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MoHAMMAD AL-MAsum MoLLA

Overall air quality status in Dhaka previously showed that
winter was the most polluted season. But according to a
study, things are changing in recent years.

Air pollution in the city reaches “unhealthy” level even
before the winter sets in, exposing its residents to health
risks.

Dhaka’s air remained unsuitable for breathing for
more than half of last year. The air quality remained
“very unhealthy” and “extremely unhealthy” for 197
days, according to an analysis of Air Quality Index data,
monitored by the Department of Environment under its
Clean Air and Sustainable Environment (CASE) project.

The duration of the “unhealthy” air level is increasing
day by day, it said.

According to the approved Air Quality Index (AQI) in
Bangladesh, an AQI range between 151-200 is categorised
as “unhealthy”, while the range between 301-500 is

classified as “extremely unhealthy”.

A study by environment researcher Atik Ahsan found
that the capital’s air quality category ranged between =y
“unhealthy” and “extremely unhealthy” for 165 days in
2014. The duration increased to 173 days in 2015, 185 days
in 2017 and 197 days in 2018.

“Roads in Dhaka remain unclean almost round the
year. Repair and maintenance of the roads by different
government agencies worsen the situation as there is
no proper management of the sites. It is alarming that
Dhaka'’s air quality never improves for a day in January and
February,” said Atik, a medical anthropologist and a former
senior research investigator of the International Centre for
Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh (icddr,b).

Experts blamed increasing number of construction
works, rise in the number of vehicles and worsening traffic
congestion for the decreasing air quality of Dhaka. The
operation of brick kilns around the capital in the winter in

full swing aggravates the situation.
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As thick smog envelops the area, a motorcyclist covers
his nose with one hand on the Dhaka-Mymensingh
highway near Cherag Ali Bazar in Tongi. Air quality in
the capital and its outskirts is becoming unhealthy
though the winter has yet to set in. The photo was
taken last week.

Small fine
for 1st time
offenders

DMP boss says on new
Road Transport Act

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

After the week-long public
awareness programme on
the new Road Transport
Act finishes, police will fine
small amounts to first-time
violators of traffic rules.

Dhaka Metropolitan
Police Commissioner
Shafiqul Islam made the
remarks while attending
a press briefing at DMP
Media Centre yesterday.

“We will inform them
[first-time  traffic  rules
violators] about different
sections of the new Road
Transport Act. We will
tell them that they can be
punished with a fine up to
Tk 25,000 in future,” he
said.

Strict rules and the fear of
being penalised with a hefty

amount would improve
discipline on roads, the
DMP chief hoped.
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ANTI-GRAFT AGITATION

Over hundred
students confine

JU VC for hours

JU CORRESPONDENT

Demonstrating students
kept Jahangirnagar
University Vice
Chancellor Prof Farzana
Islam confined to her
residence since yesterday
evening, demanding
her resignation over
allegations of corruption.

Over 100 students took position
in front of the VC's residence around
7:00pm and were continuing the
demonstration when this report was filed
early today.

“We have confined the VC to her
residence. We will stay here until she
resigns from the post,” said Mahathir
Mohammad, general secretary of JU
Samajtantrik Chhatra Front.

About 25 teachers joined the
agitating students soon after they started
demonstrating around 7:00pm.

WHY ARE JU STUDENTS
PROTESTING?

The agitated students of JU have been
demonstrating on the campus since
August 23, demanding the relocation of
three male students’ dormitories which
the authorities planned to construct near
the Rabindranath Hall, and judicial probe
into the allegations of corruption and
irregularities that took place before the
approval of these construction projects.

The students and teachers also
protested against the corruption by the
authorities and unplanned development
works, which would endanger
biodiversity on the campus.

Nuke DeaL witTH WORLD POWERS

Iran announces
new violations

It now operates twice as many advanced
centrifuges banned by the 2015 accord

Ap, Tehran

Iran yesterday announced its latest violations of the nuclear deal with world
powers, saying that it now operates twice as many advanced centrifuges
banned by the 2015 accord and is working on a prototype that’s 50 times
faster than those allowed by the deal.

