B2 | The Bally Star

DHAKATUESDAY DECEMBER 10, 2019, AGRAHAYAN 25, 1426 BS

The Asia-Pacific Conference on
Financing inclusive and
Sustainable Development

Message

1 am pleased 10 know that International Chamber of Commerce, Bangladesh is organizing The
Asia-Pacific Conference on Financing inclusive and Sustainable Development’ in Dhaka on 10-12
December 2019. The focus of the conference is Exploring a New Financial Landscape for Asia and
the Pacific.

The present government under able leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has pulled
Bangladesh from low income to a middle income country and has embarked upon a remarkable
journey towards development and prosperity The country has turned into one of the fastest
growing economics of the Asia-Pacific region. Our economic challenges of transformation from
least developed to developing country need to be kept in mind and initiatives should be taken
to make this transformation sustainable and public oriented. ICC Bangladesh can play a catalytic
role in achieving development goals by generating employment, endorsing innovative ideas and
pushing forward the development pace of the country steering the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) agenda by 2030.

Challeniges and uncertainties of global economy are best felt in the business world. ICC Bangladesh
has invited the best set of policy makers, experts, business professionals to address this during the
three day Conference in Dhaka. I am sure the Conference would be a very useful platform that
will offer the best policy guidelines and pragmatic recommendations in achieving SDGs in the
Asia-Pacific Region.

1 am happy to know that International Chamber of Commerce, The world business organization
is observing its worldwide ‘Centenary Celebration” in 2019, 1 also congratulate ICC Bangladesh on
its completion of 25 years of service to the country and the business community. I wish the Asia
Pacific Conference a grand success.

Khoda Halez, May Bangladesh Live Forever.
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1 am very happy 10 learn that the Bangladesh Natonal Committee of the International Chamber of
Commerce (1CC) - The world business organization, United Nations Economic and Soctal Commission
for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), Asian Development Bank (ADB) and The London Institute of Banking
and Finance (LIBF), UK are going to organize The Asia Pacific Conference on Financing inclusive and
Sustainable under the patronage of the Ministry of Finance; in Dhaka on 10-12 December
2019. My heartiest Congratulation to International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) for its ‘Centenary
Celebration’ globally and ‘Silver Jubilee Celebration’ of ICC Bangladesh.

In 2015 world leaders agreed upon a set of global poals for sustainable development. By committing to
the Sustainable Goals (SDGs), the member states of the United Nations have agreed to an
agenda which is a plan of action for people, planet and prosperity. It also seeks to strengthen universal peace
in larger freedom. Eradicating poverty in all its forms, including extreme poverty, is the greatest global
challenge and an essential requirement for sustainable development.
The major challenge to achieve the 2030 UN Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is
financing Although interests in inclusive and sustainable financing are growing from
private sectors, the most needed investment for SDGs related projects remain underfunded.
and intemational fmancial to be in line with inclusive and sustainable development, we will il
to accomplish the SDGs fully
T am hopeful that the Conference which is a public-private collaboration of the Asia-Pacific Region, will
be able to come up with a *Road Map"® for the partners to create that are consistent and a
direction to the countries to realize their roles and responsibilities on financing of inclusive and sustainable
development so that no one is left behind.

[ wish the Conference all success.
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On the suspicious occasion of 100 years of International Chamber of Commerce, The world business
organization in 2019, it is very welcome news that International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) - Bangladesh
has organized The Asia-Pacific Conference on inclusive and Sustainable t in Dhaka
n&l&li&mhﬂlgmm&m&m;mwm for Asia and

We know International Chamber of Commerce headquartered
World War 1. We have always appreciated the global role this unique

in Paris was established in 1919 in the

backdrop of devastating post

organization has played since its very inception.

We are aware of the current concerns of multilateral trade where fair international is
hindered by continuing high barriers and lesser state support, and also of areas where trade i
has not kept pace with changes to the global economy We also know that market distortions remain

significant barrier in the key areas of global trade.

We appreciate the ICC identified intervening areas namely reliable and cost-effective sources of fimancing,
effective regulations to allow business to contribute to economies and societies, increasing dependence
on information and communication technologies (ICTs), economic and social benefits of diversity, role of
business in global governance, inmovation and intellectual property (IF) systems, counterfeiting and piracy,
trade and investment and overall responsible business.
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Planning are wor dedicatedly 10 translate visions into reality assist various ministries
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1CC Bangladesh, now in its j quarter of century, has been playing a significant role since its
inception in the develop tmiz:pmthufm:mllmd:mdmmdﬂ:m

The conference on Financing inclusive and Sustainable Development organized by 1CC Banglaciesh will

address many of the emerging issues and challenges. p

I believe that this conference of the prominent of the business world will be of
uummmm:humxmum;mwgmmm.

