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Ensure timely
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sorry… I am concerned that violence is on the rise 
recently, but there is no remedy,” said Iftekharuzzaman, 
a noted anti-corruption campaigner.

To prevent such violence, laws should be applied 
properly by handing exemplary punishment to the 
culprits, he said, adding that the judicial procedure 
has to be completed timely.

He also urged the law enforcement agencies to 
play more active role in this regard.

Abdus  Salam, whose child was raped by one of 
his neighbours in  Dhaka’s Wari this year, said, “My 
seven-year-old daughter was murdered  after rape. 
She will never return. All I want now is exemplary  
punishment of the murderer.”

He also urged parents to keep an eye on their 
daughters so that nobody falls victim to such crime.

Sheuli  Akter, a garment worker who faced sexual 
harassment  recently, said she had to leave her job 
due to continuous mental harassment  and untoward 
advances from one of her bosses.

“Nobody will  understand the suffering I had been 
going through. I wish,  not a single woman has to face 
such a situation,” she added.

ActionAid Bangladesh Country Director Farah 
Kabir, We Can Bangladesh Executive Coordinator 
Zinat Ara Haque and actors Afsana Mimi, Rokeya 
Prachy and Ziaul Hasan also spoke at the programme, 
among others. 

Over 300 events were held nationwide yesterday, 
marking the occasion. 

According to a recent report by ASK, at least 1,253 
women were raped  and 221 became victims of sexual 
harassment from January to October this  year. Of the 
rape victims, some 251 were gang-raped and 62 were  
murdered after rape. Another report, prepared by MJF, 
found that  at least 767 children were raped and 106 
were sexually harassed during  the time.

Both reports were prepared based in news 
published on national dailies.

DHAKA THURSDAY NOVEMBER 28, 2019, AGRAHAYAN 13, 1426 BS4

Had no choice
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Myanmar also did not allow the UN investigators, 
independent journalists and also rejected the ruling by the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) that it has jurisdiction 
for probing the forcible deportation of Rohingyas.

Recently, Gambia, on behalf of the 57-member 
Organisation for Islamic Conference (OIC) filed a case with 
the International Court of Justice (ICJ), the highest court of 
the UN, of which Myanmar is a member and cannot avoid 
responsibility. Human rights groups in Argentina also filed 
a case with its national court.

“Myanmar has failed in all fronts -- in creating 
conducive environment at Rakhine as well as ensuring 
accountability,” said Haque.

ICC can hold the individual perpetrators accountable, 
while the ICJ can hold accountable the state. Also, the USA, 
Canada and European Union imposed sanctions on some 
of the top army officials of Myanmar.

“I hope Myanmar will be under serious pressure now,” 
the foreign secretary said.

Bangladesh wants to pursue accountability as well as 
bilateral way of solving the crisis, he said, adding, “Of 
course, repatriation is always our priority.”

Brac University Pro-Vice Chancellor Prof Mohammad 
Tamim and CPJ Executive Director Manzoor Hasan also 
spoke at the event.
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tribunal had set today for delivering the 
verdict on completion of placing arguments 
from the prosecution and defense.

During the closing arguments, the 
prosecution sought highest punishment 
mentioned in the Digital Security Act for 
the accused, saying that it was able to prove 
the charges at the tribunal. 

Defense sought his client’s acquittal, 
claiming that the charges brought against 
OC Moazzem were false and fabricated.

Earlier the tribunal recorded statements 
of 12 prosecution witnesses, including 
complainant, Nusrat’s mother, sister and 
two friends.

Nusrat, a student of Sonagazi Islamia 
Senior Fazil Madrasa, was set on fire on 
April 6 -- allegedly for refusing to withdraw 

a case filed against the madrasa principal 
for sexually harassing her.

After fighting for her life for five days, she 
died at Dhaka Medical College Hospital on 
April 10.

The same day, Moazzem was withdrawn 
from his post of Sonagazi Police Station 
OC, as Nusrat’s family alleged that he was 
not cooperating with them. 

