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“In the absence of freedom of expression, our life will turn
into that of animals. We were not born in an independent

| Bangladesh to live like animals.”

S '"_-_._:g-,."_ SHAHDEEN MALIK AT A PROGRAMME AT THE JATIYA PRESS CLUB

“We have been playing together for a while. | think they [Mashrafe and Shakib] are great
=, leaders. Shakib has some amazing qualities and Mash hasheenagreatmtmtnt

T20 CAPTAIN MAHMUDULLAH RIYAD AT DELHI ABOUT HIS PREDECESSORS' LEADERSHIP QUALITIES
(PAGE 14)

“Without journalists able to do their jobs in safety, we face
the pmspect of a world of confusion and disinformation.”

UN SECRETARY-GENERAL ANTONIO GUTERRES ON SAFETY OF
JOURNALISTS (PAGE 8)

PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
This city
doesn’t care
about them

SOHEL PARVEZ

Workmg for
strong rural

€Ccononly
Says PM

UINB, Dhaka

Except on the weekends and public holidays, Mir Arshedul Karim leaves
his rented home in Mirpur for Dhaka University every morning, guided by
his trusted white cane.

He is an assistant librarian at the DU and a person with a visual
impairment.

His journey on the 10km route begins with a rickshaw ride. But the real
challenge starts once he joins others waiting for buses at the bus stop.

“Buses show little interest in picking me up. Sometimes I have to throw
myself into the crowd of passengers to get hold of handles of the bus
doors,” said Arshedul.

Once on the bus, he is faced with a new hurdle: finding a seat in the
speeding vehicle driven with hardly any care.

The law provides for designated seats in public transport for physically
challenged persons but those are only in name in most cases.

“Often I find non-disabled people sitting in the seats designated for us
and I am asked to find another seat,” he said.

Another big trouble is getting off the bus. Drivers stop vehicles in the
middle of busy roads, showing complete disregard for passengers’ lives.

“One day | was about to meet an accident just after the bus dropped me
in the middle of the road. A CNG-run three-wheeler ran over my feet,” said

Putting emphasis on
improving the lifestyle of
villagers, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina yesterday
said the government was
working to make the
country’s rural economy
stronger.

“We want to make the
rural economy stronger
so that people can earn
enough in their own
village and make the rural
economy more vibrant. We
are taking steps keeping
that in mind,” she said.

The PM was addressing
a function, marking the
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Guided by his white cane, Mir Arshedul Karim

43-year-old Arshedul, one of the 16 lakh people who have disabilities of 1 tries to find his way onto a bus at the capital’s 48th National Cooperatives
different kinds in the country. ¥ Shahbagh intersection on Thursday. With Day and distribution of
From homes to footpaths, public transports to educational institutions, . no ramp, he struggles, inset, to get off the the National Cooperatives

shopping malls to office buildings, almost everywhere the mobility of
Arshedul and other people with disabilities is obstructed.

Roads and footpaths are built and rebuilt. New buses are added to the
fleet of private and state-run Bangladesh Road Transport Corporation
quite frequently. New wagons are joining the railways. Eye-catching public
and private buildings are emerging, changing the skylines of cities,

Yet, for Arshedul and his peers, there is nothing to rejoice. Very few
infrastructures could be found in Dhaka and other cities that have been
developed taking into account the issue of accessibility  sgp pace 2 coL 3

pavement. Very few infrastructures in Dhaka and Award at the capital’s

oo S Bangabandhu International
other cities were developed taking into account Cntarancs Cantia

the accessibility for people with disabilities. Hasina said people in
rural areas would enjoy
facilities similar to those
provided in urban areas.

The government wants to
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING

swilares Recalling our four Speak up for

Bangladeshi %) CEMENT

Kingpin national heroes right to speak | =~

REUTERS, Sao Paulo Rights activists urge people Tigers set to

Brazilian federal police said On this day 44 years ago, they were shot dead S1AFF CORRESPONDENT battle smog
they h d Saifullah - I
MEHEEIEIES:E inal e ﬂﬁer brutﬂl bayongt chargg IHSIdQ ]all Freedom of speech is a fundamental human right and its and Il’ldia in

Bangladesh and considered absence turns a human life into an animal’s life, rights

by authorities one of activists said yesterday.

the world’s most prolific At a discussion on “Freedom of Speech Under Threat”, ﬁ]_'St TZOI
human traffickers. the speakers, who included lawyers and university teachers,

