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Banned netting of 
shark continues 
unabated in Bay
PARTHA CHAKRABORTTY, Bagerhat

A section of fishermen continue illegal 
netting of sharks in the Bay of Bengal as the 
fish is sold for good prices in different areas 
of the country.

Due to this, the number of sharks in the 
Bay of Bengal sees a gradual decrease, said 
a fish wholesaler at KB Ghat, a large fish 
landing station in Bagerhat.

Several fishermen coming to sell fish 
there said they go for fishing in the sea amid 
life risk but most of the money received 
from selling the catches, including those of 
hilsa, has to be given to the trawler owners 
as rent and repayment of advance money. 

“We also get kamots (sharks), shaplapata 
and golpata fishes for which we don’t have 
to give any money to the trawler owner. 
And so, we catch these to get a good return,” 
said a Shamsu, a fisherman.

 Once sharks were aplenty in the Bay 
of Bengal but it is less available now, said 
Itrup, another fisherman. 

A large shark weighing three to five 
maunds can be sold for Tk 30,000 to 
50,000 while a small sized shark, locally 
called churi kamot, brings up to Tk 150 
each, said fishermen. 

Fish wholesalers at KB Ghat, Pathorghata, 
Pararhaat as well as fish drying centres at 
Dublar Char and Putimari Char in the 
Sundarbans buy these sharks to sell for 

high prices in different areas of the country.
Shark fins often find way to posh hotels, 

stakeholders said, adding that the item is 
also exported to different countries. 

“We buy churi kamot from KB Bazar. 
After drying, we send it to Chattogram. 
The item is also available in Barishal, 
Patharghata, Barguna, and Cox’s Bazar,” 
a leader of Bagerhat Coastal Fisheries 
Association said, seeking anonymity. 

Prof Dr Md Nazmul Hasan of the 
Department of Fisheries and Marine 
Resource Technology of Khulna University 
said there is no statistics on the number of 
sharks in the coastal waters of Bangladesh. 

“Assessment of the stock and further 
research on sharks in the Bay of Bengal is 
needed to protect this species,” he said.

 Wildlife (Protection and Security) Act, 
2012, prohibits catching of many species 
including dolphins and sharks in the Bay, 
said Mahmudul Hasan, divisional forest 
officer of the Sundarbans (East) Forest 
Division. 

“In December, awareness campaigns 
will be conducted in different areas 
including Dublarchar, Meher Alir Char 
and Majher Kella to prevent catching of 
sharks and dolphins in the Sundarbans 
and the Bay. Besides, raids will be 
conducted if there is information of 
drying shark anywhere,” he said.Shark is kept for drying at Putimari Char in Bagerhat Sadar upazila. 
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Int’l Anti-Corruption 
Day observed in 
Tangail
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Speakers at a discussion, marking 
International Anti-Corruption Day 
yesterday in Tangail, expressed concern 
over rising trend of corruption in every 
section of the society.

Zila Durneeti Protirodh Committee 
organised the programme at conference 
room of Tangail deputy commissioner 
(DC).

Moderated by Tarun Yusuf, general 
secretary of the committee, Tangail DC 
Shahidul Islam addressed the discussion as 
the chief guest.  

Saying that corruption has taken the 
form of social illness and it is affecting 
the country’s development, the speakers 
urged enactment of tougher laws as well 
as united efforts to eradicate corruption 
from the society.  

Among others, Nazrul Islam, 

deputy director of Local Government 
Department; Shafiqul Islam, additional 
superintendent of police in Tangail; 
Mostafizur Rahman, deputy director 
of district coordination office of the 
Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC); 
Kazi Golam Ahad, senior information 
officer in Tangail; and Ataur Rahman 
Azad, vice-president of Zila Durneeti 
Protirodh Committee, also spoke at the 
programme.

Earlier, the day’s events started with 
hoisting of the national flag at the ACC 
office in the town.

