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Troyee pretended to catch a fish. As soon 
as the six-year-old put her hand against the 
wall of an aquarium it swam away.
Excited, the little one wanted to know 
about the aquatic creature. When 
she approached her mother Pushpita 
Chowdhury, the latter took her to an 
attendant next to the aquarium. The man 
directed the mother-daughter duo to an 
introduction on display.

It was a goldfish. Until then, Troyee had 
only heard of it from her schoolmates.

She learnt that goldfish is a freshwater 
fish. It is one of the most commonly kept 
aquarium fish. A relatively small member 
of the carp family, the goldfish is native to 
east Asia.

Troyee and her mother were visiting the 
recently opened ‘Aquarium Park’ near Jamal 
Khan Road in the port city.

Chattogram City Corporation (CCC) 

launched the park on October 15. The 
venue has three aquariums -- two 16ft in 
length and 6ft in width, another 4ft/6ft, 
according to CCC sources. 

Three people were entrusted with 
looking after the aquariums.

Meanwhile, Troyee ran to another 
aquarium which also got her excited. “My 
daughter is thrilled at the sight of these 
colourful fish,” said Pushpita.

Five-year-old Raisa visited the park with 
her father Amir Hossain. She got a chance 
to interact with children of her age.

All of them were running around, 
going over the display and learning 
about aquatic life in a fun environment 
-- together.

Amir Hossain said, “I’m happy to see my 
daughter having a good time here.” There is 
little scope for recreation for city dwellers, 
especially children, he said.

This is a good initiative, the father said, 
expressing gratitude to the authorities.

The park has been attracting port city 
dwellers since it opened its doors. One of 
the caretakers said on average, 500 people 
are visiting the venue every day.

Around 300 fishes of 50 species are 
kept in the aquariums. The fishes include 
goldfish, angelfish, flowerhorn fish and 
Asian arowana, said the caretakers.

Shaibal Das Suman, councillor of 
ward-21 (Jamal Khan), said visitors can 
learn more about aquarium fishes in an 
enjoyable ambiance.

“Students from 14 schools in Jamal 
Khan area are visiting the aquarium park,” 
he said. People from outside the city have 
started coming here too, he added.

The park has been set up at a cost of Tk 
25 lakh. People have free access to it from 
10am-10pm every day, CCC sources said.

LEARNING ABOUT AQUATIC 
LIFE IN A FUN ENVIRONMENT

FUN WITH FISH… transfixed by so many aquatic friends, children peer 

through the glass of a tank set up beside Jamal Khan Road in port city.
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JU files case against 50 
students
Authorities allege they attacked assistant proctor
JU CORRESPONDENT

A case was filed against at least 50 
“unnamed” students of Jahangirnagar 
University on Friday night for allegedly 
attacking an assistant proctor on campus 
during the strike, demanding removal of 
Vice Chancellor Farzana Islam from her 
post.

On behalf of the university 
administration, JU Chief Security Officer 
Sudipto Shaheen filed the case with Ashulia 
Police Station. 

The university filed the case after 
protesters raised allegation against JU 
Assistant Proctor Mohibur Rouf Shaibal, 
saying he along with some students, 
assaulted two of the protesters during the 
strike on Wednesday. 

The two protesters are Nazir Amin 
Chowdhury Joy, president of JU Student 
Union, and Camelia Sharmin Chura. They 
also submitted written complaints to the 
university proctor seeking justice.

The protesters termed the case against 
them “deceptive and fabricated”.

Professor Rayhan Rhyne, convener of 
Jahangirnagar Against Corruption said, 
“We have seen the CCTV footage of the 

incident and we found the reality to be 
contradictory with what the authority has 
said in the case.”

“The university administration is just 
trying to harass us [protesters] through this 
case. We must resist this. We will continue 
our protest,” he added during a press 
briefing on campus.

Meanwhile, JU teachers yesterday sought 
intervention of the president, also the 
chancellor of the university, to resolve the 
ongoing crisis as students are observing an 
indefinite strike, demanding resignation of  
the VC for her alleged involvement in graft.

