GTV & STAR SPORTS 1
India v Bangladesh
Second T20I

Live from 7:30pm

TEN 1

Europa League
Monchengladbach v Roma
Live from 2:00am (Friday)

TEN 2

Europa League

Lazio v Celtic

Live from 12:00am (Friday)
Man Utd v Partizan

Live from 2:00am (Friday)

SONY ESPN

Europa League

Astana v Alkmaar

Live from 10:00pm

LASK v PSV

Live from 12:00am (Friday)

SONY SIX

Europa League

Sevilla v Dudelange

Live from 12:00am (Friday)

Chelsea midfielder Jorginho (R) celebrates one of his two goals against Ajax during their Champions League 4-4

thriller at Stamford Bridge on Tuesday.

Chelsea, Dortmund
make big comebacks

AFP, Paris

Jorginho scored two penalties
as Chelsea came roaring back
from 4-1 down to draw 4-4
with nine-man Ajax in a
Champions League classic on
Tuesday, while holders Liverpool claimed a
narrow victory and a stuttering Barcelona
were held.

There was also a rousing comeback win
for Borussia Dortmund over Inter Milan
and a big success for Valencia, but the
greatest drama came at Stamford Bridge.

Ajax appeared to be heading for a
stunning victory when Hakim Ziyech set up
Donny van de Beek to put them 4-1 ahead
10 minutes into the second half.

Before that, Jorginho quickly levelled
from the spot after Tammy Abraham’s own
goal gave the Dutch champions a second-
minute lead, but a Quincy Promes header
and a Kepa Arrizabalaga own goal made it
3-1 at the break.

After conceding again, Cesar Azpilicueta
poked in from close range for Chelsea to
pull it back to 4-2, and then came the crazy
moment midway through the second half
which really gave them hope.

In one fell swoop, Italian referee
Gianluca Rocchi sent off Ajax’s Daley Blind
and dismissed Joel Veltman for a second
caution for a handball in the box seconds
later. Jorginho then converted the resulting
penalty.

Teenager Reece James made it 4-4, and
Chelsea thought they had gone in front
when Azpilicueta fired in, but that goal was
disallowed for an Abraham handball.

‘JOB DONE’ FOR KLOPP

Liverpool won 4-1 in Genk two weeks
ago and looked on course for another
comfortable victory against the Belgians
when Georginio Wijnaldum gave them the
lead at Anfield.

However, with manager Jurgen Klopp

resting several players ahead of this
weekend’s clash with Manchester City, the
reigning European champions were pegged
back.

Tanzanian striker Mbwana Ally Samatta
headed Genk level before the interval,
and it took a fine strike by Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain to win the game.

“The plan was to win the game and we
did that, so job done,” admitted Klopp.

Liverpool are top of Group E, a point
above Napoli, who could have qualified for
the last 16 with a win against Salzburg but
were held to a 1-1 draw.

HAALAND SCORES AGAIN

Erling Braut Haaland's early penalty -- the
19-year-old’s seventh Champions League
goal this season -- gave Salzburg the lead,
before Hirving Lozano equalised.

In Germany, Inter looked to be heading
for a second straight win against Dortmund
as they raced into a 2-0 half-time lead
with Lautaro Martinez and Matias Vecino
scoring.

Yet Dortmund fought back in the second
half to win the game as Achraf Hakimi
grabbed a brace either side of a Julian
Brandt goal.

It is a result that leaves Dortmund
second in Group E three points ahead of
Inter and one behind Barcelona, who are
still top despite a 0-0 draw at home to
Slavia Prague.

MESSI DENIED

Lionel Messi almost scored one of his finest
goals, hitting the woodwork at the end of
an exhilarating run in the first half.

Barcelona had not failed to score in a
home Champions League group game in
seven years and this result followed a shock
weekend defeat at Levante.

“We haven't been convincing, either on
Saturday or today, and we know there is a
lot of pressure now on the team. We have to
respond,” said coach Ernesto Valverde.

PHOTO: AFP

Niaz held
by Fahad

SPORTS REPORTER

IM Fahad Rahman drew
against GM Niaz Murshed
in the fifth round of the
45th National Chess
Championship at the
Institute of Engineers,
Bangladesh yesterday.

Despite dropping points
for the first time, Niaz held
on to his solo lead with 4.5
points while seven players
-- GM Abdullah Al Rakib,
GM Ziaur Rahman, GM
Reefat Bin Sattar, IM Fahad,
IM Minhaz Uddin Ahmed,
IM Abu Sufian Shakil and
FM Taibur Rahman - were
in second position with 3.5
points each.