A video clip of the then Sonagazi OC 
asking Nusrat humiliating questions 
also went viral on social media, drawing 
widespread criticism.

On April 15, Barrister Syed Sayedul 
Haque Sumon filed the case against 
Moazzem under the Digital Security Act, 
for circulating the video.

On July 17, the tribunal framed charges 
against Moazzem in the case.
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“TCB is selling onions by purchasing 
from the domestic market. Overall, the 
supply situation has not improved,” said 
CAB President Ghulam Rahman at a press 
conference at Jatiya Press Club in Dhaka.

Onions are used mainly as spice to 
prepare traditional dishes and its prices hit 
an all-time high of Tk 250 per kg in the third 
week of this month amid a supply shortage.

CAB said Bangladesh requires nearly 30 
lakh tonnes of onions annually, and the 
nation does not produce enough to meet 
the demand.

Rahman said supply shortage is the 
main reason behind onion price spiral.

He said government expected that 
businesses would respond promptly to 
import and increase supply of onions in 
the market. 

“That response did not come... a section 
of high-profit seeking traders spiked prices 
of onion by taking advantage of the crisis,” 
he said.

The consumer rights body also expressed 
concerns over recent price hike of rice, flour, 
soybean oil and lentil. 

It demanded formation of a consumers 
affairs ministry or establishment of a 
separate division at the commerce ministry 
to protect consumers’ rights.

“Consumers are the biggest economic 
group in the country. Yet, they are often 
ignored during decisions on issues 
impacting them,” he said.

Under the circumstances, CAB said, 
creation of a consumers’ affairs ministry is 
need of the hour. 

CAB suggested selection of 15-20 essential 
commodities and said the proposed ministry 
should be assigned to ensure satisfactory 

supply of these commodities to keep prices 
stable, so that cost of living remains within 
tolerable levels.

Rahman said the commerce ministry is 
trying to protect interests of consumers. 

“But it is not possible for the commerce 
ministry to look after everything,” he said.  

Various other ministries such as 
food, agriculture, livestock, industries, 
telecommunication and finance are also 
linked to consumers’ issues. A separate 
ministry is needed to coordinate with 
all the ministries to protect consumers’ 
interests, he added.

CAB placed the demand at a time when 
spiralling prices of various essentials, 
including rice, within a short period 
squeezed wallets of many, reducing 
purchasing capacity of poor and low-
income people.

CAB said prices of rice have been going 
up for the last one month.

It also claimed that the government’s 
failure to contain the onion market may 
have made rice millers “bold”. It demanded 
the government control any “ill-motive” to 
make the rice market unstable with a strong 
hand.

The consumers’ rights body demanded 
regular market monitoring to keep prices 
of essentials stable, and making activities 
of Bangladesh Competition Commission 
visible to ensure competitive pricing.

CAB suggested taking diplomatic 
initiative so that India lifts ban on onion 
exports. It also recommended imposing 10-
20 percent duty on onion imports during 
the peak harvesting season, so that growers 
get fair prices and cultivate more onion the 
following year -- enabling the country to 
attain self-sufficiency in onion production.
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2018 and its progress is at 30 percent.
Under the Housing Construction Project for Insolvent 

Freedom Fighters, 14,000 one-storey homes will be 
provided to insolvent freedom fighters as gifts from the 
Prime Minister ahead of the celebration of birth centenary 
of Bangabandhu in 2020.

Each 900 square feet house titled ‘Bir Nibash’ will be 
constructed on four decimals of land at a cost of Tk 15.75 
lakh.

The housing construction project will be implemented 
at an estimated cost of Tk 2,253 crore.

Mujibnagar Independence War Memorial Complex 
Construction Project will be implemented at Mujibnagar 
in Meherpur.

The existing memorial complex is now situated on 81.76 
acres of land, but acquisition of additional 49.27 acres of 
land is required for the planned construction.

