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4 to receive Kazi 
Mahbubullah 
Award
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Four eminent personalities 
have been selected for Kazi 
Mahbubullah Award 2019.

On November 26, 
Begum Zebunnessa 
and Kazi Mahbubullah 
Janakalyan Trust announced 
the award at a meeting of its 
board of trustees.

The awardees are: 
Mohammad Nurul Huda 
in literature, Abdus 
Shakoor Shah in fine arts, 
Mita Haque in music and 
Prof AK Azad Khan for 
lifetime achievement.

Student politics must
FROM PAGE 3

mother organisations -- Awami League and BNP -- happy.”
“No big change in student politics has taken place after 

1990,” he claimed. 
Chairing the roundtable, Shujan executive member 

Ali Imam Majumder stressed on enhancing standard 
of education to create a sound environment for student 
politics. 

The roundtable, conducted by Shujan general secretary 
Badiul Alam Majumdar, was also addressed by Nagorik 
Oikya convener Mahmudur Rahman Manna and 
Bangladesh Chhatra Union former general secretary Ruhin 
Hossain Prince, among others.

Our backs are against
FROM PAGE 3

DU Professor and former National Human Rights 
Commission Chairman Mizanur Rahman said the 
government claims that about 48 clauses of the accord 
have already been implemented, but the number is 25 as 
per CHT leaders. This debate has to be resolved, he added.

Bangladesh Adivasi Forum General Secretary Sanjeeb 
Drong said CHT people are supposed to celebrate the 
anniversary of the peace accord with festivity, but it has 
turned into a matter of frustration instead.

“People of the hills are passing their days in misery. 
Proper implementation of the accord is a must to bring 
peace and stability in the hills,” he added.

Oikya NAP President Pankaj Bhattacharya, writer 
and columnist Syed Abul Maksud, DU Professor Robaet 
Ferdous, Bangladesh Nari Progati Sangha Executive 
Director Rokeya Kabir and DU Associate Professor Zobaida 
Nasreen also spoke at the programme, among others.

Films potent tool to address
FROM PAGE 3

development partners joined the festival, says an IOM 
statement. 

Prof AAMS Arefin Siddique of mass communication 
and journalism department of Dhaka University said some 
disheartening experiences of women migrants returning 
from abroad were witnessed in the recent days.

“We need to be humane and humble to deal with the 
challenges of migration,” he said, saying cinema can be a 
strong tool to inform people of opportunities and challenges.

Filmmaker N Rashed Chowdhury said migrants feel 
hopeless after leaving behind their own culture and ethnicity. 

“I think film is the best tool to show their emotions, 
reality, and challenges empathetically. New filmmakers 
should emphasise more on migration,” he said.

Rensje Teerink, ambassador of the European Union 
to Bangladesh, said there are many positive sides of 
migration, such as migrants’ economic contribution to 
their community, but there are many challenges as well.  

“Migration should happen out of aspiration, not 
desperation,” she said.

Giorgi Gigauri, Chief of Mission of IOM Bangladesh, 
said, “Films have the power to show different facets of life, 
which can in turn help viewers cultivate deeper empathy 
for migrants and a better understanding of their realities, 
needs, perspectives, and capacities.” 

Dr Delwar Hossain, a professor of international 
relations at Dhaka University, said the issue of migration 
is very politicised. Furthermore, unsafe migration results 
in human trafficking. Most importantly, ill-treatment of 
migrants makes them vulnerable. 

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY

HC questions VC’s 
reappointment
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday issued a rule asking the 
authorities to explain under what authority Prof M Abdus 
Sobhan is holding the office of vice chancellor of Rajshahi 
University.

VC Abdus Sobhan, secretaries to the president’s office, 
education ministry, University Grants Commission and 
other officials concerned have been made respondents to 
the rule, returnable in four weeks.

The HC bench of Justice Tariq ul Hakim and Justice 
Md Iqbal Kabir Lytton came up with the rule following a 
writ petition filed by Salman Firoz Faisal, a former student 
of computer science and engineering department of RU, 
challenging the legality of the VC’s appointment.

In the petition, he said Dr Abdus Sobhan has been 
appointed the VC of RU in violation of the relevant law, as 
no panel was nominated for selecting the VC.

Prof Sobhan was VC of RU from 2009-2013. He was 
reappointed on May 7, 2017 for four years, in violation 
of the law, Salman added. Advocate AJ Mohammad Ali 
appeared for the writ petitioner.

Jute mill
FROM PAGE 5

“I can’t provide food to my 
six-member family with my 
weekly wage of Tk 1,800,” 
Putul said.

