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Youths brainstorm climate
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“Young people should raise their concerns to policymakers. 
I urge them to use fresh ideas which the previous generation 
could not implement,” said Khurshid Alam, assistant 
resident representative of UNDP Bangladesh, “We should 
work together for a better planet and ensure sustainable 
consumption.”

Waseqa Ayesha Khan, member of parliament; Dr 
Saleemul Haque, director of International Centre for 
Climate Change and Development at Independent 
University Bangladesh, and Professor Rahim B Talukdar, 
advisor at Centre for Entrepreneurship Development also 
spoke at the event.

At the closing ceremony, Dhaka North City Corporation 
Mayor Atiqul Islam awarded the three winning teams a 
total of Tk 25,000 each. 

Shamim Ehsanul Haque, assistant professor at BracU; 
Momin U Islam, CEO and managing director of IPDC 
Finance were also present, while MP Nahim Razzaq was 
the youth ambassador for the event.
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Earlier, Local Government Division 
removed ward-9 councillor AKM Mominul 
Haque Sayeed from his post on October 17, 
allegedly for his absence in board meetings 
and travelling abroad without permission 
from the ministry.

Sayeed is also the joint secretary of 
Dhaka City South Jubo League, youth front 
of ruling Awami League. He is allegedly 
involved in casino business.

The name of Sayeed came to light after 
the drive against casino business started in 
Dhaka. 

Sayeed allegedly used to run an illegal 
casino at Wanderer’s Club in the capital. He 
fled the country following a crackdown on 
the illegal casino business.

The councillor was found guilty under 
Section 13 (1) of the Local Government 

(City Corporation) Act 2009, and 
suspended under the Section 13 (2), the 
order says.

According to the order, Sayeed was 
absent in 13 meetings out of 18 of DSCC 
and currently, he is abroad without the 
permission of the local government, rural 
development and cooperatives ministry.

However, 35 councillors who were also 
absent in board meetings of both the city 
corporations of Dhaka are still holding 
their posts. As per rules, councillors of two 
city corporations have to attend the board 
meetings. 

According to article 13 of the Local 
Government Act (City Corporation Act) 
2009, if mayors or councillors remain 
absent at three consecutive monthly 
meetings without any appropriate reason, 
they will be removed from their position.

Khaleda may not recover
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corruption case later the same year, though her party claims 
both cases are politically motivated.

The BNP chief has been receiving treatment at 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University (BSMMU) 
since April 1 this year.

BNP has since been claiming that the health condition 
of their party chief has deteriorated alarmingly and called 
upon party men to take to the streets to demand her release. 

Khaleda Zia’s elder sister Selima Islam on Friday met 
her at BSMMU and told reporters that the family members 
want to take her (Khaleda) abroad on bail as she urgently 
needs better treatment.

“Khaleda Zia was in better condition when she was 
taken to BSMMU for treatment. But now she cannot even 
get up from bed or walk on her own,” he said, adding that 
Khaleda Zia will not receive proper treatment at BSMMU.

Earlier on October 1, BNP lawmakers including Harunur 
Rashid, Ukil Abdus Sattar and Aminul Islam met Khaleda 
Zia at BSMMU and expressed their party chief’s willingness 
to go abroad for better treatment if she gets bail.
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2,730 new non-government educational 
institutions from across the country 
under the MPO scheme, under which the 
government pays basic salary of teachers, as 
well as some monthly allowances from the 
public fund.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina revealed 
the names of the new institutions, that 
include 1,651 schools and colleges, 
557 madrasas, and 522 technical and 
vocational institutions. The decision will 
take retrospective effect from July this year.

According to the new list, 439 are 

junior secondary  schools (Class VI-VIII), 
995 secondary schools (VI-X), 68 higher 
secondary schools, 93 colleges (XI-XII), 
and 56 degree colleges (XIII-XV). 

Among the madrasas are 357 Dakhil, 
128 Alim, 42 Fazil and 29 Kamil-level 
institutions.

In 2010, when the last inclusion to MPO 
was made, some 1,624 institutions were 
brought under the scheme. 

Up till now, more than 4.5 lakh teachers 
and employees of 26,340 educational 
institutions have been enjoying MPO 
benefits.

We made
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road transport act, 
which was passed by the 
government in September 
last year following student 
protests for safe roads.

Since then, transport 
workers and owners 
protested some provisions 
of the act, and tried to 
convince authorities to 
make an amendment.

Meanwhile, frustration 
grew among the road safety 
campaigners as the act was 
yet to be implemented.

Wrongdoers beware
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are involved with those clubs, he added.
BNP leader Lokman was arrested for links to a casino 

inside a sporting club, he said, adding, “Why BNP is not 
talking about that? BNP leaders are trying to hold Jubo 
League responsible... Organisational actions have been 
taken against those [Jubo League leaders] found involved.”  

Hanif said the organisational state of Chattogram south 
unit of AL does not seem good as councils of Banshkhali 
and Chandanaish units were not held in many years.

