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Patients still paying for

a lax eye surgery

A year later, victims of a catastrophic cataract surgery
now suffering from pain

Our CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

The 20 people, who lost one of their eyes last
year after cataract surgery at Impact Masudul
Hoque Memorial Community Health Centre
in Chuadanga’s Alamdanga upazila, are now
having problems in their other eye.

The left eye of Hayatun Khatun of Enayetpur
village in Alamdanga upazila of Chuadanga had
to be removed as a result of the cataract surgery
on March 5, 2018.

Her right eye was in good condition during
the operation, but now she is suffering from
severe pain in that eye.

“She lost her left eye and now the vision in
her right eye has become dim. She often cries out
from severe random pain in her eye,” said her
daughter Farida Khatun.

Farida alleged that they repeatedly informed
the health centre authority about this, but
received no response.

During a three-day eye camp last year, Dr Md
Shahin of Impact Health Centre conducted 24
surgeries each for Tk 7,000.

A day after the surgery, 20 patients, who were
released by the centre, started feeling severe pain
in their operated eyes.

They had to seek treatment in Dhaka, where
eye doctors found serious infection and had
to remove the operated eyes. Only one out of
the 20 people, decided not to go with another
surgery. However, later that patient too later lost
her eyesight.

Once the news became public through a
Bangla daily, a writ petition was filed by Supreme
Court lawyer Amit Das Gupta before the High
Court on behalf of the victims asking for a
compensation of one crore taka for each victim.

Following investigation, on October 21,
2018 the High Court directed Impact Masudul
Hoque Memorial Community Health and IRIS
Enterprise, the medicine supplier, whose product
was used during the surgery, to pay Tk 10 lakh to
each of the victims.

The court also directed the hospital authority
to bear any further eye treatment expense of the
victims for life, said advocate Amit, explaining
that the health centre would arrange for
treatment of the patients outside the country, if
necessary.

He said, the court had not fixed any ceiling
with regards to the expenditure that the health
centre would bear. The victims, on the other
hand, cannot go and avail treatment elsewhere
on their own and ask the health centre to pay

for it.

Amit added that two cases were filed against
Impact Masudul Hoque Memorial Community
Health Centre and IRIS Enterprise by the drug
administration.

However, none of the organisations lost their
registration, and the doctor, who conducted the
surgery, did not lose his license.

Although all of the victims received the
monetary compensation ordered by the court,
most of them not happy with Impact’s service
and some do not even trust their doctors
anymore.

Khobiron =~ Nechha of  Alamdanga's
Poulobaginda village went to Khulna Rotary Eye
Hospital to get a cataract surgery in her left eye

an application Impact gave them Tk 7,000 for
the recent cataract operation.

“l got the compensation money in time,
but now I don't want to get any treatment from
that centre,” said marginal farmer Ahmed Ali of
Mordanga village of Alamdanga upazila who
lost his right eye in the cataract surgery last year.

He said he often gets severe pain in his left eye,
but prefers to go to doctors in different hospitals.

When contacted, Administrative Officer of
Impact Dr Shafiul Kabir claimed that as per the
court directive they take the victims, who come
to them with eye problems, to physicians at
government hospitals and provide all medicines

as suggested by government doctors.
Dr Shafiul added that the health centre

Volunteers of Bangladesh Red Crescent Society’s Hajee Mohammad Danesh
Science and Technology University unit help Mostahid Azam to come out of the

campus after his admission test there on Monday.
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for Tk 31,000.

She had lost her right eye from the surgery,

conducted at Impact.

authorities have decided to reimburse Tk 7,000
if the victims get cataract operation in some
other places not referred by Impact.

