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Which Bangla keyboard is for you

FAISAL BIN IQBAL

A lot of debate already exists out there on
which keyboard is the better one when it
comes to typing in Bangla. There are two
options among typing software. On one
hand, you have Bijoy, the first software created
to facilitate Bangla typing for our computers.
And on the other hand, you have Avro.

Bijoy revolutionised Bangla typing and
was immediately accepted by the masses as
standard. For some time, it was the only name
in town.

Enter Avro.

Avro made typing in Bangla a whole lot
easier with its phonetic input. You no longer
needed a fixed keyboard layout like that used
by Bijoy, to type in Bangla. All you had to was
spell out the Bangla word in English and its
phonetic representation was on computer
screen in Bangla.

Avro also supported the fixed layout mod-
el. However, the popularity it had gained was
because of its phonetic one.

Now we come to the debate - which one
is better?

As mentioned, Bijoy is the standard prefer-
ence when it came to Bangla word pmcessing.
It is widely used in government offices, legal
firms, and many other organisations. The
Bangla publishing industry, importantly, are
users of Bijoy as well. The people working in
these places are quite used to its layout, and
thanks to the software’s widespread use in
such places, it became the standard it is today.

Avro on the other hand, was a program

more preferred by those who did not need
to learn the Bijoy layout, a comparatively
younger crowd. In recent times, because of it
being open source, there has been instances
of using Avro in government organisations
to reduce cost for large scale projects, notably
by the Election Commission for national

ID data collection purposes nearly a decade
back, according to an article in The Daily
Star titled “An amazing journey from Shahid
Lipi to Avro” from April 28, 2010. However,
Bijoy is still miles ahead in terms of usage in

‘BUT, YOURE A GIRL!"

Reactions to girls gaming

FAIZA ADIL

Sure, perhaps you're a ‘liberal’ and you've evolved enough
to not bat a sexist eye when you stumble upon a girl that
for some weird reason plays video games - good on you,
truly. But regardless of whether you're a man or a woman,
you've probably come across some of these reactions to

men finding out a woman is gaming.

Look, you're only doing it to impress boys, just admit
it. Do you even know how to turn the console on? There's
absolutely no way that you aren’t doing this for attention,

professional work, especially the publication
industry.

Besides, Avro was also the go to place if
you needed to write in Bangla over the inter-
net, which was something Bijoy could not do
until more recently.

Despite its popularity, Avro has a few
drawbacks.

Firstly, phonetic typing is not that flexible
at times. You will often find yourself strug-
gling to get a word or even a letter right just
because you are unable to grasp its phonet-
ics. Secondly, Avro does have the tendency
to misbehave on certain software, like Adobe
Photoshop.

Last but not the least, Avro and Bijoy are
not compatible with one another. When you
are viewing certain official documents/older
documents in doc files, you will need the
Bijoy software as these documents usually
use this layout.

These wars don't need a winner, if you ask
me. There's room for both these keyboards
on the desk.

What do you even play? The Sims? Haha, you probably
don’t even play REAL games. What a noob! And let’s not
forget, women like The Sims, and it’s not really even gam-
ing. Games like those - you know - the ones that women
‘tend’ to play? Not games at all.

Prove it, name every character, and finesse every move
and combo. You finished the story? Tell me, how does it
end? Pretty sure you didn't actually finish it, and even if
you did, it was probably the easiest difficulty. Haha, wom-
en. There's no way you finished THAT game without help.

And if you're a girl trying to buy a game at a store it's

come on, ‘gamer girls’ either look like a stereotypical ‘unat-
tractive’ loner or you're just pretending to be one for, well,
the attention.

If you're playing ranked or even on a server with a
bunch of people and make the agonising mistake of
revealing the fact that you are in fact not a man, your every
move will now be scrutinised and you'll either be asked
to “go make a sandwich” out of bitterness and fragile

masculinity, or be subject to crude degrading questions
and proclamations. But say you've somehow avoided or
survived that, your default role is now a support character
because god forbid the team depend on you to carry them,
that's absurd.

Okay okay, you play games and it's not for attention.

either because you're doing it for your boyfriend or well,
some man. Because, why would you? You don’t even know
how to play it, maybe you should pass it to your brother to
finish it for you.

Faiza likes to pretend she isn't loud and annoying but there’s
only so much she can deny. Try changing her opinions at
faiza2421 @gmail.com
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