people including journalists of
electronic and print media and leaders of political and
social organizations joined yesterday's protest programme
presided over by senior journalist Angur Mia.

Manikganj celebrates
liberation today

Our CORRESPONDENT, Manikeanj

Valiant freedom fighters of Manikganj, then a sub-division,
liberated their motherland on this day in 1971 with
hoisting the national flag atop Primary Training Institute
in the district headquarters.

In March 1971, people of Manikganj, under the
leadership of Captain Abdul Halim Chowdhury, put up
resistance against the Pakistani occupation forces.

The freedom fighters started training with firearms after
collecting those from Manikganj armoury on March 27,
the day after the country’s independence was declared.

While the Pakistan forces captured several important
establishments in the district and killed many innocent
people, the freedom fighters formed ‘Biplobi Parishad’ at
Kowri village in Harirampur upazila and fought the enemy
in a number of battles, splitting into several groups.

On October 28, the freedom fighters - led by Engineer
Tobarak Hossain Ludu, Lokman Hossain and Zahidur Rahman
-- in a fierce battle killed 82 Pakistani soldiers and held 50 others
with injuries at Golaidanga village in today’s Singair upazila.

Meanwhile, in an operation led by Bir Protik Ibrahim,
the freedom fighters blew up Siddhirganj power station.

On November 22, Pakistan forces attacked Teroshree
village in Ghior upazila and killed 43 innocent lives including
Atiar Rahman, principal of Terosree College and Siddheswary
Prosad Roy Chowdhury, a former Zamindar of the area.

The freedom fighters in a major offensive during the last
week of the month pushed towards the then sub-divisional
headquarters by defeating the enemy forces at a number of battles.

Finally, on December 13, they declared Manikganj sub-
division free from occupation, said Engineer Tobarak,
commander of Bangladesh Muktijoddha Sangsad in
Manikganj district unit.

A memorial for the martyred freedom hghters of
Manikganj was built in March 2006 in front of Shaheed
Miraz-Tapan Stadium.

The plaque at the memorial has only 39 names of
martyrs engraved as the authorities, 48 years after the war
was won, are yet to prepare a complete list of martyrs in the
district, lamented freedom fighter Lokman Hakim.

In December 2016, a memorial named ‘Adomyo Ekattor’
was built with 50 names of martyred freedom fighters
engraved on its plaque.

On the occasion of liberating Manikganj, Muktijuddher
Bijoy Mela Parishad is organising a 15-day-long ‘Muktijuddher
Bijoy Mela’, scheduled to start today at 3:00pm.

Health and Family Welfare Minister and Manikganj-3
lawmaker Zahid Maleque will attend the programme as
chief guest.

At the fair there will be a photo exhibition, discussions,
Jatra, puppet show, Paala Gaan, theatre, cultural
competitions and sporting events. Also, around 300 stalls
will showcase various items including books, clothes,
musical instrument, food and toys, said Abdul Majid,
member secretary of the Parishad.
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A launch anchors in sawmill area instead of Kalapara launch terminal of Patuakhali,

causing immense sufferings to passengers.
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Launch ghat lies unused for 2yrs

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Although a new pontoon and jetty lie at
Kalapara launch ghat, its leaser is not using
the terminal for launches for long.

Instead, launches are anchoring in the
sawmill area, about 400 metres away from
the ghat, causing immense sufferings to
passengers.

Bangladesh Inland Water Transport
Authority (BIWTA) set up the pontoon and
jetty at the launch ghat two years ago but
leaser Tanvir Munshi is yet to operate it for
launches.

Three launches ply separate internal
routes in Kalapara and its adjacent
Rangabali upazilas. Launch is the only
means of communication for shoal people
in the area.

Of them, two launches run between
Kalapara and Rangabali upazila and the
rest runs between Kalapara and Mowdubi,
a fish landing station under Rangabali
upazila, and as Mowdubi and Rangabali
are isolated areas, there is no road linking
the areas.

Md Rashedul Islam of Mowdubi
area said they often come to Kalapara
upazila headquarters by launch and face
immense problem while getting on or off
the launch.

Especially  children and female
passengers are the worst sufferers, he said.

Abdur Rahman of Taktabunia Bazar in
Rangabali upazila said despite repeated
pleas, the authorities concerned are yet to
take any steps in this regard.

Locals said many traders of Rangabali
and Mowdubi areas take their goods from
Kalapara town and most wholesale grocery
shops lie near the sawmill area.

The traders prefer to use the sawmill area
as they do not have to pay more money
for loading and unloading goods but the
traders will have to spend extra money for
carrying cost while loading and unloading
from the ghat as the place is far away from
the sawmill area.

Abdul Jabbar, supervisor of ML Tushar-2,
a single-decker launch on Kalapara-
Mowdubi route, said as per instruction
from the leaser of the launch ghat, the
launch anchors in sawmill area instead of
the gaht.

Contacted, leaser Tanvir Munshi said
‘I asked the launch authority to use the
terminal but they don't listen to me.”

He declined to make any further
comment on the issue.

Contacted, Kwaja Sadiqur Rahman,
deputy director of BIWTA in Patuakhali,
said they have already got an allegation
over the matter.

