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While we grew up listening to our parents’ generation recount how
many miles they walked, swam or cycled to attend school, we are of-
ten called the entitled or the “soft” generation. However, we wish our
problems were as cut-and-dried like attending school, getting grades,
applying for jobs and getting married. Today’s world is very different
with the climate crisis around the corner and inequality exacerbating
its effects. Soft, entitled or not, it is imperative that our generation
gets our priorities straight or else all the cash in the world cannot
save us from the havoc that the change in climate will bring forth. To
those of you dreaming of changing the world, the objectives are clear
now, the planet needs to be saved and we have to do it together.

— Rumman R Kalam, In-charge, SHOUT
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RABITA SALEH

Season One of a new Netflix Original
series, Living with Yourself, starring Paul
Rudd, was released on October 18. The
show deals with human cloning gone
wrong and all the hilarity that follows.
Given my bias for the lead, who I admit I
absolutely adore, I had high hopes for the
show and was not disappointed.

Going in, I was expecting this to be
another “Okay, we'll share this one life,
do what each of us does well, and no one
will find out” series, with the usual tropes
thrown in. My love for Paul Rudd meant
I was expecting to be entertained regard-
less of the predictability of the storyline.
What | was not expecting was to be almost
screaming at the end of each episode with
the new unexpected turn the show had
taken. This show went beyond the usual
assumptions and played around with sce-
narios which others wouldn’t dare because
they make things more complicated or the
storyline exceptionally difficult to write.
However, in the chaos created by breaking
out of the “laws” generally associated with
such shows is where Living with Yourself
thrives.

Every episode ends on a cliff-hanger,
characteristic of many Netflix originals, but
unlike certain others, it doesn't feel forced.
The insanity keeps compounding as the
story moves forward, and the characters
pleasantly surprise you by taking the story
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to unanticipated avenues. Whether it’s an
Asian man with a fake accent revealing his
real one, or a clone uncharacteristically
disclosing key secrets to outsiders, the
show takes turns into previously unchar-
tered territory.

The episodes constantly change per-
spectives between the real Miles and the
cloned Miles, filling us in on how the day
went from their separate perspectives. For
one episode the perspective is shifted to
Miles’ wife, played by Aisling Bea, and it
allows us a much-appreciated third person
perspective into the madness. The relation-
ships that evolve in the story with time
have a lot of heart about them, making
us really feel for the characters and their
predicament.

The one aspect that | found lacking
was how little they go into the technical
aspects of the cloning procedure itself,
but then again, that wasn't really what the
story was about. If you are looking for a
futuristic sci-fi series that explores the tech-
nological sides of a story featuring clones,
this isn’t the show for you. The show is
purely focused on human behaviour and
relationships. Both versions of Miles fea-
ture as protagonists, and there is no fixed
good-bad dynamic, which is exactly what
makes the show enjoyable.

Rabita Saleh is a perfectionist/workaholic.
Email feedback to this generally boring person
at rabitasaleh13 @gmail.com



