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Like this one in the photo, 10 dredgers have been engaged at as many points of six rivers -- Meghna,
Kalabodor, Tentulia, Khakdon, Karkhana and Kirtonkhola -- under Barishal region.

Barishal river routes face
severe navigability crisis

Our CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

Vessels plying the river routes
to at least 40 destinations from
Barishal, including Dhaka, are
facing serious navigability crisis
due to decreased flow of water and
formation of new shoals in the
major rivers of the region.

A few weeks ago, a Dhaka-
bound launch from Barguna
named ‘MV  Shahrukh-2" ran
aground in a shoal of the Meghna
river near Kaliganj area in Barishal’s
Mehendiganj upazila.

A passenger of the launch Mirza
Khalid recalled how they were
rescued by another vessel after
being marooned for almost nine
hours.

“Now the 8-hour journey from
Barguna to Dhaka almost became
24 hours long,” he said.

Rahim Mia, driver of a passenger
launch that plies the Dhaka-
Barishal route on the Meghna river,
said his launch got stuck a number
of times in the last two months
in a shoal near Bhasanchar under
Mehendiganj.

Crew member of another vessel
that plies the Barishal-Bhola route
said, water level at Laharhaat and
Shaheberhaat point under Barishal
Sadar upazila has become very
low, causing river transports to run
aground sand bars beneath the
surface of Arial Kha river.

Officials of Bangladesh Inland
Water Transport Authority
(BIWTA) admitted that shortage
of water flow has created
navigability crisis in at least 30
points of different river routes in
the Barishal region.

Mizanur Rahman  Bhuiyan,
superintending engineer  of
dredging department of BIWTA,
said, according to the data
collected in recent years, the main
rivers carried an average of 1.2
billion tonnes of mud and sand
from upstream and 40 percent
of the sediments were deposited
at different points of the rivers in
Barishal region.

This year flash floods in the

northern districts caused the
rivers to carry more mud and sand
downstream and deposit those at
the southern parts of the country,
he added.

Rezaur  Rashid  Khandaker,
assistant director of the dredging
department of BIWTA, told The
Daily Star that for the last two
weeks 10 dredging machines
have been working at 10 points
of six rivers--Meghna, Kalabodor,
Tentulia, Khakdon, Karkhana and
Kirtonkhola.

BIWTA  dredging  officials
informed that, like other years,
about 30-lakh cubic metres of
mud and sand would be dredged
from the thirty points of Barishal
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regional rivers. Of those, one lakh
cubic metres would be collected
from Barishal river port area.

Ajmal Huda Mithu, deputy
director (DD) of BIWTA's
marine safety and river traffic
department, said, river vessels
need at least 12-feet deep
waterway, but hardly 10-feet
depth can be found during low
tide in Barishal port.

He said, Dhaka-Barishal
passenger launch MV Manami got
stuck at the district’s river port area
in the last week of October due to
poor navigability.

“Therefore, we are trying
to ensure 14-feet depth in the
surrounding areas of the river
port,” he asserted.

He noted that they also have
to relocate some launch terminals
because of poor navigability.

Patarhaat Launch Terminal
under Mehendiganj would be
relocated one kilometre away to
Mas Kazir Char, said the deputy
director.

He admitted that in absence
of alternative dumping ground,
dredged mud and sand are often
dumped in other parts of the
rivers, considering its depth and
strength of currents.

However, this can sometimes
create navigation problem in those
points, he added.

Grabbers eye bridge
approach road, canal

Illegal structures being built at the site in

Sirajdikhan upazila

FARHANA MirZA BORNA, Munshiganj

Land grabbers have set up a number of
RCC pillars on the approach road on both
sides of a newly constructed bridge over
a canal at Chhatiantoli under Kola union
of Sirajdikhan upazila to build shops and
other concrete structures.

Locals apprehend that the callous act,
if allowed to continue, will badly affect
the bridge approach road adjacent to
Munshiganj-Sreenagar highway and cause
virtual death to the canal.

