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Questionable Questions on

Facebook

FARIHA S. KHAN

Whether you are a member of a group

on Facebook or are subscribed to an
event, it is very likely that you have come
across at least one of these questions and
wondered how the moderators let them
exist. Whether it is Bangladeshis Beyond
Borders or Desperately Seeking Dhaka, an
abundance of these are likely to be found
on your newsfeed once in a while.

“HOW CAN I GET INTO (INSERT UNI-
VERSITY NAME)?”

Generally alternating between MIT and
Harvard, variations of this question can
be seen at least once every week, but since
students do not usually list out their cre-
dentials on the post itself, the most basic
answer to this question can be found with
only minimal research. Of course, it is a
prerequisite that you win at least three
gold medals at International Olympiads
(or the Olympics), already be on a sports
team and have a nomination for one of
the Nobel Prizes. Although only two SAT
subject tests are recommended, make
sure that you have 780+ on the seven tests
that you take and no less than a 1590

on the SAT - but remember, these scores
must be achieved when you're in Grade 9
and no later. If you are not a co-founder
of a Fortune 500 company, chances of
you getting in are very slim. Unless, of
course, your parents, your grandparents
and great-grandparents are all alumni and
have a few buildings named after them.
“WHERE CAN I BUY AIRPODS? MY
BUDGET IS 100 TAKA."”

Ah, yes. The age-old “where can I buy this
for cheap” question. We have all been
there at some point. It is simple. Walk to
the nearest knock-oft store you can find.
Because even knock-off AirPods can cost
about 300 taka, buy an identical pair of
white Apple earphones you can get your
hands on. If you are feeling a little boujee,
orab a can of spray paint and go to town

on those headphones. Get a pair of
scissors, chop the wires off of them, and
voila! You have the best AirPods that 100
taka can buy. The best part? It is almost
DIY.

“KI KHABAR DIBEN?”

A very prominent question, this is most
notably seen sprawled across the event
pages of Model UN conferences and other
big events. It is perhaps Bengalis favourite
question to ask. If you see someone
asking this, pass on that haha react button
and answer this with utmost respect
because of how imperative it is to the
execution of a successful event.

“DM FOR PRICE!”

For people selling goods on the internet,
this is often seen on the captions of their

photos. Yet somehow, you will almost
always find someone in the comment
section asking, “Price?” or “How much?”
instead of messaging, as asked. These are
generally the people on Facebook who,
at all costs, will fail to follow instructions.
They are superior.

No matter how much effort you put
in to avoid seeing questions like these on
your newsfeed, there is always that one-
person who will end up asking questions
similar to these. The best we can do is
lean back, crack open a can of diet Pepsi
and keep that haha react ready.

Fariha enjoys binge-watching movies in the
dark vicinity of her bedroom. Strike up a con-
versation with her at fariha.safa@gmail.com

MRITTIKA ANAN RAHMAN

One weeknight this past September, I
pushed through traffic to the other end of
the city for a cultural experience. An Agatha
Christie play was being staged in my city -
an event I couldn’t miss.

Sitting there in the packed auditorium,
the entire crowd laughed and clapped at
the right moments, Open Space Theatre
having done a fabulous job of bringing to
life one of Christie’s best works.

Chief organiser Mahjabeen Chowdhury
and director M. Arifur Rahman co-founded
Open Space Theatre in 2017 with the aim
of bringing back the popularity of theatre
to the youth of our country.

Mahjabeen says, “We want to make
theatre profitable enough, so that the actors
and backstage crew can think of it as an
actual profession instead of just a hobby.”

So far the group has staged multiple
productions of 12 Angry Men and And Then
There Were None. Actor Faisul Sunny loves
his experience so far, “The way the director
guides us, really works for me. The whole
process is a lot of fun.”

Actor Johayer Khan says, “I got to learn a
lot here. Now, wherever I go, I can see that
what I have learned here can be applied
elsewhere and what I learn from elsewhere
can be applied in acting.”

Mahjabeen further explains, “When we
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A new wave of theatre in Dhaka

have a show coming up, we rehearse almost
every day. When there are no shows, we try
to organise free acting workshops once a
week. When we have nothing going on, we
get time to prepare for a new production.
There are no holidays really.”

“We are planning on some new produc-
tions for 2020. The scripts are not finalised
yet. As always, we select scripts that can be
enjoyed by all demographic groups. We
like to try out a new genre of theatre with
each of our productions so that our actors
are challenged and develop diverse skills.
Our audience can call us and ask for regular
text updates about all our shows. We also
organise various workshops and auditions
regularly. Currently, we are accepting partic-
ipants for a month-long workshop in Janu-
ary 2020 focused on speech, folk songs and
choreography in theatre,” she mentions.

Open Space Theatre regularly recruits
new actors both through monthly audi-
tions and through workshops before a
new production. One can contact them by
calling 01765576981, or messaging them
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/opens-
pacethea8re to participate. Their actors can
also get involved in other departments like
light, sound, music, set, costume, etc.

Mrittika Anan Rahman is a daydreamer trying
hard not to run into things while walking. Find
her at mrittika.anan@gmail.com
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