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DEATH OF FISH AT MADHABKUNDA FALLS

One arrested over 
‘poisoning’ fish
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Police yesterday arrested one individual 
after fisheries department found signs 
of poisonous substance in water at 
Madhabkunda falls in Barlekha upazila of 
Moulvibazar. 

However, police said the identity of 
the arrestee could not be disclosed as the 
investigation was still ongoing.   

A large number of fish and aquatic 
animals at the plunge pool of the 
Madhabkunda falls started dying on 
Sunday.  

Sultan Mahmud, senior fisheries officer 
(acting) of the fisheries department in 
Barlekha upazila, said they found presence 
of rotenone, an odourless and colourless 
pesticide that also occurs naturally in seeds 
and stems of various plants such as local 
vine plant Bish Lata, in the water sample 
collected from the plunge pool of the falls 
on Tuesday. 

Bish Lata, containing active chemical 
component rotenone, is preferred by 
unscrupulous fishers as fish killed with 
it can easily be sold in the market and 
the dead fish is not harmful for human 
health, he said.

The fisheries department started applying 
a mix of disinfectant and antibacterial 
agents in the water to fumigate and stabilise 
water in the plunge pool since yesterday, he 
said, adding that samples of dead fish were 
also sent out for tests. 

Kabir Ahmed, a local and a member of 
Porjotak Sahayak Samiti, said the criminals, 
by poisoning the fish, has now put aquatic 
life and biodiversity in the Madhabkunda 
eco park, established in 2001 on 500 acres 
of land, in danger. 

The water in the plunge pool is 
contaminated by dead fish as well as the 
poison from Bish Lata and people should 
refrain from consuming it and avoid 
contact, said Partho Sarathi Datta Kanungo, 
superintendent of 250-Bed Moulvibazar 
District Hospital.

Contact with the water or its 
consumption might result in skin disease 
and respiratory problems, he also said.   

Marufatuzzahan, chairman of Animal 
and Fish Biotechnology Department at 
Sylhet Agricultural University, said rise in 
acidity of water might also cause the death 
of fish in the pool of the waterfall. But a 
thorough examination can only determine 
the exact cause of the death.

A fisheries department worker applies fumigation mix in the plunge pool of 

Madhabkunda falls in Barlekha upazila of Moulvibazar on Tuesday.  PHOTO: STAR

‘Unfit’ bridge in service 
for decade
OUR CORRESPONDENT, GAIBANDHA

More than a decade ago, Badiakhali bridge on 
the Alai river in Gaibandha Sadar upazila was 
declared unfit for vehicular movement. But the 
bridge, connecting the Sadar with Phulchhari 
and Saghata upazilas, is still in use.

Ignoring the risk of serious accidents, no 
visible steps were taken over the years to replace 
the 65-meter-long ramshackle bridge with a 
new one either.

Damaged by freedom fighters to stop enemy 
movement on it during the Liberation War in 
1971, a temporary Bailey bridge was built over 
the top of it after the country’s independence. 

The narrow metal bridge has been in service 

since then and over time, shrubs and bushes 
grew on its sides. It has tilted at several spots 
and its concrete structure below is degenerating 
in many places, leaving scope for a catastrophic 
disaster.

Long tailbacks on both its sides are a 
common occurrence as larger vehicles have 
to take extra caution and cross it at a very 
slow pace.    

Concerned  citizens in the area alleged that 
although they anticipate a fatal incident any 
time, the authorities concerned did not pay 
heed to their repeated requests of building a 
new bridge on the Alai river. 

The roads on both sides of the dilapidated 
bridge, built during the pre-independence era, 

remains congested almost all throughout the 
day due to slow movement of traffic on it, said 
Abdul Karim from Ramnather Bhita village in 
Sadar upazila. 

Locals said the road between Gaibandha and 
Saghata was widened to 18 feet, but the state of 
the Badiakhali bridge remained the same. 

After it was declared unfit in 2007, the army 
made several urgent repairs on the bridge and it 
has remained open ever since.  

While speaking with this correspondent, 
Roads and Highways Department (RHD) 
Executive Engineer Asaduzzaman said the RHD 
has already completed tender process for the 
bridge with Tk 20 crore fund allocation and the 
construction work will begin in January.

With shrubs and bushes grown on both sides and declared unfit for traffic, Badiakhali bridge on the Alai 

river in Gaibandha Sadar upazila is still in operation. The photo was taken recently. 
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