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Wasa responsible for 68
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before the court is “fraudulence”, the HC bench 
commented.

The court ordered the Department of Environment 
(DoF) to submit a report by December 8 on whether there 
are any industrial operations near Buriganga in Dhaka 
without having valid environmental clearance certificate, 
which are dumping wastes into the river.  

Earlier on Monday, the DoE submitted a report before 
the HC through its lawyer Amatul Karim, stating that 
it shut down 18 factories by the Buriganga as they were 
operating without environmental clearance. 

During yesterday’s hearing,  Human Rights and Peace for 
Bangladesh lawyer Advocate Manzill Murshid told the HC 
that the court has given several directives to the authorities 
concerned -- particularly Dhaka Wasa -- to take effective steps 
to clean and save Buriganga, but they ignored the directives.

He said it is high time that the court takes a hard line so 
that the directives are implemented properly.

Advocate Manzill Murshid prayed to the HC to issue 
a contempt of court rule against the Wasa MD for not 
complying with the orders and making an untrue statement. 

In response, the HC bench said issuing the contempt of 
court rule has become a toothless phenomenon.  

Following the same writ petition, the HC on June 1, 
2011, directed the government to seal off all sewerage lines 
to the Buriganga within the next year.

SC verdict
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against Qaisar have been 
proven beyond reasonable 
doubt. The International 
Crimes Tribunal-2 on 
December 23, 2014 
awarded death penalty to 
SM Qaisar for committing 
crimes against humanity 
during the country’s 
Liberation War in 1971.

The ICT-2 on February 
2, 2014 indicted Qaisar, 
a former state minister of 
the Ershad regime, on 16 
charges of crimes against 
humanity and genocide 
committed in Habiganj and 
Brahmanbaria in 1971 war.

During the Liberation 
War, he was allegedly 
associated with the 
occupation army and 
carried out atrocities 
in Habiganj and 
Brahmanbaria.

A matter 
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Following the writ 
petitions, the HC in 2016 
issued eight separate rules 
asking the government to 
explain as to why its failure 
to include names of the 
freedom fighters in the 
gazette notification should 
not be declared illegal.

After holding final 
hearing on the petitions, 
the HC bench delivered the 
verdict yesterday. Barrister 
Toufiq Inam appeared for 
the writ petitioners.

Not govt’s job to decide
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When asked whether the party will protest the price hike 
of daily essentials, Fakhrul said they have already observed 
some programmes, and if needed, programmes will be 
carried out in the future.

When asked about the price hike of electricity, Fakhrul 
said some of his party colleagues participated in the mass 
hearing and made their statements. “If price of electricity 
is hiked, then we will certainly announce programmes.”

Urging people to come forward to raise their voices 
against the “misdeeds” of the government, Fakhrul said 
price hike of daily essentials including onion, and that of 
electricity, does not affect only BNP but also people of the 
country.

Khaleda eligible to get bail
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they demanded her immediate release.
The alliance also warned the government that it will be 

held responsible for the emerging situation in the country 
if Khaleda is not given bail and if she is subjected to 
injustice.

On November 28, the Appellate Division deferred the 
hearing on Khaleda’s bail petition in the Zia Charitable 
Trust graft case till December 5.

The court also asked Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib 
Medical University to place Khaleda’s health reports before 
it by December 5.

Asked about the alliance leaders’ plan to meet Khaleda, 
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal President ASM Abdur Rob said the 
home minister agreed in principle to allow them to meet 
the BNP chief and asked the IG Prison to maintain official 
formalities in this regard as they met him at the Secretariat.

He, however, said the IG Prison is not responding to 
their application to take steps for the meeting with Khaleda. 
“This means they’re unwilling to give us any scope to meet 
Khaleda Zia,” he said. 

Replying to a question, BNP standing committee 
member Dr Abdul Moyeen Khan said Oikyafront 
leaders will decide whether they should take any action 
demanding Khaleda’s release, after assessing the Supreme 
Court’s decision on December 5.

Dhaka exploring all avenues 
for Rohingya repatriation
Masud Bin Momen says
UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh yesterday said it is exploring 
all available avenues through bilateral 
and international mechanisms to 
send back Rohingyas safely to their 
place of origin in Rakhine state. An 
active trilateral effort with China and 
Myanmar is in place.

“We want to work in all areas with 
the same pace,” secretary (Asia and 
Pacific) at Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Masud Bin Momen told reporters at 
state guesthouse Meghna after the 
second Foreign Office Consultation 
(FOC) with the Philippines.

