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that they lack coordination among 
themselves, and the Planning Commission 
can make sure that different agencies 
coordinate and consult with the National 
River Commission before executing a 
scheme,” said Alauddin. 

Abu Naser Khan, a veteran river 
conservation activist and chairman of 
environmentalist group Poribesh Bachao 
Andolon, said, “The country’s rivers are 
being ravaged and killed in the name of 
development.”

Rivers and canals will survive only if their 
natural flow and characters are protected 
with routine conservation work that does 
not necessitate any uncalled-for expensive 
schemes -- making way for plundering of 
public money, he said.        

Malik Fida A Khan, executive director of 
Center for Environmental and Geographic 
Information Services and a member of 
the NRCC, said in a presentation that any 
project in the name of river or wetland 
development must ensure natural flow of 
the water body, and obtain prior approval 
from relevant authority.    

There is a very powerful quarter that 
operates after undertaking hurried schemes 
in the name of river development, without 
adequate examination and justification 
for the public money to be spent, said 
Muzibur Rahman Howlader, chairman of 
NRCC. 

“The river grabbers are so powerful 
that they can even replace a high-ranking 

official, who is keen and dedicated to 
saving the country’s rivers and canals,” he 
said. “So, it may not be possible to save 
rivers in a meaningful manner without 
participation of the people and public 
representatives.” 

Relevant river custodians do not enforce 
laws in effect for conservation, said 
Howlader, adding that even the Criminal 
Procedure Code of 1898 empowers police 
with the sections 133, 135, 137 and 139 
to arrest a river grabber and produce them 
before a district magistrate for punishment. 

“With multiple laws already in place for 
river conservation, one does not necessarily 
have to wait for a High Court judgment to 
save the country’s rivers,” he said.

Sections 277 and 278 of the Penal Code 
have provisions for punishment in this 
regard, he said. 

Md Zakir Hossain Akand, a member of 
the Planning Commission, said, “In most 
cases, implementing agencies of proposed 
development schemes prefer hurried 
approval from Planning Commission, and 
at times they cannot provide necessary 
information either.”

“Proposals include such schemes that 
we cannot always raise our objections,” 
he said. “Representation of the NRCC 
chairman in the Planning Commission’s 
approval process may help the situation.”

Planning Minister MA Mannan, and 
a number of district representatives of 
Bangladesh Nodi Bachao Andolon, also 
spoke at the event.  

SM Ali’s 91st birth 
FROM PAGE 3

Syed Mustafa Ali, an official of the Assam Civil Service, and 
nephew of famous litterateur Syed Mujtaba Ali.

He died in 1993 at a Bangkok hospital at the age of 65.
Ali started off as a reporter with the Pakistan Observer 

while he was a student at Dhaka University. He went on 
to hold important positions in various publications in 
Pakistan, Hong Kong, Thailand and Singapore.

He joined the Press Foundation of Asia as its executive 
director in the 1970s. In 1981, he became Unesco’s regional 
communications adviser for Asia and the Pacific and was 
based in the Malaysian capital of Kuala Lumpur. Ali returned 
home in 1989 and had a brief stint with the Bangladesh 
Observer as editor. He launched The Daily Star in 1991 and 
worked tirelessly to establish it as a leading national daily.

Solve Nurul-Tamohar 
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Nurul, said investigation agencies and officials have been 
changed several times in the last 11 years, but none of them 
were able to unearth the truth.

“How long will we have to wait to know the truth 
behind my son and husband’s deaths?” asked Ruby.

The former lawmaker also said she has confidence in the 
Police Bureau of Investigation (PBI), which has been on 
the case since January 2018, and urged it to complete a fair 
investigation immediately.

National Professor Anisuzzaman said the country saw 
many political killings over the years, but probe into most 
of those incidents have remained pending for a long time.

“Since 2008, the killings of Nurul, journalist couple 
Sagar-Runi, and Twaki -- son of cultural activist Rafiur Rabbi 
-- have happened, but mysteriously there is no headway 
in their murder probes,” he said, urging law enforcement 
agencies to solve the mysteries of those murders. 

