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Probe body finds 
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In its report, the three-member probe body 
had said three officials at the Kathalbari 
Ferry Terminal in Madaripur may be 
blamed for delaying “Ferry Cumilla” that 
day -- Salam Hossain, Khokon Miah, and 
Firoz Alam, the report said. 

That report has already been submitted 
to the HC, during a hearing of the same writ 
petition filed by Advocate Md Jahir Uddin 
Limon, chairman of rights organisation 
Legal Support and People’s Rights, seeking 
Tk 3 crore compensation for Titash’s family.

Titash, a student of Kalia Pilot Secondary 
School in Narail, was critically injured in a 
motorbike accident in the district on July 24.

A day later, doctors of a local hospital 
referred him to Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital for an emergency surgery.

The family was taking him to Dhaka in an 

ambulance, which arrived at the Kathalbari 
Ferry Terminal around 8pm on July 25.

The ferry was already at the pontoon, but 
its gate was closed and it was not loading 
vehicles. Authorities said they were waiting 
for the arrival of Abdus Sabur Mondal,  
the head of Digital Service and Public 
Service Innovation Cluster and  E-Service 
Implementation Specialist of the Access to 
Information (a2i)  Programme at the Prime 
Minister’s Office. The ambulance was stuck 
on the pontoon and could not reverse or 
shift to another hospital because of the 
queue of vehicles in front of and behind it.

The ferry started loading vehicles at 
10:20pm when authorities learned that 
Sabur Mondal was nearby. Around 11pm, 
he arrived and the ferry started moving. 
Titash died on the ferry, his family said.

Khoka’s body arrives today
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from noon to 1pm for people from all 
walks of life to pay their last respects to 
the freedom fighter. The second janaza will 
be held at BNP’s Nayapaltan headquarters 
after Zohr prayers; while a third one will 
be held at Dhaka South City Corporation 
building premises. Khoka’s body will then 
be taken to his Gopibagh house, following 
which a fourth namaz-e-janaza will be held 
at Dhupkhola ground after Asr prayers.  

BNP joint secretary general Ruhul Kabir 
Rizvi said to mark the death of Khoka, 
black flags will be hoisted in party offices 
across the country, and party leaders and 
activists will wear black badges.

Meanwhile, DSCC declared a holiday 
today in honour of Khoka. All activities of 
the city corporation and its regional offices 
will remain closed on the day.

A janaza of Khoka was earlier held 
at Jamaica Muslim Center in New York, 
joined by a number of Bangladeshis.

Khoka breathed his last while 
undergoing treatment for cancer in New 
York earlier this week, after suffering from 
kidney cancer since 2014.

He is survived by his wife Ismat Ara, 
daughter Sarika Sadeque, sons Ishraque 
Hossain and Isfaque Hossain, and a host of 
relatives, followers and well-wishers.

What’s the death
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dengue patients were admitted to different hospitals across 
the country over 24 hours till 8am yesterday, of whom 119 
were outside Dhaka.

A total of 97,193 dengue patients were admitted to 
hospitals across the country this year, of whom 49,940 
were in Dhaka, according to the DGHS.

A total of 766 dengue patients are now undergoing 
treatment at different hospitals across the country of 
whom 457 are outside Dhaka.

Samrat charged 
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Enamul Haque Arman, former vice-president of the 
same unit, in Cumilla after raiding a house near Indian 
border.

He came under the spotlight after Rab busted his illegal 
casino business at different sporting clubs in Dhaka. He 
was expelled from the Jubo League following his arrest.

Samrat was then brought to the capital, and the elite 
force conducted operations at various establishments 
where the former Jubo League leader either lived or carried 
out political and business activities.

Rab also took Samrat to his political office in Kakrail 
where he had been reportedly staying since the crackdown 
began on September 18. 

Rab members at a press briefing said they had seized 
two torture devices, a pistol with five bullets, two hides of 
kangaroos, 1,160 pieces of yaba and 19 bottles of foreign 
liquor from there.