Seeking anonymity, several people

said Rony Chowdhury, assistance
secretary of Bangladesh  Central
League’s central committee, started

setting up pillars on the canal land near
Chhatiantoli High School a couple of
months ago.

Afterwards, several other local influential
people joined the act.

Asked about the matter, Rony said, “I

am not involved with land grabbing. Some
other people constructed shops near the
approach road.”

“Some shops were demolished during
the bridge construction work. After
completion of the bridge, the previous
owners started attempt to rebuild the
shops at the site and they have submitted
applications to the zila parishad for the
purpose,” he added.

Contacted over phone on Wednesday,
Munshiganj Zila Parishad’s Chief Executive
Officer Shafiqul Islam said, “I cannot recall
whether we have received any application
seeking permission to construct shops
on canals or government land. But I am
sure that we have not given any such
permission.”

Sreenagar Upazila Nirbahi Officer
Rahima Akter said necessary legal action
will be taken if shops are constructed
occupying government lands.

Concrete pillars and shops are made on the land of a canal and the approach
road of the newly constructed bridge over the waterbody at Chhatiantoli of
Sirajdikhan upazila in Munshiganj, bearing testimony to the land grabbers’

ongoing attempt to occupy the site.
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Man killed by rivals

Our CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A man was killed in an attack allegedly
by men of rival group over capture of
a waterbody in Sirajganj's Shahzadpur
upazila yesterday.

The deceased, Mohammad Abdul
Awal, 38, son of Solaiman Pramanik, was
a resident of Bri Angaru village in the
upazila.

Quoting locals and the deceased’s family
members, police said there had been a
longstanding rivalry between Awal and
Abdullah of the village over capture of a

government waterbody.

The incident occurred after people
loyal to Abdullah attacked Awal with
sharp weapons when the latter went to the
waterbody yesterday morning, leaving him
dead on the spot, Officer in Charge (OC)
of Shahzadpur Police Station Mohammad
Ataur Rahman said.

Being informed, police went to the
spot, recovered the body and sent it to
Sirajganj General Hospital for autopsy,
the OC said, adding that additional
police have been deployed in the area to
avert any untoward situation.

Road work stopped as

‘substandard’ materials used
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Our CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

Construction work of Hushorkhali-
Islampur road in  Moheshpur
upazila has been stopped for using
‘substandard’ materials.

The construction work of the
one km road was supposed to be
completed by December 30 as per
schedule.

The villagers have long been
demanding a concrete road but they
are now very worried about whether
this road work will be completed
within this time frame.

Locals said seeing the low-
quality work and use of substandard
construction materials it seems
the road will not last long, so
they recently urged the officials

of Local Government Engineering
Department (LGED) to stop the
construction work.

Later, LGED authorities stopped
the road construction work.

Upazila LGED floated a tender for
construction of the road on October
31.

Ms Jakaullah and Brothers, a
construction firm, got the work order
of Tk 60.77 lakh and started the road
work on November 5.

The construction work was going
on using low quality materials, said
Siraj Ali of Hushorkhali village in the
upazila.

Wishing anonymity, an official of
Moheshpur LGED said the authority
stopped the road work as the

contractor used low quality bricks and
sand in the construction work.

Moheshpur LGED engineer
Md Selim Hossain said earlier,
the contractor was warned several
times to improve the quality of the
construction work but he did not pay
any heed to their words.

Finding no other alternative, they
stopped the road construction work
two days ago, he said.

Legal action will be taken
against the contractor if he does
not improve the quality of the
construction work.

Contractor Md Jakaullah
refuted the allegation of using
substandard materials in the road
construction work.

o

Wildlife lover Sohel Shyam
nurses six fishing cat
cubs in Moulvibazar’s
Sreemangal upazila
yesterday. The cubs were
rescued by members of
Nature Conservation and
Wildlife Protection Circle
of Moulvibazar forest
department from Islampur
village under Fatehpur
union of Rajnagar upazila.
A farmer had found them
in a paddy field while
harvesting paddy. The
cubs were in good health.
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