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He also praised the DIU permanent 
campus, and urged authorities to shift all 
their activities there. 

“I cannot understand why Daffoldil still 
continues to have classes in Dhanmondi, 
when they have such a beautiful campus 
here. I would urge them to  move 
immediately with lock, stock, and barrel to 
this campus and create the opportunity for 
students to have real campus feeling which 
is a part and parcel of university education” 
Kazi Shahidullah said.

He said emergence of private universities 
in Bangladesh has given a new dimension 
to tertiary-level education of the country. 
Today, more students are studying in 
private universities than public universities, 
excluding National University. 

At the ceremony, Chairman of DIU 
board of trustees Sabur Khan handed 
over the AUPF flag to G Viswanathan, 
founder and chancellor of Vellore Institute 
of Technology in India (VIT), the host 

university of AUPF 2020.
AUPF standing committee member 

Sabur Khan also said his university is proud 
to arrange the programme, and thanked all 
for joining it. 

Earlier in the morning, Bangladesh 
National Cadet Corps members of DIU gave 
a guard of honour to the guests and students 
of the university, and performed in cultural 
programme showcasing Bangladeshi culture.

The AUPF was kicked off with a welcome 
dinner on November 22 and was officially 
inaugurated by Education Minister Dipu 
Moni on following day.

Originating from a friendly collaboration 
between institutions of higher education 
in China and Thailand, the AUPF was 
officially established in 2002 to include 
higher education institutions across Asia.

Since its inception, the AUPF has 
expanded throughout Asia and has 
congregated annually in different Asian 
countries. The last conference was held in 
Indonesia.
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corruption at 13 government organisations.
In December 2017, the commission 

submitted a report detailing the sources 
of corruption and gave a 39-point 
recommendation.

In the report, ACC recommended 
investigation against teachers who earned 
wealth illegally, forming monitoring 
committees at metropolitan cities, districts 
and upazilas, strictly following rules of 
teachers’ transfer, and cancelling the MCQ 
question pattern.

Among others, Aislin Baker, governance 
team leader of DFID Bangladesh, and 

Tanvir Mahmud, governance adviser, were 
present in the meeting.

CASE FILED

ACC yesterday filed a case against former 
assistant store and purchase officer of 
Dhaka North City Corporation Abdul 
Malek for misappropriating about Tk 65.33 
lakh between 2011 and 2014.

According to the case statement, Malek 
misappropriated the money through 
selling streetlights, printing and stationery 
equipment. ACC’s Assistant Director Jesmin 
Aktar filed the case with its integrated 
district office.
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then, some three lakh female workers were 
sent to the country until October this year, 
says Bureau of Manpower, Employment 
and Training data.

Of them, some 8,507 female workers 
were brought back home through safe 
home assistance, said Zahid Hossain, joint 
secretary of the expatriates’ welfare ministry. 

Zahid, who will join the meeting, told 
this paper that at the JTC meeting they 
would discuss issues such as recruitment of 
female workers through an IT-based system 
known as “Musaned”.

Recurring workers via the platform 
will help knowing whereabouts of 
female workers effectively as it will 
consist information of workers, their 
Saudi recruiters and employers as well as 
Bangladeshi recruiting agencies, he said.

In recent weeks, a series of protests by 

citizens’ bodies under different banners 
took place in Dhaka and Chattogram. 
Demonstrators raised issues such as 
ensuring safe migration of female workers 
in Saudi Arabia and other countries, 
addressing their sufferings before 
international communities for creating 
pressure to bring guilty Saudi employers to 
book, and ensuring due compensation for 
tortured workers through legal means.

Labour migration expert Asif Munier said 
the Bangladesh government needs to project 
its position clearly during the meeting.

“It is true that Bangladesh needs to send 
its human resources overseas for earning 
more remittance. However, Saudi Arabia is 
also in need of foreign workers,” he said.

So, a “bargaining position” has to be 
created in such bilateral meetings so that 
migrant workers can be benefited most, he 
added.

Asian universities aim Govt delegation to meet

Many more will have
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essential for boosting the economy. “Yet the 
challenge to finance their startups remains. 
They need more financing to compete in 
global markets,” he said.

“Angel investors not only invest more 
money, they also bring in industry expertise, 
mentorship and networks to the businesses 
they invest in,” sayd Altuntas.

Qualified angel investors are important 
because they can connect local startups, 
investors and entrepreneurs with global 
markets like Silicon Valley. 

Angel investors are wealthy individuals 
or groups of individuals who invest money 
or equity to finance startup or early-stage 
small businesses.

Shedding light on the state of 
entrepreneurship in Bangladesh and Asia, 
he said many Western observers have spoken 
about Asia’s massive business potential. 
“Asia is developing and emerging. Most 

creative ideas and businesses are coming 
from this continent.” 

“Developing global collaboration is 
very important to drive innovation in local 
economies,” he said.

He added, for a country like Bangladesh, 
entrepreneurial education is very 
important.

Entrepreneurial education will help 
students create networks and they will be 
encouraged to set up a business before 
graduating, he said.

In today’s world, he said that many 
entrepreneurs are coming from universities. 
“As far as I know, Daffodil International 
University is the only university in 
Bangladesh with an entrepreneurship 
department,” Altuntas said.

He added that investors should be 
educated as well, to understand how to 
deal with entrepreneurs and financing 
techniques.

Financing still a challenge

The pain still resonates
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Union Kendra, said the injured and family members of 
the victims are yet to get due compensation. Even the 
perpetrators have not been not brought to book, he added.

STATUS OF THE CASES 

Two cases were filed with Ashulia Police Station against 
the factory owner and others. In September 2015, police 
submitted charge sheets in both cases against 13 people, 
including the factory owner. 

The cases are currently under trial at the Additional 
Sessions Judge’s Court-1 in Dhaka. 

About the progress of the case, Shahidul Islam Sabuj, 
convener of Revolutionary Garments-Textile Workers 
Forum, said most of the time witnesses remain absent 
on hearing dates. They were present on only six out of 36 
deposition dates, he claimed. 

Meanwhile, Abdul Motin, brother of a victim, filed 
another case with the High Court over the incident, which 
was also transferred to the Additional Sessions Judge’s 
Court-1.

Tazreen owner and Managing Director Delwar Hossain 
was sent to jail in February 2014 on charges of causing 
deaths by negligence. He was released on bail six months 
later.

Restricted area
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While talking to some people working on the vegetable 
patch, they said they live nearby and are working there for 
more than a year. They did not want to say the name of the 
person they work for as he is an “influential” local, who 
sells the produce after cultivation.

The workers said they know that the land belongs to 
the airport.

Meanwhile, a group of students were seen playing inside 
the area in the afternoon. 

“We always come here to play after school,” said 10-year-
old Raihan. 

Another youth Jubair told this correspondent to visit the 
place in the evening. “The area lights up and you can watch 
planes landing.”

They were not bothered by the fact that it was a restricted 
area and what they were doing was risky. “Everyone comes 
here to hang out,” said Raihan.

The two guards were standing nearby, unperturbed.
When approached, one of them said, “Even if we try 

to restrict access, it’s not possible to cover the entire area 
with only two people. We need more guards as the wall is 
damaged in many places.”

“We’ve already informed the matter to the authorities,” 
he added.

Contacted yesterday, Director Ahsan said they have 
started fixing the walls already. Regarding many still 
accessing the area and some continuing farming, he said, 
“Let me look into the matter. We will take necessary steps.”
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