EQUAL
PAY DEAL
FOR BOTH
AUSTRALIA
MEN AND
WOMEN
FOOTBALLERS

SCAN THE QR
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Booters play warm-up
match in Oman today

SPORTS REPORTER

Head coach Jamie Day

e -

wissiiiiim is looking  forward
ey, G to getting testing his
~___%%. charges again as the

Bangladesh national
team take on Muscat Club in their lone
warm-up match today ahead of Thursday’s
World Cup qualifying fixture against hosts
Oman.

The match will get underway at 6:00pm
(BST).

After their fearless fight against India on
October 15 in Kolkata, the players were given
rest for more than two weeks even though
majority of the players returned to club duty
for the Sheikh Kamal International Club
Cup in Chattogram last month.

Most of the players except for the Abahani
players played at least three matches in that
tournament, with Jamal Bhuiyan, Rahmat
Mia, Yeasin Arafat, Arifur Rahman and
Riyadul Hasan playing five matches.

The Bangladesh coach is now looking
forward to gelling the players again through
today’s warm-up match against Muscat
Club, who are currently in seventh position
in their domestic league with three wins,
two defeats and a draw.

“Most of the players played in Sheikh

Kamal International Club Cup, so it is more
than just playing together again,” Day told
The Daily Star over phone yesterday adding
that he is not concerned about the fitness of
the players.

“It is not a fitness issue now. They are not
going to get any fitter than they are. Abahani
players needed rest which was good. The rest
of the players played in the Sheikh Kamal
tournament, so I am happy,” said Day, who
joined the team on Monday following his
vacation.

The English coach will get some idea
about the standard of Omani football after
today’s match, but he believes the match
against Oman will be very tough.

“Oman match will be a tough one. They
are the second-best team in this group and
are expected to qualify,” Day said. “It will
just get the players playing again after being
with club teams.”

The coach will use 22 of his players,
giving each player at least 45 minutes.

After reaching Oman on Monday, the
team had their first training session where
the focus was one keeping possession and
finishing before playing a game among the
ranks on Tuesday. They were scheduled to
have their second training session yesterday
afternoon.

Baki fails to earn Olympics quota

SPORTS REPORTER

Two-time Commonwealth

Games silver medallist shooter

Abdullah Hel Baki wasted his

last chance to qualify for the
2020 Tokyo Olympic Games as the 30-year-
old failed to make it to the eight-man final
round in 10m air rifle event of the ongoing
14th Asian Shooting Championships in
Doha on Tuesday.

Baki finished 17th among 59 shooters
after scoring 623.1 points, 2.6 points less
than the eighth shooter. Baki will now rely
on wild card to take part in the Olympics
like last two editions.

Three shooters of the event secured

tickets to Tokyo 2020. They are: third-place
finisher Deepak Kumar of India, fifth-place
finisher LU Shao-Chua of Chinese Taipei
and sixth-place finisher Endoh of Japan.
The first, second and fourth place finishers
of this event had already qualified for the
2020 Olympics.

Rabbi Hasan Munna finished 43rd in
the same event with a score 614.3 points
while Syeda Atkia Hasan finished 21st in
women'’s 10m air rifle event after scoring
622.5 points, 5.4 points less than the last
shooter who moved into the final round.

Baki, paring with Atkia, also failed to
produce good results as they finished 11th
among 36 pairs in mixed event by scoring
622.1 points.

Asian
Women's
v'ball from
Saturday

SPORTS REPORTER

Maldives and Kyrgyzstan
teams landed in Dhaka
yesterday to take part in the
Bangamata Asian Senior
Women'’s Central Zone
International Volleyball
Championship, which will
get underway on November
9 at the Suhrawardi Indoor
Stadium in Mirpur.

Afghanistan and Nepal
are scheduled to arrive in the
capital today to participate in
the five-nation tournament
from which Turkmenistan
withdrew their entry at the
last moment. The six-day
tournament will be held in
round-robin format from
where the top two teams will
play in the final while the
third and the fourth-place
finishers will lock horns for
a place-deciding match.

Hosts Bangladesh
are the fifth team of the
tournament. This will be
the first-ever international
tournament for the omen in
red and green.

Xhaka stripped

of captaincy
AFP, London

Arsenal  manager  Unai
Emery  confirmed  on

Tuesday that Granit Xhaka
has been stripped of the club
captaincy after an emotional
outburst towards supporters.

The Swiss international
swore and threw the
captain’s armband to the
floor after being booed as
he was substituted against
Crystal Palace 10 days ago.

Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang will take over
as captain.
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