Bangladesh Trade Union Kendra General Secretary 
Wajedul Islam Khan, its Vice President Abul Kalam Azad 
and Nurul’s daughter Moutushi Islam also spoke at the 
programme, among others.

Suhrawardy’s 
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Suhrawardy, terming him the “champion of democracy”.
To mark the day, different political and socio-cultural 

organisations have taken various programmes including 
placing wreaths at the grave of the great leader in the 
morning, discussions, Qurankhwani, milad and doa 
mahfils in the capital and elsewhere across the country.

Born into an illustrious Bangalee Muslim family in 
Midnapore on September 8, 1892, Suhrawardy was 
educated in Kolkata and trained as a barrister in Oxford 
where he practiced law at the Gray’s Inn in Great Britain.

According to Banglapedia, Suhrawardy was deputy 
mayor of Calcutta (now Kolkata) city in 1924; labour 
and commerce minister in AK Fazlul Huq’s Praja-League 
coalition government; and civil supplies minister in 
Khwaja Nazimuddin’s cabinet during 1943-1945.

He was also chief minister of undivided Bengal during 
1946-1947; law minister in Mohammad Ali’s cabinet in 
Pakistan during 1954-1955; and finally, prime minister of 
Pakistan for 13 months between 1956 and 1957.  

Uber, Pathao, 
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However, the mandatory 
provision for getting the 
license -- the ability to 
dial 999, the national 
emergency helpline in-app 
-- was made optional, as 
police were not ready to 
deliver the service.

In a press statement, 
Hussain M Elius, CEO 
and co-founder of Pathao, 
said, “It is yet another 
step in our mission of 
transforming lives and 
our pursuit of a Digital 
Bangladesh.”

Ratul Ghosh, head of 
east India and Bangladesh 
of Uber, said, “We will 
continue to bring the 
benefits of ridesharing to 
transform the mobility 
landscape of the country.”

“Our license in 
Bangladesh is the first step 
in that direction…,” he 
added in a press release.  

Ducsu VP Nur’s
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Talking to The Daily Star, Nur alleged some non-students 
are hatching conspiracy against him for long using the 
name of Muktijuddho Moncho and Prof Jamal gave him 
death threats in a live video on social media. 

“Some expelled Chhatra League leaders have been 
threatening me in many ways. I was saved today as I was 
not on the campus, otherwise they would have attacked 
me once again,” said Nur. 

Prof Jamal Uddin could not be reached over phone for 
comments despite multiple attempts. 

Contacted, general secretary of the Moncho Al Mamun 
said,”In that audio clip Ducsu VP Nur was talking about 
illegal monetary transaction. He cannot hold the VP post 
after being involved with such illegal activities. That is why 
we padlocked his room.”

Asked about the audio clip, Nur said that some part of 
the clip is him conversing with another person and some 
parts are edited.

“I was talking with one of my relatives to help out my 
sister by becoming bank guarantor of a project. That’s 
entirely a family matter and there was no proof of me 
being involved in any corruption,’’ he added. 

The room remained locked for nearly four hours, and 
at around 4pm Noor along with some activists of his 
organisation broke it open.

Nur also alleged that he contacted the university proctor 
to help break the lock but the latter denied, saying he had 
nothing to do with Ducsu related problems. 

Mentionable, a private television channel on Tuesday 
aired a report with the audio clip in question.

No trade licence fee
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often prohibit children to enter existing playgrounds and 
tease girls when they go there. 

Regarding playgrounds, the mayor said, “We are 
developing 24 playgrounds and parks in the city. Of them, 
17 will be equipped with CCTV and LED lights. There will  
also be separate playgrounds for only women and children.”  

He also said if anyone prohibits children to enter 
playgrounds or there are any safety concerns, they can call 
333 and DNCC’s legal officials will take necessary steps. 