1 wish the conference a success,
Joy Bangla! Joy Bangabandhu!
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M.A. Mannan MP
Minister
Ministry of Planning
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Message

I am happy to know that International Chamber of Commerce (ICC)-Bangladesh is organizing
The Asia-Pacific Conference on inclusive and Sustainable ' in Dhaka
on 10-12 December 2019 in order to celebrate 1CCs Global and Silver Jubilee of

ICC Bangladesh. I extend my heartfelt congratulations to both ICC Global and its Bangladesh
chapter on this occasion.

The theme of this years conference “Exploring & New Financial Landscape for Asia and the
Pacific’, 1 think, is a time-befitting one. ICC-Bangladesh has organized the conference in
association with the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(UNESCAP), Asian Bank (ADB), The London Institute of Banking and Finance
(LIBF) with the support of the Ministry of Finance, Government of Bangladesh.

At the United Nations Sustainable Development Summit on 25 September 2015, world leaders
adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which includes a set of 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) to end poverty, fight inequality and injustice, and tackle climate
change by 2030.

We are committed along with the world leaders to achieving sustainable development in
economic, social, and environmental dimensions in a balanced and integrated manner.
Meaningful partnership and cooperation are equally essential, both at the local and global level
for amtaining SDGs. Exchange of ideas would enhance our understanding of the development
journey and it will also assist us in replicating the best practices with our own context. I am
confident that the conference will offer proper policy recommendations that can be tailored to
country specific conditions in achieving SDGs in the Asia Pacific Region. | am sure that together
we can bring the benefits of the SDGs to most marginalized people often at the bottom of the
society.

1 wish every initiative of the conference a grand success.

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandin
May Bangladesh Live Forever.

Prime Minister
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
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T1am 10 learn that International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), fs to The
mndﬁnmcﬂﬂummmuﬂq lnMﬂmmmmwﬁm%mw December
marks the centenary celebration of International Chamber of Commerce

2019, The event
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The greatest ﬂﬂm%dmmwm bur Rahman struggled
for establishing a poverty-iree, h Etu"Snmz his footprint, his
able Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina mh:tm country on the
“Pathway to Prosperity”, Under her visionary leadership, "Economic identified as the
pﬂlﬂ[ﬂmghdﬁhﬂnmmmmhu policy interventions, we attained
the key Development Goals way before the and hmmpunmn;ﬂwﬂﬁmuﬂ:
Eﬂmﬁuﬁﬁnﬁ}wﬂhhmw
is on the right track to the year 2021 and a developed
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have ourselves from the status of an LDC to that of a lower middle-income country.
The investment in Bangladech is one of most friendly among the competing nations. Thanks to the

last ome decade; the percentage of people having access 1o electricity has gone up to 94% in 2019 from 47%

in 2010. The Payra deep-sea port started basic Tionln 2016. The country’s road infrastructure
has also been broadened and modemnized in the The Dhaka metro rail is expected

to kick off from next year. The povernment mulls to set up one of the most modern
airport for which site has already been designated.

Bangladesh has the advantage of youth bulge. The Iresh university graduates are IT literate, proficient in

and fast learners. The IT sector has been enjoying the of a thrust sector for a long period
of time. Bangladesh has all the prospects to emerge as an IT hub in the region. We seek investment in the
Special Economic Zones and hi-tech parks.

1 hope that the ICC event would be a great success in terms of projecting Bangladesh as a trade and
investrient destination.

1 wish the Conference a grand success.
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Its good to know that International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), The world business organization is having
its Centenary Celebration worldwide this year. 1CC Bangladesh is also celebrating 15 years of its presence
in Bangladesh.

I happy to leam that, on this occasion, 1CC Bangladesh has The Asia-Pacific Conference on
Financing inchusive and Sustainable Development in Dhaka on 10-12 December 2019.

Bangladesh stands to capitalize on smart improvements it has made to bolster e-commerce-friendly
mmmﬁmdmmgmmhiﬁﬂﬂﬂmhﬁmmmﬂ
seen as next South Astan ICT destination.

Under the able leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, MP. we, tnﬂulﬂni:zniﬂnmmmmmnﬁn;
w&mmmwmmmm to poverty and inequality
Imhmmdmcwmwmmmmmmm
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacihc (UN-ESCAP), Asian Development Bank (ADE), The Londen
Institute of Banking and Finance (LIBF) under the patronage of the Ministry of Finance, Government of
I hope the deliberations during the 3-day Conference will help in imitating a road-map for achieving the
SDGs by 2030,

I wish the conference w be a splendid success.

Joy Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu.

Tipu Munshi, MP

of Commerce
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
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Message

1 congratulate the International Chamber of Commerce in Bangladesh on the anniversaries you are
observing on this accasion.

Thank you for your commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals. Desplte considerable
advances, we are not on track to achieve them by 2030.

That is why | have called for a Decade of Action.

Financing is essential, and requires deep changes in both the public and private sectors. It is crucial
to align global economic policies and financial with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and the Paris Agreement on Climate

We need to scale up climate finance and invest in climate resilience.

We must also hammess new technologies to provide equitable financial access for all, especially women
and micro, small and medium-sized enterprises.

With adequate and innovative financing, we can build an inclusive and sustainable future for all.
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Antémio Guterres