Khobiron's son Borhan said, after submitting
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One of the patients, who underwent cataract surgery at Impact Masudul Hoque Memorial
Community Health Centre in Chuadanga’s Alamdanga upazila last year, is now having problem in

his other eye. The photo was taken recently.
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Mass coPYING IN PEC Exam
Guardians supplied
copies, probe finds

Our CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

The probe committee in its investigation has found
guardians supplied copies to the examinees during
Primary Education Completion Examination (PECE) at
Kamalerpara High School centre in Saghata upazila on
November 24,

The investigation report was submitted to the upazila
nirbhai officer on Monday afternoon.

Head of committee Upazila Secondary Education
Officer Ahsan Habib said the guardians intentionally
supplied copies to the examinees to help their children
secure a good result.

Ahsan Habib suggested taking measures against those
persons involved in the illegal act.

The committee also suggested relieving invigilators
Babita Akhter, assistant teacher of Gachabari Government
Primary School, and Ayub Ali, assistant teacher of
Osmanerpara Government Primary School, from
invigilation for ever for their alleged negligence in duty.

Hossain Ali, district primary education officer, said the
report of probe committee will be implemented soon.

According to eyewitnesses, mass copying marked
Sunday’s PECE examination of mathematics at
Kamalerpara High School centre, where guardians were
seen supplying copies to the PECE examinees while the
invigilators intentionally overlooked the matter.

“Some guardians got involved in supplying copies to
the examinees, which is not desirable at all. If such practice
is allowed, good students will lose interest in study,” said
Mizanur Rahman, a guardian.

After getting complaint in this regard, the authorities
on Tuesday formed a three-member probe committee to
investigate the allegation of mass copying.

The committee, comprising Saghata Upazila Secondary
Education Officer Ahsan Habib as convenor, and Upazila
Primary Education Officer Azizul Islam and Upazila
Resource Centre’s Instructor Saju Mia as members, has
been asked to submit report within three working days.

Khoksa OC closed for
negligence of duty

Our CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

Officer in-charge (OC) of Khoksa Police Station in Kushtia
ABM Mehedi Masud was closed to Kushtia Police Lines on
Sunday night due to negligence of duty.

SM Tanvir Arafath, superintendent of police (SP) in
Kushtia, confirmed the matter.

According to a fax message that reached Khoksa Police
Station on Sunday night, the district police administration
identified the OC's negligence of duty during Khoksa
upazila Awami League’s council on November 24, where
a factional clash left 25 leaders and activists of the party
injured.

“The OC failed to discharge his duty properly,” the fax
message said.

OC (Investigation) Idrish Ali has been given the charge
of OC of the police station.

Indomitable Azam
sits for university
admission test

Defying physical challenge, the youth has
continued study with an aim to be a teacher

Our CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur upazila.

Talking with this correspondent on
Tuesday, Azam said he does his daily
chores himself.

“I came to HSTU, around 90 kilometres
from home, alone for attending the
admission test on Monday. As I can't travel
by bus due to my physical problem, I went
there on a battery-run three-wheeler,” said
Azam, who uses his hands for movement.

After his examination was over,
a team of HSTU unit of Bangladesh
Red Crescent brought him out of the
campus on a stretcher and helped him
to get on a battery-run three-wheeler
for going home.

Expressing hope that he would get
chance to study at HSTU, Azam said, “I
have come all this way with the support
of my family members and neighbours. 1
want to become a schoolteacher.”

Born without legs, Mostahid Azam
sat for the honours admission test at
Hajee Mohammad Danesh Science
and Technology University (HSTU) in
Dinajpur on Monday:.

Defying the challenge, he has continued
study with an aim to be a teacher.

“Seeing Azam's eagerness to study, we
enrolled him with a local primary school.
Despite his physical problem, he attended
classes regularly,” said his father Md
Abdul Momin, a farmer of Boyra village
in Dinajpur’s Nawabganj upazila.

Azam passed his SSC in 2016 with GPA
4.69 and HSC from Birampur Degree
College last year with GPA-3.87.

He is third among four siblings.

His eldest brother Monjurul Islam is
a schoolteacher while another brother
Monirul Islam runs a drugstore in the
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