A Rab mobile court, led by Executive Magistrate Sarwoer 
Alam, sentenced Samrat to six months’ imprisonment for 
possessing wild animal hides and another six months for 
possessing illegal liquor.

Rab filed the two cases against him with Ramna Police 
Station the next day.

On September 24, the government imposed a travel ban 
on Samrat.  

On October 13, Samrat’s mother Sayera Khatun 
Chowdhury said her son was implicated in the cases due 
to personal and political vengeance.

On October 15, Samrat was placed on a 10-day remand 
in connection with the two cases -- one for possessing arms 
and ammunitions and the other for possessing drugs -- at 
his office. After completion of his remand, he was sent to 
jail.

Khandakar 
Babul no more
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Khandakar Babul 
Chowdhury, a freedom 
fighter of Kaderia Bahini, 
passed away at Tangail 
General Hospital yesterday 
at the age of 65. He had 
been suffering from cancer.

Babul, also a former 
member of national 
executive committee of 
BNP, left behind his wife 
and two sons to mourn his 
death.

His namaz-e-janaza 
will be held today on the 
premises of Bindu Basini 
Government Boys’ High 
School after Zohr prayers. 
He will then be buried at 
Tangail Central Graveyard.

Arrest 5, including 
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ACC filed the case with Motijheel Police Station on 
June 17, 2017 against the six accused on charge of 
misappropriating Tk 2.59 crore from National Bank in 
the name of the Sinfa Nitas Ltd company by making 
forged documents, Deputy Attorney General AKM Amin 
Uddin Manik told reporters.

ACC submitted charge sheet of the case to the trial court 
on June 24 last year, he added.

Advocate Abdul Matin Khasru appeared for 
Shahabuddin.

Their cries fell on govt’s 
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attack, he asked why action against him 
was not taken.

“Will the state promote such [land] 
grabbers? Will AL turn into a party of 
grabbers?” -- asked the academician.

If AL does not want to turn into a party of 
occupiers, it will have to ensure justice for 
the killing of the Santal men by bringing all 
the accused, including the lawmaker, under 
trial immediately, Mesbah added.

He also demanded constitutional 
recognition of ethnic minority communities.

He further urged the industries minister 
to listen to the grievances of the community, 
who are suffering due to the attack and the 
eviction, and take necessary steps to ensure 
their safety and livelihood.

Speaking at the event, Rabindranath 
Soren, president of Jatiya Adivasi Parishad, 

condemned dropping the names of 11 
prime accused, including AL leader Azad, 
and policemen from the charge sheet of the 
case filed over the attack.

“…When will the deaf government listen 
to our grievances? When will the indigenous 
people get justice?” Rabindranath asked.

He demanded that authorities concerned 
cancel the “farcical” charge sheet, press 
charges against the prime accused Azad 
and policemen, hand over the land to the 
rightful claimant, and withdraw the cases 
filed against them based on false allegations.

Shamsul Huda, executive director 
of Association for Land Reform and 
Development (ALRD); Sanjeeb Drong, 
general secretary of Bangladesh Adivasi 
Forum; and Ruhin Hossain Prince, a central 
leader of Communist Party of Bangladesh, 
also spoke at the programme.

Allow me a writer
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be equality of opportunity for all citizens in respect of 
employment or office in the service of the Republic”.

Also, according to Section 16 (jha) of Protibondhi 
Byaktir Adhikar O Surokkha Ain, 2013, the state shall 
ensure equal treatment of a person with disabilities in 
entering into government job, but his client has not been 
equally treated by BJSC, he added.

Advocate Dey said the HC may hear on the petition today.  

Army officer dies 
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him at Prempur Lambatila area around 11am, said police.
On information, police rushed to the spot, recovered his 

body and handed it over to his family. 
The human haulier driver fled with the vehicle.
In Lohagara, Md Hatim, 24, was killed after a covered 

van hit his motorbike at Battali area, said police.
Hatim was a student of Government Hazi Mohammad 

Mohsin College.
On information, police rushed to the spot, seized the 

van and recovered the body, bur the driver fled, they added.
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