The Liberation War affairs ministry will implement a 
project for construction of “Panorama for Bangladesh” 
depicting scenes from the Liberation War, but the site for 
the project is yet to be finalised.

Liberation War Affairs Minister AKM Mozammel Haque; 
PM’s Power, Energy and Mineral Resources Adviser Dr 
Tawfiq-e-Elahi Chowdhury; PM’s Security Affairs Adviser 
Maj Gen (retired) Tarique Ahmed Siddique; State Minister 
for Public Administration Farhad Hossain; former Health 
Minister AFM Ruhul Haque; PM’s Principal Secretary Md 
Nojibur Rahman; PMO Secretary Sajjadul Hassan; PM’s 
Press Secretary Ihsanul Karim and Chief Architect of the 
Department of Architecture ASM Aminur Rahman were 
present at the function.

Eminent painter Hashem Khan and Dean of Dhaka 
University’s Fine Arts Faculty Prof Nisar Hossain, who 
are involved in the first project, were also present, while 
Liberation War Affairs Secretary In-Charge SM Arifur 
Rahaman delivered the presentation.

Shaheed Dr Milon Day
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grave on Dhaka Medical College premises and at Milon 
Smrity Chattar near TSC. Discussions and special prayers 
were also held.

Besides Milon’s family, Awami League leaders including 
AL joint general secretary and Education Minister Dr Dipu 
Moni and AL presidium member Matia Chowdhury; 
members of Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal; Samyabadi Dal; 
Muktijoddha Mancha; Bam Ganatantrik Jote; Communist 
Party of Bangladesh; Jubo League; Chhatra League; 
Shadhinata Chikitshak Parishad; Bangladesh Medical 
Association and Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical 
University paid tributes.

10m saplings to be planted
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Year-long programmes at home and abroad will be 
observed with participation of people at the government 
and party levels, apart from engagement of Bangladesh’s 
foreign friends.

Mujib Borsho will be followed by the golden jubilee 
celebration of the country’s independence in 2021.

Govt failure to contain Verdict in case against ex-OC

HC to deliver verdict 
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Meanwhile, a judicial probe has found five 
police officials, including three additional 
superintendents of Rajshahi police, responsible 
in the manipulation of the FIR.

The officials are: additional superintendents 
of police Md Mahmudul Hasan (administration 
and crimes), M Matiur Rahman (DSB) and Md 
Abul Kalam Saahid (Puthia circle); Inspector 
Mohinul Islam (investigation); and the then OC 
of Puthia Police Station Shakil Uddin Ahamed.

Rajshahi’s Chief Judicial Magistrate Md Mehedi 
Hasan Talukder, who conducted the enquiry as 
per an HC directive, has sent the probe report to 
the HC earlier this month recommending orders 
on the authorities concerned to take legal action 
against the five officials.

On September 16, the HC bench led by Justice 
M Enayetur Rahim directed the magistrate to 
conduct an enquiry into the alleged manipulation 
of the FIR by Shakil following the same writ 
petition. It also  issued a rule asking government 
to explain as to why Shakil should not be 
suspended for manipulating the FIR. 

Journos worried over
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secretary Dipu Sarwar in another joint statement 
said harassment of and death threat to Rafiq are 
tantamount to violation of freedom of expression. 

The leaders said the report was published 
maintaining journalistic ethics. Statements of all 
concerned were incorporated in the news, they 
added. 

Jagonews24.com on November 18 published 
a news titled “Pilot Ishrat gave illicit proposal to 
a cabin crew after taking her to cockpit”. 

After the report was published, Rafiq has been 
receiving such threats, he alleged. 

He has also filed a general diary in this regard.

Protesting price hike of daily essentials, Bangladesher Samajtantrik Dal (BSD-Marx) formed a human chain in front of Jatiya 

Press Club yesterday. At the event, they also placed a ten-point demand, including introduction of ration system for low-

income group. PHOTO: STAR
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