Atiq called upon the youngsters to raise their voices and 
promised that he will look into the matters discussed.

Shamina Siddiqui, an official of Unicef Bangladesh; 
Rabindra Sri Barua, secretary of DNCC; and Brig Gen 
Momimur Rahman Mamun, chief health officer of DNCC, 
were present among others at the programme.   

Media to display ‘Mujib Borsho’
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the Mujib Borsho. 
Bangladesh will celebrate the year 

through various programmes marking the 
birth centenary of Father of the Nation.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
was born in Tungipara of Gopalganj on 
March 17, 1920.

The inaugural function would begin at 
4pm on March 17, 2020 at the National 
Parade Square in Dhaka’s Tejgaon. 

International personalities and world 
leaders, including Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Bhutan’s King Jigme 
Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck, former UN 
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, former 
Unesco Secretary General Irina Bokova 
and former Arab League Secretary General 
Amr Moussa are likely to take part in the 

inaugural event. 
Former Indian President Pranab 

Mukherjee, Congress Party of India 
President Sonia Gandhi, BJP leader and 
former Indian Prime Minister LK Advani, 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 
Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad, among others, will be invited to 
attend the programme, sources said.  There 
is also plan to bring a world-renowned 
artist.

Unesco is going to launch a 
Bangabandhu  award from next year. The 
award will be conferred to encourage 
young people to develop international 
relations through research and creativity. 
Bangladesh will fund the award every year, 
sources said. 

‘Joy Bangla’ the only 
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that Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had finished 
his historic March 7 speech with Joy Bangla, which is now 
a part of the constitution of the state.

After concluding yesterday’s proceedings on the rule, the 
HC bench set today for resuming hearing on the issue.   

Following a writ petition by Supreme Court lawyer 
Bashir Ahmed, another HC bench on December 4, 2017 
issued the rule asking the government to explain why Joy 
Bangla should not be declared the national slogan.

In the petition, Advocate Bashir said Joy Bangla was 
the slogan of freedom fighters and people of Bangladesh 
during the Liberation War in 1971.

“Joy Bangla was the slogan of our independence 
and national unity and therefore it should remain as 
the national slogan -- a symbol of national spirit and 
patriotism,” he said in the petition.

Bashir Ahmed represented himself at yesterday’s 
hearing. 

Charge-sheet 
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The court, after receiving 
the charge sheet, 
transferred the case to 
Dhaka Metropolitan 
Sessions Judge Court for 
further proceedings.

A team of Rapid Action 
Battalion (Rab-2) arrested 
Lokman, also a director 
of Bangladesh Cricket 
Board, from his Tejgaon 
Monipuripara house on 
the night of September 25 
for running a casino by 
renting out a part of his 
club. Rab also recovered 
four bottles of foreign 
liquor from his home.

Rab filed a case against 
him with Tejgaon Police 
Station under Narcotics 
Control Act and handed 
him over to police on 
September 26.

Rab sources said 
Lokman during primary 
interrogation confessed 
to earning crores from the 
casino at Mohammedan 
Club and deposited the 
money in two Australian 
bank accounts.

Two held over 
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Department of Shaheed Suhrawardy Medical College.
Morgue sources said they found evidence of sexual 

intercourse, but another test will be done to confirm 
whether the teenager was raped.

Police also detained Rahima’s adopted son, Sohel, a 
pick-up van driver, for questioning. 

Rahima had been living in a two-bedroom flat of the four-
storey building in Mirpur-2, along with Sohel, for the last six 
months. Sumi was hired as her house help on Monday.

The murders came to light when Sumi’s aunt, Tahmina, 
came to the flat on Tuesday and found the door unlocked.

Entering the flat, she found the bodies of Rahima and 
Sumi on the floor. Neighbours informed police of the 
matter, law enforcers said.

Rahima’s daughter Rashida, who lives in Narayanganj, 
said she could not say what items were missing. Rashida 
took her mother’s body to Narayangaj for burial while 
Sumi’s body was still at the morgue till yesterday evening.
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