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Bamboo bridge over
muddy road!

Our CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Lack of repair and maintenance of an
earthen road for almost three decades
in Patuakhali’s Kalapara upazila
made communication trouble for
about 50,000 people of five adjacent
villages.

While no vehicles can ply the
four-kilometre long road from
Musulliabad to  Misreepara in
Kuakata area, in some places it has
become unfit even for pedestrians.

Villagers had to set up bamboo
bridges to cross portions of the road
that had eroded into the adjacent
croplands during the rainy season in
the last two years.

Students of a primary school, a
high school, a college and a madrasa
use the road to reach their education
institutes.

A fifth grader of Musulliabad
Government Primary School Jannati
Akhter said, “We cannot go to school
during the rainy season as the road
becomes very muddy.

While visiting the area around
mid-September, this correspondent

saw some male students of the
Musulliabad Islamia Fazil Madrasa
planting rice saplings on the road
near Panjupara.

Md Saidur Rahman, a teacher
of the madrasa, explained that
the students are planting saplings
protesting the condition of the road.

He claimed that during the rainy
season student’s attendance rate
becomes low because many do not
want to come to class crossing the
decrepit road.

“Authorities concerned should
take step to build a paved road here
considering interest of the locals and
students,” he added.

Md Salauddin, a student of Alim
(intermediate) class of the madrasa
said, “Our madrasa dress becomes
dirty when we cross the road and
often our books get damaged.”

The road was never repaired since
Latachaplee Union Parishad built
it in 1987 to ease communication
for Dobasipara, Azimpur, Dokkhin
Musulliabad,  Musulliabad  and
Misreepara village with Kuakata
sea beach, said Habibur Rahman, a

resident of Panjupara village.

“Tourist also can’t use the road to
go to Misreepara to visit the Buddhist
temple with the biggest Buddhist
statue in the area,” he claimed.

“They have to use an alternative
route and cross another five
kilometres to go see the statute,” he
said.

Chairman for Latachaplee Union
Parishad Md Ansar Uddin Mollah
said he informed the concerned
authorities about the bad condition
of the road in a number of union
parishad meetings and requested for
a pucca road considering interest of
locals.

Contacted,  Abdul = Mannan,
Kalapara upazila engineer of
Local Government Engineering
Department, said, they have taken
a project to build a paved road with
the allocation of the current fiscal
year and sent the proposal to higher
authority seeking approval. However,
they have not received any fund yet.

“After getting approval and
necessary fund we will start its work,”
he hoped.
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An illegal structure at a market in Srimangal rail station area of Moulvibazar being
torn down during a drive by Bangladesh Railway yesterday. The railway in the drive
dismantled 300 such illegal structures in the area and reclaimed 287 decimals of its

land from grabbers.
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Mass CoryING IN Pec Exam

Probe body formed

Our CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

The authorities on Tuesday formed
a three-member probe committee
to investigate the allegation of mass
copying during Sunday’s Primary
Education Completion Examination
(PECE) at Kamalerpara High School
centre in Saghata upazila.

The committee, comprising Saghata
Upazila Secondary Education Officer
Ahsan Habib as convenor, and Upazila
Primary Education Officer Azizul
Islam and Upazila Resource Centre’s
Instructor Saju Mia as members, has
been asked to submit report within
three working days.

examination  of  mathematics  at
Kamalerpara High School centre, where
guardians were seen supplying copies to
the PECE examinees while the invigilators
intentionally overlooked the matter.

Upazila Education Officer Azizul Islam
admitted receiving the complaint.

“Some guardians got involved in
supplying copies to the examinees,
which is not desirable at all. If such
practice is allowed, good students will
lose interest in study,” said Mizanur
Rahman, a guardian.

Contacted, District Primary
Education Officer Hossain Ali said,
“After getting the probe committee

Jubo League
man held
with govt rice

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

A local Jubo League leader
was held on charge of
misappropriating rice
under a government food
aid programme for the
poor in Galachipa upazila
yesterday.

The arrestee is Md Shahin
Panchayet, president of
Char Kazol union unit of
Jubo League.

Shahin is also the dealer
of the food programme,
said Sured Salehin, assistant
commissioner (land) in the
upazila.

Upazila Food Officer
Samir Kumar Roy said
Shahin took 12 tonnes of
rice under the programme
on Tuesday. The following
day, he reached Char Shiba
launch ghat to distribute
rice among the enlisted
poor people at Tk 10 per kg.

While his men were
distributing the rice, Shahin
started filling up his 18
sacks containing 30 kg of
rice each from the sacks of
government rice, said Samir.

At the time, the villagers
caught him red handed.
Informed by locals, AC
Salehin rushed to the spot
and handed Shahin over to
police.

Preparation to file a case
was going on in this regard
as of filing of this report
around 6:00pm yesterday.

They were investigating
the matter, said Salehin.

Md Kawsar Hossain
Kamal, acting secretary of
Galachipa upazila unit of
Jubo League, said if any
member is found involved

report, action will be taken against the
perpetrators for creating disorder in the
examination hall.”
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PECE

According to
copying  marked

eyewitnesses,
Sunday’s

in any wrongdoing, action
will be taken against him.
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Locals use a hamboo bridge to cross this portion of a road at Panjupara in Kalapara upazila of Patuakhali as the
mud-covered stretch has become virtually unusable. Earlier students of a local madrasa planted paddy on the
road to draw the attention of the authorities concerned for a solution.
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