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Locals stopped the renovation work of Bhukshimul-Pushainagar road in 

Moulvibazar’s Kulaura upazila yesterday, protesting use of substandard materials 

and alleged corruption.
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Two girls raped, 
teacher held
STAR COUNTRY DESK

Two schoolgirls have been allegedly raped in Bandarban 
and Jashore districts.

On Wednesday, police arrested a schoolteacher on 
charge of raping a fourth-grade mentally challenged girl at 
Pachakari village in Jashore’s Monirampur upazila, reports 
our Benapole correspondent. 

The arrestee is Shibapado Roy, son of Kalipado Roy of 
the village, and an assistant teacher of HM PK Secondary 
School in Khulna’s Dumuria upazila.

Police and locals said the victim lives in Dumuria 
upazila. She came to visit her uncle’s house at Pachakari 
village with her mother.

In the afternoon, the accused took the girl to his house 
and raped her. The victim later told her mother that she 
was raped by the teacher. 

On information, police arrested Shibapado Roy 
from the area on Wednesday night, said Rafiqul 
Islam, officer-in-charge (OC) of Monirampur 
Police Station.

The girl’s mother filed a case in this connection, said 
the OC.

Meanwhile, an eight -year-old girl was raped allegedly 
by a youth in Baishari area of Bandarban’s Naikhangchhari 
upazila, reports our correspondent.

The victim, daughter of a domestic help, is a Class I 
student of a local school.

Police and family members said one Joynal Abedin, 
19, an employee of a grocery shop, raped the girl on 
Monday.

Though the incident took place on Monday noon, 
the victim’s family members did not disclose the matter 
to anyone as Syed Alam, owner of the shop, continued 
threatening them.

On information, police detained Alam yesterday, said 
inspector Md Liakat Ali, in-charge of Baishari police 
investigation centre.

They were raiding different areas to arrest the alleged 
rapist, said the inspector.

The victim was sent to a local hospital for medical test, 
said the police official.

Girl takes 
own life in 
Bandarban 
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Bandarban

A schoolgirl took her own 
life allegedly over a trivial 
matter at Shilertua village in 
Lama upazila of the district 
on Wednesday night.

The deceased, Rozina 
Akthar, 16, was a Class IX 
student at Chaikkong High 
School in the upazila.

Quoting the victim’s 
family members, Officer 
in Charge (OC) of Lama 
Police Station Oppela Raju 
Naha said Rozina hanged 
herself from the ceiling of 
her room around 7:00pm 
after her mother scolded 
her over a trivial matter. 

On information, police 
recovered the body and 
sent it to Bandarban Sadar 
Hospital for autopsy, 
the OC said, adding that 
preparation of filing of an 
unnatural dead (UD) case 
was underway. 

Child marriage 
bid foiled, 2 held
2 coaching centres sealed off
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Two men including a bridegroom were jailed for arranging 
marriage of an underage girl at Madrasa village in Sadar 
upazila on Wednesday.

Marriage registrar Abdul Aziz, son of Abdul Hamid of 
the village, was sentenced to three months’ imprisonment 
while bridegroom Al Amin,21, son of Abul Hossain of 
Sarkerpara village, was jailed for six months. 

Being informed that marriage of the sixteen-year-old girl, 
daughter of Mainuddin of Kristapur village, was arranged, 
a mobile court, led by Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO) 
Abdullah Al Mamun, rushed to the spot on Wednesday 
night and foiled the marriage and arrested the duo.

The two were later produced before the court that 
pronounced the verdict. 

Meanwhile, the same court yesterday sentenced the 
director of Confidence Coaching Centre in Sadar upazila 
to 15 days’ imprisonment for conducting classes ignoring 
a circular issued by the education ministry which asked not 
to run coaching centres during JSC and JDC examinations. 

The convict is Md Ashraf Ali, director of the coaching 
centre.

The court also raided another coaching centre named 
‘Creative Coaching Centre’ in the area but its director and 
teachers managed to flee the scene, sensing the presence of 
the mobile court. 

The UNO later sealed off the two coaching centres.

SAND LIFTING FROM PURNARBHABA RIVER

Bridge becomes 
vulnerable to collapse
People of 13 villages stage demo, demand stern action against 
sand lifting
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A bridge in Dinajpur Sadar Upazila is becoming 
vulnerable to collapse because of sand lifting 
activities in close proximity to the structure, 
alleged locals. 

Sediments around four out of the six piers 
of the Majadanga Bridge have washed away 
exposing the piles, they claimed.

Around 1,500 people of 13 villages, 
benefitting from the bridge, expressed their 
concern under the banner of ‘Majadanga 
Bridge Protection Committee’ at a rally in 
front of Dinajpur Press Club on November 
11, demanding an immediate stop to the sand 
mining activities.

Built in 2005 at an approximate cost of Tk 
1.7 crore, the rod-cement-concrete girder bridge 
on the Purnarbhaba river connects the district 
headquarter with Biral, Kaharol and Bochaganj 
upazilas.

Seven influential quarters have been lifting 
sand from the river for the last three years by 
setting dredger machines on both sides of the 
bridge, about 500 metres away from its piers, 
alleged the speakers at the rally. 

President of Majadanga Bridge Protection 
Committee Nurul Islam also blamed the sand 
lifting activity for creating large holes in the 
riverbed, where in the last three years eight 
children and an elderly man had drowned.

After the rally, the villagers submitted a 
memorandum in this regard to Dinajpur 
Deputy Commissioner Mahmudul Alam. 

Mahmudul claimed that the bridge was 
damaged from before, and sand mining is 
not taking places within 200 metres from the 
structure, as per DC office restriction.

If anyone is found lifting sand by violating 
the rules, as the villagers claimed, then action 
will be taken against the sand lifters, he said. 

Sources at the Local Government Engineering 
Department (LGED) in Dinajpur informed that 
department officials visited the site recently.

A LGED engineer, wishing anonymity, said it 
no longer matters whether sand lifting is taking 
place within 200 metres from the bridge.

Based on their assessment of the situation, 
all kind of mining activity should be stopped in 
the area surrounding the bridge, he added. 

The official informed that holes have been 
created around some of the piles, as sediments 

shifted away from the structure.
Holes around piles can reduce their ability 

to hold together under a load and increase the 
risk of breakage or deformation, he explained. 

Executive Engineer Khalilur Rahman of the 
department said, on November 7 they received 
a letter from the DC office asking for a detailed 
report on the hazards caused to the bridge by 
the sand lifting activity.

Meanwhile, the following day, angry villagers 
burnt a dredging machine, owned by one of the 
sand lifting contractors Mahfuz Alam. 

Attempts at reaching Mahfuz, both over 
phone and in person, failed.

Due to mindless sand lifting in close proximity of Majadanga Bridge in Dinajpur Sadar upazila sediments around the piers 

have already been washed away, making it vulnerable to collapse.
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