Workers at Crescent, 
Platinum and Star jute 
mills are yet to receive 
their wages for 11 weeks. 
Khalishpur Jute Mill 
workers have not been paid 
for nine weeks, and other 
workers are also not being 
paid regularly and their 
salary is at least seven to 
eight weeks due.

Yesterday’s 
demonstration was part of 
their seven-day agitation 
programme announced 
on November 23 under 
the banner of “State-
owned Jute Mill Collective 
Bargaining Association 
(CBA) and Non-CBA 
Sangram Parishad”.

Their 11-point demand 
includes cancellation of 
public-private ownership, 
properly providing 
pension and gratuity 
to retired workers, 
regularising weekly wages 
and implementation of 
the wage commission, 
payment of outstanding 
bills. They also demanded 
the government buy jute 
products for use in other 
sectors.

The government 
announced a wage board 
for jute workers in June, 
2015, but it is yet to be 
implemented.

Over 31,000 workers 
(permanent and daily 
basis) have been working 
at nine state-owned jute 
mills in Khulna-Jashore 
industrial belt.

Four death-row convicts
FROM PAGE 5

The lawyer said he will move a petition before the HC 
within a few days for admitting the appeals for hearing.

A Feni court on October 24 handed down death 
sentence to all 16 accused, including Siraj Ud Doula and 
two expelled local Awami League leaders, over the murder 
of madrasa student Nusrat Jahan Rafi in April, an incident 
that shocked the entire nation.

Mamunur Rashid, the judge of the Women and Children 
Repression Prevention Tribunal in Feni, also fined the 
convicts Tk 1 lakh each and ordered the district magistrate 
to give the money to the victim’s parents.

The accused fatally burnt Nusrat by pouring kerosene 
on her in a planned way and they deserved exemplary and 
harshest punishment, the judge said while delivering the 
verdict in a packed courtroom.

Siraj Ud Doula, the prime accused, was awarded capital 
punishment for giving the order to kill Nusrat while 
the others were given death penalty for plotting and 
committing the murder.

3 prosecution witnesses
FROM PAGE 5

friend Masudur Rahman, went to the Ekushey Boi Mela 
that day, parking their motorbike at the TSC intersection.

Coming out of the book fair, they went to TSC 
intersection at around 8:45pm and saw a crowd, he said.

At that time, they knew that two people were attacked, 
he added.

Another prosecution witness Mohammad Habib, who 
has a tea-stall in the TSC area, also gave his statement 
before the court.

Judge Md Majibur Rahman of the Anti-Terrorism Special 
Tribunal of Dhaka recorded their statements in the writer-
blogger Avijit Roy murder case after the defence lawyers 
cross-examined them.

The court also set December 11 for the next hearing.
Seven out of 34 prosecution witnesses have given their 

statements before the tribunal so far in the case.
Four accused -- Mozammel Hossain Saymon, Abu Siddiq 

Sohel, Arafat Rahman Siam and Shafiur Rahman Farabi 
-- were produced before the tribunal during yesterday’s 
hearing.

Wife sues 
FROM PAGE 5

Contacted, Rubel told 
The Daily Star, “Rini’s 
allegations are fabricated.”

Chattogram Deputy 
Commissioner Md Elius 
Hossain told The Daily 
Star, “I tried to solve 
the problem after Rini 
informed me about it.”

“If Rubel did indeed do 
something wrong, he will 
face consequences,” he said.

“I will inform the public 
administration ministry 
about the matter after I 
get information about the 
case,” he added. 

BSF member detained 
for trespassing
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

A member of Indian Border Security Force (BSF) was 
detained yesterday near Benapole check post, for trespassing 
into Bangladesh, said Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB).

The detainee was BSF head constable Sree Chaitannya.
He was later handed over to BSF officials through a flag 

meeting between officials of BGB and BSF, said Mizanur 
Rahman, in-charge of 49 BGB outpost at Benapole.

He said a five-member team of BSF were chasing an 
alleged smuggler who trespassed into India last evening. 
They entered 200m inside Bangladesh territory, caught the 
trespasser and started beating him. As BGB members rushed 
to the spot, four BSF men fled but Chaitannya was caught, 
said Mizanur. The trespasser, meanwhile, managed to flee.

2nd Edition

Eden College
FROM PAGE 3 

She took a ride-sharing motorbike to go to work on 
Saturday. As the biker started moving after a stoppage at 
Bijoy Sarani traffic signal, Aklima fell off and sustained 
head injuries as the helmet broke, he said. The motorcyclist 
and pedestrians took her to the hospital. 

Abul said he did not file any case as he believes it was 
an accident and the motorcyclist tried to save his daughter. 

The body was handed over to the family without autopsy. 
A general diary was filed with Kafrul Police Station.


