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Daycare approach
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Dr Nur Haque Alam, senior scientist (nutrition and
clinical services division) at icddr,b presented the result of
the effectiveness trial of daycare approach.

“A smaller investment in upgrading day care facilities
through development of trained human resources and
procurement of supporting equipment [pulse oximeter
for oxygen therapy and so on| could provide an effective
alternative to hospital facilities,” Dr Nur said in his
presentation.

In her presentation on economic evaluation of the
approach, Dr Marufa Sultana, assistant scientist at icddr,b,
showed that average cost per patient is USD186.33 in
hospital management of severe pneumonia while it is only
USD 94.96, almost half, in daycare approach.

In another presentation, Dr Halida Hanum Akhter,
professor at Johns Hopkins University in USA, highlighted
that the daycare approach is feasible in the existing
healthcare system with some changes.

In the question-answer session, speakers discussed
the readiness of the healthcare facilities, especially of the
union healthcare centres or community clinics, to adopt
daycare services.

“Result of the study is convincing. Without government
initiative, it would be tough to scale it up for the national
level. There are challenges in readiness also,” said Dr Daniel
Frey, member of Unicef foundation board of Sweden, said
in his speech.

Speaking as special guest, Prof Abul Kalam Azad,
director general of the Directorate General of Health
Services, said, “The problem with the union health centres
is whether they are ready or not. Here, upazila health
complexes, district and the tertiary-level hospitals could be
good options to implement the daycare approach.”

Presided over by Syed Monjurul Islam, acting executive
director of icddr,b; Prof Marcel Tanner of Swiss Academy of
Sciences; Prof Tahmeed Ahmed, senior director (nutrition
and clinical services division) at icddr,b; and Dr Khaleda
Islam, former director (primary health care) at DGHS,
spoke at the event, among others.

Four Ansar al Islam
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considered their enemies,” a Rab press release said.

This group usually hacks their targets to death, but they
also carry firearms for successful escape, Rab said.

Masum, an electrician from Cumilla district, got
involved in militancy through social media three years ago.
He used to collect funds for the group, the law enforcement
agency said.

Madrasa student Abu Bakar also got involved with
the outfit through the internet two years ago. He used to
communicate with others through different encrypted apps.

Rakibul joined the group via online through a Satkhira-
based leader while Roman was once a member of Harkat-
ul-Jihad al-Islam Bangladesh and joined Ansar al Islam
three years ago, it added.

CU Chhatra League
calls strike on campus

CU CORRESPONDENT

STAR REPORT

Road crashes kill 4

A faction of Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) of Chittagong University
(CU) called an indefinite strike and vandalised police vans on the campus
last night. This followed three days of infighting between two rival groups

of BCL's university unit.

The campus has seen unrest for the last three days since the two groups
began clashing in phases, university sources said. At least 10 BCL men
were injured in clashes that took place on November 28 and 29.

President of CU unit BCL, Rejaul Haque Rubel, called the strike
claiming that a rival BCL group -- headed by former deputy office secretary
Mizanur Rahman Bipul -- stabbed two of his followers at 11 Mile area in
Hathazari upazila yesterday. Bipul has denied the allegations.

Rubel called the strike under the banner of Taposh Sriti Sangshad,
pushing for a three-point demand -- removal of CU student adviser Prof
Siraz-ud-Doulah, punishment of the perpetrators of the attacks on his
activists and arrest of the accused in Taposh murder case.

BCL men also vandalised four police vans and a police outpost.

CU Proctor Prof Monirul Hasan said stern action would be taken
against students who have vandalised the police vans. Anyone who tries
to create unrest on the campus will not be spared, he added.

Additional Superintendent of Chattogram Metropolitan Police
(North) Moshiuddoula Reza said they raided Shah Jalal, Shah Amanat,
Shaheed Abdur Rab and Shaheed Suhrawardy halls on Saturday night.

Some locally-made weapons and a few sacks of brickbats were

recovered during the raids, he added.

Confirming the raid, Prof Monirul said none was arrested as the
rooms’ occupants were not present during the drive.

Four people were killed in road accidents
across three districts in the last two days,
report our correspondents and agencies.

In Chattogram, Abdul Quader Kayser,

UP member of Shovondandi, was killed in
aroad accident in Bailtali area on Patiya
bypass road yesterday, when a speeding bus
hit his motorbike around 3pm, said police.

Agitated locals blocked the road for an
hour after the incident.

In Dinajpur, seven-year-old Mohna
Begum was killed after a speeding motorcycle
hit her in Khansama upazila yesterday.

Police said Mohna was on her way to
class when the motorcycle hit her. She
succumbed to the injuries an hour later.

In Madaripur, a man was killed and four
were injured in a road accident at Khoajpur
on Madaripur-Shariatpur highway yesterday.

