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Unmanned level 
crossing poses risk
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

A level crossing near Mohimaganj railway 
station has remained without gate and 
gateman for long, posing risk of accidents, 
thanks to the authorities’ ignorance of the 
matter.

It is very busy industrial area in 
Mohimaganj upazila town. As Rangpur 
Sugar Mill and several knitwear factories lie 
there, the area remains always jam-packed 
with pedestrians and different types of 
vehicles. 

Meanwhile, after construction of 
Melandaha Bridge over the Bangalee river, 
people’s movement has increased at the 
level crossing on the road connecting 
Shaghata upazila.

Sixteen trains ply across Mohimaganj 
railway station every day, said stationmaster 
Nazrul Islam.

But the railway authorities simply placed 

a placard stating that ‘As there is no gateman 
at the level crossing, people should cross it 
at their own risk’, said locals. 

Alam Mia, driver of a three-wheeler, said 
they often got stuck in traffic jam while 
passing the level crossing.

Solaiman Ali, a trader of Mohimaganj 
bazar, said the level crossing has remined 
without gateman for long, exposing 
commuters, especially schoolchildren, and 
vehicles to accidents.

Stationmaster Nazrul Islam said the 
level crossing has remained uncared for 
long, posing risk of accidents.

They have already informed the higher 
authorities about the matter but to no 
respond yet, said Nazrul.

Local people urged the railway 
authorities to take immediate steps to 
set up gates on both the sides of the level 
crossing and appoint a gateman as well. A level crossing near Mohimaganj railway station in Gaibandha has remained without gate and gateman for long, posing risk of accidents.
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Bandarban townspeople 

deprived of civic amenities
SANJOY KUMAR BARUA, Bandarban

Basic civic amenities still elude the 
residents of Bandarban town, 35 
years after it started functioning as a 
municipality.

Problems like inadequate supply 
of drinking water, lack of sewerage 
system and public toilets, scanty 
streetlights, narrow and broken roads, 
and lack of recreational facilities 
continued affecting the residents even 
after the district town was upgraded 
to ‘A’ category municipality in 2002.

Human wastes and garbage of the 
town are discharged directly into the 
Sangu river, polluting the waterbody 
flowing through the town.

As the municipality authority 
failed to set up sufficient potable 
water points, many people have 
installed deep tube-wells at their 
house with own cost.

Most of the areas become dark 
soon after evening due to absence of 

streetlights.
Thirty-seven ethnic Marma 

families living at Godar Para under 
the municipality have to collect their 
drinking water from a jhiri (natural 
water flow) while electricity still 
remains a dream for them, said Aung 
Kyaw Ching Marma, a local.

The poor inhabitants have to pay 
municipality tax without getting any 
facilities, said U Chaw Mong, karbari 
(headman) of Godar Para.

“We hardly feel that we are living 
in a municipality area as the facilities 
are very poor. Waterlogging is very 
common in Bandarban town now as 
most of the land of Myaksi canal have 
been grabbed,” said Robiul Islam of 
Army Para area.

Amzad Hossain, convener of 
citizens’ welfare association in 
Bandarban, said buses, microbuses, 
trucks and three-wheelers are often 
parked on the roads as there is no 

parking area in the municipality.
Touhidul Islam, secretary of 

Bandarban municipality, said, 
“Bandarban Hill District Council is 
the authority to supply water in the 
town. We are repairing most of the 
roads of the municipality area under 
different government projects.”

“We could not provide 
adequate civic amenities for 
the townspeople as there was 
not sufficient allocation for the 
purpose. Necessary steps will be 
taken to solve the problems as 
soon as possible,” said Islam Baby, 
mayor of the municipality.

“The picturesque tourist spots 
of the district attract thousands of 
visitors from home and abroad 
round the year but lack of facilities 
including potable water hampers 
tourism here,” said Sirajul Islam, 
secretary of hotel owners’ association 
in Bandarban. 

A woman collects water from a jhiri 

(small water flow in hills) at Godar Para 

in Bandarban municipality as there is 

no other source of drinking water in the 

vicinity. Inset, a broken road in the area.    
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Rally to stop early marriage
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

A colourful procession was brought out in the city yesterday to make 
Mymensingh division free from child marriage.

Mymensingh divisional office has chalked out daylong programmes 
ahead of the Mujib Year (Mujib Borsho) scheduled to be celebrated round 
the next year. 

The programmes included a colourful rally, discussion meeting and 
human chain.  

Members of different socio-cultural organisations and students of 
different educational institutions also took part in the procession that 
paraded the main thoroughfares of the city. 

State Minister for Cultural Affairs KM Khalid Babu inaugurated the 
daylong programme as the chief guest. 

Divisional Commissioner Khondoker Mustafizur Rahman and Deputy 
Commissioner of Mymensingh Md Mizanur Rahman, among others, 
addressed the programme.

The divisional commissioner said the programme was declared on 
December 1 this year. On the same day, they also arranged a meeting, 
where the marriage registrars of the division were present. 

Some 20 events including meetings with union parishad chairmen, 
members, religious leaders and guardians and students of every educational 
institution in the division will be held next year. 

The programme will continue until the final goal is achieved, said the 
divisional commissioner.

Administration and police will also remain vigilant to take immediate 
action against the perpetrators of early marriage, he added.

Fire guts 17 
houses, hurts 2
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kurigram

A fire gutted at least 17 houses at Nilkantho 
village in Belgachha union of Kurigram 
Sadar upazila early yesterday.

Two people also sustained burn injuries 
in the fire incident. They were later admitted 
to Kurigram General Hospital. 

Local people said the fire originated from 
an electric short circuit of a house around 
1:00am and soon engulfed the adjacent 16 
dwellings.

On information, firefighters rushed to 
the spot and doused the blaze after hours 
of frantic efforts, said local union parishad 
(UP) member Aminul Islam.

At the time, two men sustained burn 
injuries when they tried to douse the fire, 
said villagers. 

Saiful Islam, a resident of the area, said 
the fire gutted his household items worth 
Tk one lakh.

The UP member claimed that the loss 
caused by the fire go up to Tk 20 lakh. 


