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Suchitra finds silver lining
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Suchitra Rani’s father Santosh Chandra, 
a village doctor in Tangail’s Gopalpur 
upazila, died when she was taking Higher 
Secondary Examinations in May.

Despite the shock of losing the only 
income generator in her family, she passed 
the exams with flying colours. 

But when the young talent, a resident 
of Sahapur village, got selected at 
Rajshahi Medical College, her future 
looked bleak as her father left nothing 
but a small dwelling to support her 
higher education.

After exhausting all her resources, 
Suchitra’s widowed mother Mukti Rani, a 
homemaker, had given up arranging the 
finances for her daughter’s dream of being 
a physician.  

Taking notice of her plight, Tangail 
district administration has recently stepped 
forward to provide assistance to Suchitra.       

Just when her classes at the medical 
school were about to start, in January 
next year, Tangail Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Shahidul Islam recently handed 
over Tk 35,000 to her from government 
funds for buying books and supplies, 
including a human skeleton for 
anatomy course.  

Yesterday, the DC handed over an 
additional Tk 25,000 to her and assured her 
of providing all necessary financial support 

on behalf of the administration throughout 
her studies at the medical school, as long as 
he holds the office of DC in Tangail.   

“Although born in a poor family in a 
remote area, Suchitra is a bright student. 
Something great can be achieved 
through helping such a meritorious 
girl,” the DC said. 

Thanking the DC for the support, 
Suchitra said she would in return 
also continue her endeavours to 
provide medical care to the needy 
in rural areas after she becomes a 
cardiologist. 

She also thanked Amir Khasru, 
assistant superintendent of police 
in Tangail (Gopalpur circle), for 
the generous contribution he made 
towards the admission fee at the 
medical college.  

Bridge for thousands lies 
broken for years
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

Communications with Harinakundo upazila 
town have been immensely difficult for 
thousands of inhabitants in 10 villages in the 
upazila for the last two years.

The lone bridge connecting the upazila town 
with Daulatpur bazar turned impassable after a 
large section of it collapsed two years ago. 

Water Development Board (WDB) built 
it over a canal in 1960 under the Ganga-
Kapotakkho irrigation project. The last repair 
work WDB did on the bridge was ten years ago. 

But ever since the bridge sustained the 
massive damage couple of years ago, WDB did 
not take any steps to ease people’s sufferings, 
alleged many of the villagers.

Residents of the ten villages -- Ahadnagar, 

Sanatanpur, Maharajpur and Mrigibathan to 
name a few -- filed several petitions with WDB 
over the years, but to no avail, they also said.     

Getting no hope from WDB, some locals 
mended a small part on the damaged section of 
the bridge by placing a bamboo platform there, 
villagers told this correspondent during a recent 
visit.

Nurul Alam from Ahadnagar village said 
very light vehicles such as bicycles, rickshaws 
and motorbikes have been crossing the bridge’s 
bamboo platform while maintaining extra 
caution. 

He also said the gaping hole beside the 
platform, however, still poses risk of a fatal 
accident and many people already sustained 
severe injuries falling through it.

Rickshaw puller Tarikul Islam said his 
passengers have to get off the rickshaw so the 
empty vehicle can be pulled over the bamboo 
platform very slowly. 

Crossing the bridge on the makeshift 
platform is risky for anyone. Besides, this 
situation compels him to work longer hours 
for making a decent earning in one day, he also 
said.   

Contacted, Sub-Assistant Inspector Khurshid 
Sharif of WDB office in Harinakundo said the 
office did not have necessary manpower or 
funding for the repair work of the damaged 
bridge. 

He already wrote to the higher authorities 
regarding the bridge and it will be fixed as soon 
as funds are allocated for it, he added.

A man pedals his bicycle over the bamboo platform that the villagers put on a broken section of the bridge on the road between Harinakundo 

upazila town and Daulatpur bazar in the same upazila. The photo was taken recently.   PHOTO: STAR

Kurigram, 
Lalmonirhat AL 
council held
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Lalmonirhat

The triannual council of 
Lalmonirhat district unit 
of Awami League (AL) 
was held at the district 
council auditorium in 
the town on Wednesday 
after seven years while the 
council of Kurigram AL was 
held yesterday, report our 
correspondents.

Incumbent committee’s 
president Motahar Hossain, 
MP, and general secretary 
advocate Maatiar Rahman, 
also chairman of District 
Council, were made 
president and secretary 
again in the council of 
Lalmonirhat AL at the 
directive of party President 
Sheikh Hasina over 
cellphone.

As chief guest AL 
central committee’s 
presidium member Ramesh 
Chandra Sen inaugurated 
the conference around 
11:00am.

Party central committee’s 
joint secretary Jahangir 
Kabir Nanak was present 
there as key speaker. 
Social Welfare Minister 
Nuruzzaman Ahmed, also 
the local lawmaker, was 
also present at the council 
as special guest.

Incumbent district unit 
president Motahar Hossain, 
MP, presided over the 
inaugural session.

Nanak in his speech 
said as intruders are the 
harmful for the party and 
its activists, everybody 
should be aware of and 
build resistance against 
the intruders from BNP 
and Jamaat.

Nanak added the 
vested quarters, led 
by BNP-Jamaat, are 
still active to hinder 
country’s development. 
So, party activists should 
remain vigilant.

He also urged all to 
work together for the 
welfare of the country. 

Meanwhile, the 
triannual council of 
Kurigram AL was held in 
the town hall yesterday 
after six years.

Incumbent committee’s 
general secretary Md Jafar 
Ali, also the zilla parishad 
chairman, and joint 
secretary Aman Uddin 
Ahmed Manju, also the 
Sadar upazila parishad 
chairman, were made 
president and general 
secretary in the council in 
presence of party’s General 
Secretary Obaidul Quader.

The last council of the 
district AL was held on 
February 6 in 2013. 