AL publicity secretary and Information Minister Hasan 
Mahmud; AL presidium member Mosharraf Hossain; city 
Mayor AJM Nasir Uddin and AL Chattogram divisional 
organising secretary Enamul Haque Shamim, among 
others, spoke at the event chaired by AL Chattogram north 
district unit president Moslem Uddin Ahmed.  

Authorities asked to pay
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The HC bench of Justice M Enayetur Rahim and Justice 
Md Mostafizur Rahman came up with the order and rule 
following a writ petition filed by Ain o Shalish Kendra 
(ASK) and Jaima’s father Md Jamal Gazi.  

Advocate Anisul Hasan, a lawyer for petitioners, told 
The Daily Star that Jaima got seriously wounded after the 
launch hit her on December 29, 2017. She was six years 
old at the time.

The authorities failed to take necessary steps to 
punish the perpetrators, he said, adding that Jaima is still 
undergoing treatment. The lawyer said Jaima’s father, a 
rickshaw-puller, cannot afford her treatment expenses.

Jamal filed a criminal case with South Keraniganj Police 
Station in February 2018, but no action was taken in 
this regard, said Advocate Hasan. The accused reportedly 
threatened Jamal to withdraw the case, he added.

ASK and Jaima’s father filed the petition on October 24 
that year, seeking HC directives on authorities to give Tk 50 
lakh to Jaima as compensation and treatment cost.

Deputy Attorney General Tushar Kanti Roy represented 
the state.  

In search
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this award will also receive 
a cash prize equivalent to 
10,000 US dollars.

The winner must fulfill 
the following criteria: 
exceptional personal 
courage, outstanding 
initiative to help other 
human beings, highest 
standards of moral and 
ethical values, and a citizen 
of Bangladesh below the 
age of 35.

One can nominate 
candidates for the award 
by sending details through 
email at courageaward@
faraazhossain.com. Further 
details are available on 
faraazhossain.com.
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The latest draft also excluded definitions 
of some critical concepts like poisonous 
elements in air, approved fuel, risky 
effluents, bad odour and pollution control 
machine, she said. 

Saber Hossain Chowdhury, chairman 
of standing committee on the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 
said people have to be familiarised with the 
proposed clean air law. 

Its language has to be unambiguous, he 
added.

Ziaul Huq, director of DoE, underscored 
the need for an air quality control authority 

and empowerment of the department. 
The clean air law has to have adequate 

provisions for easily exactable financial 
penalty on the polluters, opined Zakir 
Hossain Khan, senior programme manager 
of TIB. 

Dr AKM Rafique Ahammed, director 
general of Department of Environment, 
said they have a plan to draw detailed 
provisions in the rules after the law is 
enacted.      

Lawmakers Md Zafar Alam from 
Mymensingh, and Md Rezaul Karim Bablu 
from Bogura, among others, also spoke at 
the event. 

45 recognised for reports
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the entries. Speaking at the ceremony, Unicef Bangladesh 
representative Tomoo Hozumi said, “Media plays a critical 
role in development of any society. It highlights progresses, 
but at the same time, points out newly-emerging 
challenges.”

Unicef Bangladesh Goodwill Ambassadors Arifa Zaman 
Moushumi, Jewel Aich and ace cricketer Shakib Al Hasan 
were present and handed over crests to the winners.

DSCC show-causes

Green activists demand
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accidents in two districts during the last 
two days, our correspondent and a news 
agency report.

In Faridpur, shopkeeper Sunil Roy, 70, 
was killed after a pick-up ran him over 
on Majkandi-Bhatiapara road in Boalmari 
upazila around 6am yesterday, said police, 
quoting locals.

The accident took place when Sunil 
was returning home by his bicycle, after 
attending a cremation of his relative.

The pick-up driver fled the scene with 
the vehicle.

Locals rushed critically injured Sunil to 
the upazila health complex where an on-
duty doctor declared him dead, they added.

In Sirajganj, an unidentified man, aged 
about 40, was killed on the spot after a truck 
hit his bicycle at Hatikumrul roundabout in 
Ullapara upazila around 9pm on Saturday, 
said police.

Police seized the truck but its driver and 
helper managed to flee.

Legal action if edu institutes

Khagrachhari accident

BEATING MAN TO DEATH

SI among 2 remanded
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A Chattogram court yesterday placed a suspended sub-
inspector (SI) of police and his brother-in-law on two-day 
remand, in a case filed over beating a ship-breaking yard 
worker to death over allegation of cellphone theft last 
Monday in Sitakunda upazila of Chattogram.

The court of Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate Robiul 
Islam passed the remand order for SI Iqbal Parvej Raihan 
and his brother-in-law Mizan Uddin, after hearing a seven-
day remand prayer from Sitakunda Police Station, said 
Court Inspector Subrata Banarjee.

Ejahar Mia (26), son of Mofizur Rahman was assaulted 
by the duo at Bhatiyari union of Sitakunda upazila on 
Monday night. 

He later succumbed to his injuries on the way to the 
hospital after the accused released him. 

Police later arrested Iqbal and his relative in this 
connection, and a case was lodged.

SI Iqbal had been recently transferred to Range Reserve 
Police of Chattogram district from Guimara Police Station 
of Khagrachari district. He was suspended after being 
arrested, said police sources.
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