In an operation urged everyone to raise their voice in favour of freedom of
conducted on Thursday speech as it underpins the other rights and allows them to Bangladesh will have to
after collaboration with US flourish. battle both India and the
Immigration and Customs The right to speak freely plays a vital role in the healthy suffocating New Delhi
Enforcement (ICE), development of a society, they said at the discussion, smog when they take on
Brazilian police arrested organised by Moulik Adhikar Suraksha, a platform for | {he hosts in the first game

e\ SEVEN RINGS

ABDULLAH AL MEHDI

members of a grou . _ _ rights activists, in the capital’s Jatiya Press Club. )
allegedly impligcateg _— Syed Nazrul Islam was the Tajuddin Ahmad was the Captain M Mansur Ali was AHM Quamruzzaman was a g"Raise your voice t:::-insure frgednm oF sheech, Tk 3o Dfifhe th;fl:e Eatch 1_"2]{]]
large scheme of smugglin acting president of the Mujibnagar prime minister of the Mujibnagar the prime minister of the first key member of the Mujibnagar do not have the right to speak, you will not have any other series at the Arun Jaitley
& o : & Government and a cabinet Government and a member of the government under presidential Government, He resigned from the “ehis ™ eniifont st Shah deén WMalilcsaidwhile presidin :Stadlurn today. ThE_ match
people into the United member of the AL government cabinet after independence. One form in Bangladesh. He was the cabinet in 1974 and became the & he di ) P & | is scheduled to begin at
States. afterindependence. He played a of the founders of Chhatra League secretary general of BAKSAL and also president of the AL. He was the SEEL e LUSCUSSION. , .. | 7:00pm local time (7:30pm
Several arrests were pivotal role in the historic Six-point ~ and Awami Muslim Leaque, he was a key member of the Mujibnagar general secretary of the party in _ In thE_ absence of ff_ﬂfdﬂm of expression, our life BST).
made in Sao Paulo, where Movement and the 1969 Mass a leading figure in all nationalist Government. His role in Six-point 1970. will turn into that of animals. We were not born in an The AQI (Air Quality
Al-Mamun was living, and Upsurge. movements, including the 1952 Movement was remarkable. independent Bangladesh to live like animals.” Index) reached severe levels
in three other Brazilian Language Movement. He pointed out that one of the vital reasons behind the | ;, pelhi late on Thursday
cities. The police also froze Soviet Union’s fall was the absence of freedom of speech. night, leading to the Delhi
42 bank accounts it says . _ + Malik also said that in Bangladesh hurting or maligning | oqvernment orderin
were used by the group to ASHUTOSH SARKAR Muslemuddin  attached to the bloodbath that clalm:':d the _l_wes someone’s image was still a criminal offence, whereas in E{huﬂls to bl ose dgtil]
finance their activities. : 5o 3 > Eangabhab:an, entered the jail and of Bangabandhu Sheikh _ Muub‘ur most countries it has been a civil offence since the 1900s. | njovember 5. The Tigers
Wearing Khaki uniforms and carrying prutally killed four persons, says Rahman and most of his family Prof CR Ab f Dhaka Univers: &= ;
Al-Mamun entered S d SIRs Ifloadi e TOIELA0T ke ORIl a DIVEISItY | however, did not have the
Brazil six years ago el BUNS  ankk ok (seli-loading  the FIR filed over the killing of the members. international relations, said freedom of expression was the | Fral;
: : : ; : ‘ uxury of taking a break as
as a refugee, and was rifles), ﬁ"’l?_ army PETSU"“EI_ qrmred al  four national leaders -- Syed Nazrul The four, who led the Liberation | mother of all rights. i d ¢ thei 1
DM M SN the erstwhile Dhaka central jail around  fg]am, Tajuddin Ahmad, AHM War in 1971 after Bangabandhu's |  “wih o . | €y underwent their usua
living in Bras, a diverse e 2 R e ' ! _ ithout ensuring it, we cannot express ourselves | (,inino sessions yesterday
neighborhood in Sao Paulo | * dIm ON INOVEMDET 3, : Quamruzzaman and M Mansur Ali. detention by the Pakistan army, were SEE PAGE 10 COL 2 Th A e et
: S The five, including one who The leaders had been put behind shot dead following repeated bayonet EAHOp LI AL De LRE
that is home to immigrants | . 4. 1 himself Cattii : o UN CHIEF WARNS OF A WORLD OF CONFUSION, | only cloud in the
SEE PAGE 2 cOL 2 | mtroduce 1mse d5 aptain - hars soon after the August 15, 1975, charges in the jail. SEE PAGE 2 COL 3 DISINFORMATION -- PAGE 8 SEE PACE 10 COL 5
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