The deceased was identified as Abdul Hai
Munshi (55), a local leader of Workers’ Party.

The accident occurred when a truck
collided head-on with an easy-bike, leaving
all passengers injured. The wounded were
rushed to Madaripur Sadar Hospital where
doctors declared Hai dead.

In Bandarban, Rajon (27) was killed and
two were injured when a local-made vehicle
overturned on Fashiakhali Road in Lama
upazila on Saturday afternoon, police said.

Commuters, transport operators
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Driver Habibur Sheik alleged, “I have been
trying to get fuel since Saturday night but
to no avail. Some workers even threatened
me.”

“This is the peak season for irrigation.
If we do not supply oil, farmers will be
affected,” said Habib, who came from
Meherpur.

Contacted, Khulna Divisional Tank
Lorry Workers Union President Sheikh Nur
Islam also said they will continue the strike.

Seeking anonymity, a senior official of
Padma Oil Limited said, “We are observing
the situation. We are planning to supply oil
through trains, if the strike continues.”

Due to the strike, rush of vehicles was
less than normal. Transport operators said
it would not be possible to continue their
services, if this situation prevails.

“It would not be possible for us to
operate buses from Monday [today], if the

strike continues,” said Fazle Rabby, general
secretary of Transport Workers” Union in

Dinajpur.
Rawshan Ali, general secretary of
Dinajpur unit Petrol Pump Owners

Association, said “There are 360 petrol
pumps in eight districts of Rangpur
division. All of them are observing the
strike.”

Around 15 lakh litres of diesel, 3.5 lakh
litres of petrol and 1 lakh litres of kerosene
are supplied to these eight districts every
day. But no fuel was supplied yesterday,
said Md Azom Hossain, in-charge of
Bangladesh Petroliam Corporation depot
in Parbatipur upazila of Dinajpur.

Due to the crisis, some traders were seen
selling kerosene at high prices in Dinajpur
town.

In Rajshahi, vehicles were waiting in long
queues since Saturday evening to get fuel
but the pumps remained shut yesterday.

HC issues
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The rights body on
November 15 alleged
that Rajuk’s mobile court,
which fined and ordered
the organisation to vacate
its office in two months,
forced them to sign a
statement saying they have
committed an offence.
The mobile court led by
Rajuk Executive Magistrate
Jesmin Aktar conducted the
drive at the building of the
ASK office on November
14 and demolished a
part of its garage that was
constructed flouting the
Rajuk-approved plan.
Refuting the allegations,
Jesmin Aktar said they took
action according to Rajuk
law.

Dhaka to get 64 parking
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scrapped four spots in Uttara, as these were found
unsuitable for parking.

Some of these parking spots have already been leased
out, while leasing of the other places is underway, he said.

He, however, could not specify how many cars would be
accommodated in the selected parking spots.

Of the 64 on-street parking spaces, 31 spots fall under
Dhaka North City Corporation (DNCC) area and 33 are
under Dhaka South.

Both Dhaka mayors -- Atiqul Islam (DNCC) and Sayeed
Khokon (DSCC), Narayanganj city mayor Selina Hayat
Ivy, Gazipur mayor Md Jahangir Alam and Narayanganj-2
lawmaker Nazrul Islam Babu, among others, were present
at the meeting.

Cheating in recruitment
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assistant deputy commissioner of DMP’s serious crimes
investigation division, who led the drives.

DB sources said Ebrahim took the devices from Nahid
and Ruhul, and supplied those to applicants with whom
they struck deals. Ruhul and Nahid told police that they
got the devices from Azad.

Later, police raided Azad’s house in Kafrul on Saturday
and arrested him, and seized a diary where applicants’
names, roll numbers and amount of money were written.

Police arrested Titu and Saimon from a house in Lalbagh.

In primary interrogation, Saimon said he used to
solve the question papers of various recruitment tests of
government and private jobs and entrance tests of different
public universities, said police.

In the last four to five years, the organised gang struck
deals with government job aspirants and public university
admission seekers in exchange for hefty sums and helped
many cheat their way into universities and government
offices, investigators said.

Each candidate used to pay the gang between Tk 5 lakh
and 15 lakh, they added.

Police said the miscreants used to contact job aspirants
through different messaging apps.

After a few minutes into the test, questions were leaked
through mobile phone to the gang members outside,
where they set up a one-stop problem-solving centre
to crack all questions. Then the examinee was told the
answers through the device, they added.

Culprits must be prepared
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working to update the Evidence Act in order to make trial
proceedings easier.

“Justice delayed is justice denied. At the same time,
justice hurried is justice buried. Both are true. The judiciary
has to function in line with these two notions,” Anisul
said, adding, “Our judiciary remains independent as the
government doesn't interfere.”
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