The announcement came as the country marks the 40th anniversary of
the 1979 US Embassy takeover that started a 444-day hostage crisis.

By starting up these advanced centrifuges, Iran further cuts into the one
year that experts estimate Tehran would need to have enough material for
building a nuclear weapon — if it chose to pursue one.

The comments by Ali Akbar Salehi, the head of the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran, came ahead of an expected announcement by
Tehran of the new ways it would break the accord.

Already, Iran has broken through its stockpile and enrichment
limitations, trying to pressure Europe to offer it a new deal, more than a
year since President Donald Trump unilaterally withdrew America from
the accord.

Speaking to state TV, Salehi said Tehran is now operating 60 IR-6
advanced centrifuges — twice as many as before. Such a centrifuge, an
IR-6, can produce enriched uranium 10 times as fast as the first-generation
IR-1s allowed under the accord.

The nuclear deal limited Iran to using only 5,060 first-generation IR-1
centrifuges to enrich uranium by rapidly spinning uranium hexafluoride
gas.
Salehi also announced that scientists were working on a prototype he
called the IR-9, which worked 50-times faster than the IR-1.

Meanwhile, demonstrators gathered in front of the former US Embassy
in downtown Tehran yesterday as state television aired footage from other
cities across the country making the anniversary.

“Thanks to God, today the revolution’s seedlings have evolved into a
fruitful and huge tree that its shadow has covered the entire” Middle East,
said Gen. Abdolrahim Mousavi, the commander of the Iranian army.

However, this year's commemoration of the embassy seizure comes as
Iran’s regional allies in Iraq and Lebanon face widespread protests. The
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Washington and Beijing
traded tit-for-tat barbs over
the disputed South China
Sea at a regional summit

in Bangkok yesterday, with
the US accusing the fellow
superpower of intimidating
claimants in the resource-

;:\T"ﬂ‘&"‘ rich waterway.
: ('.m China hit back with a
anem cafErae g% (GG aEEe veiled criticism of the US,
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Sonagazi
OC filmed
Nusrat’s

statement

PBI official tells
tribunal

Court CORRESPONDENT

An inspector of Police
Bureau of Investigation
(PBI) yesterday told a
Dhaka tribunal that
suspended Sonagazi OC
Moazzem Hossain had
filmed the statement of
Feni madrasa student
Nusrat Jahan Rafi on his
mobile phone.
Mohammad Abdul Badi,
inspector of PBI's Digital
Forensic Department, in
a statement said he had
conducted forensic tests
on the two seized mobile
phones of OC Moazzem
and found that the official
himself recorded Nusrat’s
statement on his phone at
his office.
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Naimul Abrar

WE MOURN

Naimul Abrar, a ninth-grade student of Dhaka Residential Model
College, died after being electrocuted at the function being held on the
anniversary of Kishor Alo on November 01, 2019,

We are deeply grieved by his premature death in the unforeseen accident.
We sympathize with the deep grief of his family, classmates and close
friends. Deeply saddened by the incident, we are cancelling the program
at the Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel on 8th November 2019, in celebration
of the 21st anniversary of the Prothom Alo, Seventy-five Prothom Alo
Bondhushava events which were to be organized across the country are
also cancelled.

We seek salvation for the departed soul of Naimul Abrar.

We sincerely apologize to the guests for any inconvenience caused.

FeFCt oo fape

www.acs.gov.bd

TATARE RIGERT T

services.nidw.gov.bd
W

EDITOR & PUBLISHER : MAHFUZ ANAM. Printed by him from Transcraft Ltd, 229, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: 64-65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215,

Tel: 09610222222, 9144330 & 9117796, Fax: 58156306, GPO Box No: 3257, for Advertisement: 01711623910, e-mail: editor@thedailystar.net, reporting@thedailystar.net, advertisement@thedailystar.net