They will take action after investigating
the incident, he said.

S Diuir Roy, Lalmonirhat

he has started earning well.

produces this season.

Aditmari upazila.

Vegetable growers in Lalmonirhat are earning
more than expected profits from selling their

The situation has arisen as demand of winter
vegetables from the northern districts has
increased after Cyclone Bulbul in last month
damaged vast vegetable fields in the country’s
southern region, said farmers and traders.

"We are getting 50 to 60 percent profit from
selling vegetables this season,” said Nazrul
Islam, 58, a farmer at Kamlabari village in

Mozaharul Islam, 50, of Mogholhat village in
Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila said he has cultivated
cauliflower on eight bighas of land where from

from our field,” he said.

growing bottle gourd on five bigh

“Now | am selling each cauliflower at Tk 12
or 13 in the field but it was only Tk 6 or 7 in
last year. The item sees a huge demand as a good
number of traders from Dhaka are buying it

Atul Chandra Roy, 40, a vegetable grower at
Durakuti village in the same upazila, said after
as of land he
is getting around 60 percent profit from the sale
while it was 25 to 30 percent in last year.

Sarwar Hossain, 55, a farmer at Karnapur
village in Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila, said all
kinds of vegetables are selling at higher prices
this year as traders from Dhaka and other areas
are buying these at good prices, following
shortage of supply from the southern districts.

Vegetable growers all smiles

Lalmonirhat farmers earn much better as produces in the N dist see higher
demand after Cyclone Bulbul damaged vegetables in South

“We are buying vegetables at high rates from
the growers in northern region for supplying
to different markets. There is huge demand of
winter vegetables among the customers,” said
Ahatul Islam Sarker, 48, a vegetable trader from
the capital.

A variety of vegetables have been cultivated
on 9,000 hectares of land in five upazilas of
the district, said officials of the Department of
Agriculture Extension (DAE) in Lalmonirhat.

“Generally farmers get good profit from
vegetable cultivation. This season they are
getting more than expected prices. Our officials
always provide technical support to farmers to
help them get good yield,” said Bidhubhushon
Roy, deputy director of DAE in the district.
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placed three medical reports
before the court. One report was
prepared during the trial of the

were Justice Muhammad Imman
Ali, Justice Hasan Foez Siddique,
Justice Zinat Ara,

SC denies her bail

Justice Abu

year after she was sentenced to five
years imprisonment in a separate
corruption case.

The whole nation is not only
stunned but also aggrieved. People
expected that their leader [Khaleda]

Zia Charitable Trust case and
the other two were prepared on
October 12 and December 11 this
year.

He then read out all the medical
reports.

“The board is eagerly waiting
for the consent of Khaleda Zia
for the treatments that have been
suggested for her,” he added.

On November 28, the Appellate
Division gave the order to form a
medical board to assess Khaleda's
health condition.

Justice Syed Mahmud Hossain
said, “It is a unanimous order.”

“The |bail] petition is dismissed
with the observation that the
writ petitioner met the necessary
format. The board is directed
to take steps for immediate
advanced treatment... as per
recommendations of the board,”
he added.

Other members of the bench

Bakar Siddiquee and Justice Md
Nuruzzaman.

Khaleda moved the apex court
on November 14, challenging
a High Court order that turned
down her bail petition in the Zia
Charitable Trust corruption case on
September 11.

The BNP chief's bail plea had
been turned down twice before --
on July 31 and September 3.

On August 8, 2011, the Anti-
Corruption Commission filed
the Zia Charitable Trust case with
Tejgaon police against four people,
including Khaleda. They were
accused of abusing power in raising
funds for the trust from unknown
sources.

A special court jailed Khaleda
and three others for seven years in
the case on October 29 last year.
Khaleda later moved the High
Court for bail.

The former prime minister has
been in jail since February 8 last

She is currently being treated
at BSMMU. Her party accuses
the government of not providing
adequate treatment to Khaleda.

Security in the court area was
stepped up to avert any untoward
incident yesterday.

Before the proceedings started,
the chief justice ordered both the
prosecution and defence to ensure
the presence of 30 lawyers from
each side in the courtroom and
adjourned it for five minutes.

Soon after the verdict, pro-BNP
lawyers staged demonstrations
in the court area, protesting the
verdict.

“We battled for bail. Denying
bail on a seven-year imprisonment
is unprecedented. It will remain
as a disgraceful move by the
Supreme Court,” Khaleda’s adviser
Khandaker Mahbub told journalists
after the verdict was given.

BNP ‘FRUSTRATED'
“We are frustrated and aggrieved.

would get justice from the top court
of the country. But, unfortunately,
she was denied [justice|,” BNP
Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul
said.

The BNP leader said the party
will bring out processions in every
ward of Dhaka city after 2:00pm
on Sunday. “We will announce our
next course of action later.”

Meanwhile, Awami League
General Secretary Obaidul Quader
said the government had nothing
to do with Khaleda Zia's corruption
case,

“The judiciary is enjoying full
freedom under Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's rule. The case
against Khaleda Zia is a corruption
case. So, the government has
nothing to do with it," Quader,
also road, transport and bridges
minister, told journalists while
speaking at the triennial council
of Kurigram Awami League.