They issued a notice in this regard, which 
was signed by President of JU Teachers’ 
Association Dr Ajit Kumar Majumder and 
Secretary Prof Md Sohel Rana.

“The teachers’ association is aggrieved by 
the ongoing crisis,” the notice said. ‘’We’ve 
taken a decision to seek intervention of 
the chancellor to improve the situation,” it 
added.

A section of teachers and students have 
been staging demonstration on the campus 
demanding VC’s removal since September 
18, while the all-out strike began on 
October 28.

Jamaat leader held 
in port city
STAR REPORT

Police yesterday arrested a Jamaat-e-Islami leader and 
activist during separate raids in port city.

The arrestees are Abul Mansur, 50, Bakalia Police 
Station unit ameer of Jamaat-e-Islami, and Nasar Ullah, 
40, a Jamaat activist, according to law enforcers.

Mansur was arrested from his residence in Kalamiah 
Bazar, said Nezam Uddin, officer-in-charge of Bakalia 
Police Station. 

During another drive, law enforcers arrested Nasar from 
Rasul Bagh area, said the OC.

Both Mansur and Nasar were accused in five cases filed 
with the police station over vandalising several vehicles, he 
added.

MAN ARRESTED WITH FIREARM

Police arrested a man in possession of a makeshift gun 
from the port city’s Patenga area yesterday morning.

The arrestee was identified as Mohammad Mobarak, 19, 
said police.

Assistant Commissioner (AC, Karnaphuli Zone) of 
Chattogram Metropolitan Police Yasir Arafat said acting 
on a tip-off, police arrested Mobarak from the area around 
11am. They also seized the gun and a bullet after frisking 
him.

Police were interrogating him to get information about 
the firearm, and a case was lodged with Patenga Police 
Station in this connection, said the AC. 

Christians light candles at the graves of their near and dear ones at the Cathedral Catholic Church graveyard in port city’s Patharghata area. 

Catholics across the country observed All Souls Day yesterday, praying for salvation of the souls of their dearly departed.
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Case filed 
against 
Showkat Aziz 
Russell
Police seize yaba, bullets, 
alcohol from SUV
OUR CORRESPONDENT, N’ganj

Police early yesterday 
arrested a man and seized 
1,200 pieces of yaba pills, 
28 rounds of bullets, 24 
bottles of foreign alcohol, 
48 cans of beer, and Tk 
22,000 from a vehicle 
in Signboard area under 
Siddhirganj Police Station.

The arrestee was 
identified as Md Sumon 
(29), driver of the SUV, 
said law enforcers.

Police claimed, after 
being arrested, the driver 
said the SUV is owned 
by Showkat Aziz Russell, 
chairman and managing 
director of Amber Group. 

Muhammad Harun Or 
Rashid, superintendent 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

NOAKHALI SCIENCE AND TECH UNIVERSITY

Free accommodation 
and meals for 
admission seekers
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Noakhali

Public representatives of Noakhali and Red Crescent have 
provided free accommodation and meals for two days for 
over one lakh people who visited the town for admission 
test of Noakhali Science and Technology University.

“It’s a good instance of social responsibility,” said Ali 
Ahmad, guardian of an examinee. They boarded in a local 
madrasa.

About 68,000 admission seekers accompanied by their 
family members began to gather in Noakhali town since 
Thursday afternoon.

To ease the accommodation crisis, Noakhali Sadar Upazila 
Chairman AKM Samsuddin Jehan, Noakhali Municipality 
Mayor Shohid Ullah Khan Sohel, and Red Crescent have 
opened up schools, colleges, madrasas, mosques, residential 
hotels and government offices for people.

Local lawmaker Ekramul Karim Chowdhury facilitated 
100 buses and 60,000 bottles of mineral water for the 
visitors. Besides, 200 motorcyclists helped admission 
seekers reach exam halls.

Contacted, Noakhali Municipality Mayor Shohid said 
they have taken the initiative on humanitarian grounds, as 
accommodation and food crisis deepens during admission 
test period.
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