With an aim to raise awareness against 
corruption, an hour-long human chain 
was later formed in front of the town’s 
Shaheed Minar. People from all walks 
of life, including government officials, 
representatives of different social 
organisations and students, took part at the 
human chain.   
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Marking International Anti-Corruption Day yesterday, people from all walks of life 

formed an hour-long human chain in front of the Shaheed Minar in Tangail town. Zila 

Durneeti Protirodh Committee, Tangail organised the event. 

Commuters suffer for years 
for want of bridge
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

People of six villages in Sadullapur 
union of Gopalganj’s Kotalipara 
upazila have been suffering for 
long for want of a permanent 
bridge over a canal.

Locals said around four 
thousand villagers use a makeshift 
bamboo bridge on the canal to 
reach their destination.

Especially school kids are 
the worst sufferers due to the 
communication problem.

The suffering is beyond 
description when they need to take 
a critical patient to hospitals in the 

upazila or district headquarters, 
said the villagers.

People of Tikoriyabari, Kalibari, 
Golabari, Bohorabari, Daskhin 
Kandi and Hajrabari villages use 
the 40-feet-long bamboo bridge to 
go to their destinations including 
different education institutions 
and markets every day.

During a recent visit, this 
correspondent found villagers 
crossing the makeshift bamboo 
bridge on the canal amid risk of 
accident. 

Sudhir Barai, 85, of Hajrabari 
village, said a permanent bridge is 
badly needed for the canal. 

“I have to cross the canal 
twice a month to visit doctors in 
the district headquarters, which 
is really very tough for me. If a 
permanent bridge is built there, 
he can take a rickshaw to visit the 
doctors,” said Sudhir.  

Mausumi Dhali, 15, a student 
of Class IX of Hajrabar-Tikabari 
High School, said they have 
to cross the canal six times a 
day to go to the school and the 
private tutor’s house amid risk of 
accident.

Ninth-grade Ashis Barai, 14, of 
the same school, said “If we do not 
use the bamboo bridge, we have to 

walk more three kilometres to go 
to our school.”

Bhim Barai, chairman of 
Sadullapur Union Parishad 
(UP), said people of the area are 
suffering a lot for long for want of 
a permanent bridge over the canal. 

They have already informed the 
authorities concerned about the 
matter but to no respond yet, said 
the UP chairman.

Rashedur Rahman, project 
implementation officer (PIO) in 
Kotalipara upazila, said “I joined 
here a few days ago. Yet will 
take immediate steps to build a 
permanent bridge on the canal.”

Two elderly men cross the bamboo bridge over the canal amid risk of accident in Gopalganj’s Kotalipara upazila. PHOTO: STAR

LIBERATION WAR ’71

Mymensingh freed on this day
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

December 10 is a red letter day for the 
people of Mymensingh as the district 
tasted freedom from the Pakistani 
occupation army on the day in 1971. 

On April 17 in 1971, a fierce battle 
took place between Pak army and the 
freedom fighters in Tangail’s Kalihati 
and it continued for five days. 

The Pak troops managed to enter 
Mymensingh town on April 22. 

The freedom fighters built their 
stronghold in bordering Haluaghat 
upazila of the district. 

Between May and November in 
1971, the freedom fighters and the 
Pakistani occupation forces locked in 
fierce fighting at different places of the 
district and surrounding areas, where 
both sides witnessed heavy casualties.

On December 7, the freedom fighters 
freed Haluaghat from the occupation 
forces and on December 8, Phulpur and 
Bhaluka upazilas were freed, 

Liberation of Gouripur, Trishal, 
Ishwarganj and Tarakanda areas 
followed as the valiant freedom fighters 
forced the enemy to retreat from their 
occupied places in the district.

On December 10, freedom fighters 
led by Principal Motiur Rahman and 
Indian allied forces entered the town, 
driving out the occupation forces.

A large number of freedom fighters as 
well as ordinary freedom loving people 
in the district sacrificed their lives for the 
freedom of the motherland.

To keep the martyrs’ memory alive, 
a Liberation War memorial titled 
“Muktijuddho Smriti Saudha” was 

built on the bank of the Brahmaputra 
river in the town in 2000.