Secretary Momen said Bangladesh, 
China and Myanmar are moving ahead 
trilaterally as China is working as a sort 
of guarantor to send back Rohingyas 
through bilateral mechanisms.

Responding to a question, he 
said the issue of “accountability and 
justice” is a matter of high moral 
ground as genocidal acts took place; 
and the international community has 
responsibility to address the issue.

On November 14, pre-trial Chamber 
III of the International Criminal Court 
authorised the prosecutor to proceed 
with an investigation for the alleged 
crimes committed against Rohingyas 

in Myanmar.
ICC Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda said 

her investigation will seek to uncover 
the truth. “My office will now focus on 
ensuring the success of its independent 
and impartial investigation.”

Meanwhile, Suu Kyi is among 
several top Myanmar officials named 
in a case filed in Argentina for crimes 
against Rohingya Muslims.

On November 11, Gambia 
filed a case at the United Nations’ 
highest court, accusing Myanmar of 
“genocide” in its campaign against its 
Rohingya Muslim minority.

Gambia, which filed the case 
on behalf of the Organisation of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC), asked 
the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) to urgently order measures “to 
stop Myanmar’s genocidal conduct 
immediately.”

Secretary Momen said they see 
this development as a “confidence 
building measure” for Rohingyas.

“If some sort of justice is not 
ensured, these traumatised people 
will not get back the confidence and 
courage to go back [to their place of 
origin in Rakhine],” he said.

Secretary Momen said so far they 
are not seeing any visible results on 

what Myanmar claimed to be doing.
Earlier at the FOC, Bangladesh side 

sought the Philippines’ support on 
the Rohingya repatriation issue.

The Bangladesh side stressed that 
both the Philippines and Myanmar are 
Asean members whose core objective is 
to attain regional security and stability.

The Filipino side was appreciative of 
Bangladesh’s gesture to the displaced 
people, and assured Bangladesh of 
conveying its concerns to their capital 
and the Asean process.

Bangladesh is hosting over 1.1 
million Rohingyas, most of whom 
arrived in the country since August 25, 
2017 amid a military crackdown.

Not a single Rohingya was 
repatriated over the last two years 
due to Myanmar’s “failure” to build 
confidence among Rohingyas and lack 
of conducive environment in Rakhine 
state, officials here said.

Bangladesh has so far handed 
over names of more than one lakh 
Rohingyas to Myanmar authorities 
for verification and subsequently 
expediting their repatriation efforts, 
but Myanmar is yet to take back its 
nationals from Bangladesh, according 
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs here.

CITY DESK

A roundtable titled “Prospect of Digital 
Platforms in Getting Service-Related 
Information and Providing Feedback” was 
held at Cirdap office yesterday, said a press 
release.  

High-level government officials, 
university teachers, researchers, doctors, 
donor agencies and NGO representatives 
attended the programme.

Abdulla Al Mamun, director of child 
rights and child protection of Save the 
Children in Bangladesh, in his welcome 
speech, said, “There are more than 90 
million phone and internet users in 
Bangladesh, which is a sign of digital 
transformation. In line with this change, 

using digital platforms will bring 
accountability in the service sector.”

Md Torikul Islam, associate professor 
of Jahangirnagar University and visiting 
scholar of Oxford University, said, “Digital 
platforms are now a very effective medium 
to bridge the gap between service providers 
and seekers. The Kolorob app will be a 
good solution in this regard.”

The Kolorob app, by Save the Children 
in Bangladesh, allows users to find service 
centres near their location and the kinds 
of service available. Moreover, those 
who receive service can provide reviews, 
feedback, and ratings.

Mahmud Hassan, additional secretary of 
the Ministry of Environment and Forests, 
was also present at the discussion.  

Using digital platforms for 
service info and feedback
Roundtable held at Cirdap office
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432 killed
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children, lost their lives and 
725 received injuries, SCRF 
President Ashis Kumar Dey 
said. Besides, 68 people 
were killed and 122 were 
injured in 54 accidents in 
railways at the same time. 
Among the deceased, nine 
were children, as per the 
journalists’ platform.

Meanwhile, another 
22 people, including a 
child, lost their lives, 35 
others were injured and 
38 remained missing in 18 
accidents on river routes 
across the country in 
November.  

The Barishal regional unit of non-government college honours-master’s teachers’ forum yesterday formed a 

human chain in front of the city’s Ashwini Kumar Hall, demanding amendment to the MPO guideline-2018 and 

inclusion of their colleges into the government’s Monthly Pay Order. PHOTO: STAR 
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