The district administration, 
Muktijoddha Sangsad’s district unit 
and Mymensingh Free and Victory Day 
Celebration Committee have jointly 
taken a week-long programme, at 
Chhoto Bazar ‘Mukto Mancha’ from 
today marking the day, said Ziauddin 
Ahmed, former assistant commander 
of Muktijoddha Sangsad, Mymensingh. 

Muktijuddho Smriti Saudha, a memorial built in honour of Liberation War 

martyrs, on the bank of the Brahmaputra river in Mymensingh town. PHOTO: STAR

TRIPLE MURDER IN BANARIPARA, BARISHAL

Police make three arrests
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhalakathi

Police on Saturday and Sunday made 
three arrests in connection with killings of 
three of a family in Banaripara upazila of 
Barishal on December 7. 

Shishir Kumar Paul, OC of Banaripara 
Police Station, said they arrested two suspects 
-- Zakir Hossain, a mason from Nalchhity in 
Jhalakathi; and Jewel, from Kaunia area in 
Barishal city -- on Saturday. 

They arrested Mishkat, daughter-in-law 
of victim Mariam Begum, 75, on Sunday 
night, he added. 

Mishkat’s husband and Mariam’s son 
Abdur Rouf is urrently in Kuwait. 

The OC said Zakir and Jewel in their 
confessional statements made with a 
Barishal court on Sunday admitted to 
have killed Mariam, her nephew Yousuf, 
18, and her son-in-law Mohammad Alam, 
55, a retired primary school teacher from 
Pirojpur’s Swarupkathi upazila.  

The killers also stole some gold jewellery 
from Mariam’s house, he added. 

According to their statements, mason 
Zakir developed physical relations 
with Mishkat while he was staying in 
Sailiabakpur village for nearly a year to 
construct a house for Mishkat’s husband.  

Mishkat and Zakir decided to kill 
Mariam and Yousuf as Mariam found out 

about their affair from Yousuf. Jewel was 
hired to help Zakir in the killings. 

Around 1:00am on December 7, after 
Mishkat opened the door, Zakir and Jewel 
entered the house and first strangled Yousuf 
to death. They then killed Alam, who was 
coincidentally staying at the house that 
night, as he witnessed Yousuf’s murder. The 
last one they killed was Mariam. 

Mishkat sent Tk 4,000 to Zakir from 
her cell phone for Jewel’s payment and the 
money was collected from a bKash agent 
in Barishal launch terminal area around 
4:30am that day.   

Mohammad Abdur Rakib, additional 
superintendent of police (ASP) in Barishal, 
said they made the arrests tracking the 
financial transactions made from the cell 
phones of the arrestees.   

Police seized the cell phone that was 
used to withdraw the money as well as the 
stolen gold jewellery from Zakir and Jewel’s 
possession. 

Both Zakir and Jewel were sent to 
Barishal Jail and Mishkat was produced to 
the court with a remand prayer for five days. 

Mishkat admitted to the affair, but she 
denied her involvement in the killings, ASP 
Rakib added. 

Mariam’s younger son Sultan Mahmud 
filed a murder case with Banaripara Police 
Station on the day the bodies were found.  

Youth killed
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A young man was beaten 
to death over playing 
cricket at Pashora village 
in Faridpur Sadar upazila 
yesterday.

The deceased was 
identified as Jewel Sheikh, 
25, son of late Alamuddin 
of Pashora village. He was a 
day labourer.

Jobeda Begum, aunt of 
Jewel, said Jewel locked 
in an altercation with one 
Abir Sheikh, 21, son of 
Sheikh Azad of the same 
village, over playing cricket 
in the area on Friday. 

Later, Abir took Jewel 
to his house where Sheikh 
Azad beat him mercilessly. 
After returning home, Jewel 
became sick. 

Jewel died on way to 
Faridpur Medical College 
Hospital yesterday 
morning, said Jobeda. 

Despite repeated 
attempts, this 
correspondent could not 
reach Sheikh Azad for his 
comment on the issue as his 
cellphone was switched off.


