i — i 5/ - i i i e = ] —— — 2.1_.-“__ i 1 = n o =1 =F = =
S | > ] = - i -i' P i 1 ﬁ" i / i [ 1 i I [ i } .a%iﬂr
- i = - I'\"":-\., o8 4] ¥ ] Y "y L
. ] =y | | i L L | I 1Y r..‘ L i I
e '?".\ 1 i I o I -"': - ol i | i | ks M | '; | il
- =r . L = 5 1 - _ L - e 5] - i :. ; | | 1 b - 4l
- Aty 1 ! ::ﬁ L i s | r " % Y 1 -"-; ' | : i | ] :
L ] B 1 o | | x e B 1ih | ) . s y N 1 )
L . 4 " i f ..,5 o " 1 L I ! " { i ! 5
(] .I;i g 2 ::I: r .'I 'f I: 1 R : ':. | -:r "-L | N 1 | !1 &
- ) 1 ! | i : . L |: 1 - 1 | o [ ¥ 1 L -
i : 1 | ' : | | F | N | 1 4 A ¥ . L I 4 1] F
' i . L I b | - i ] if - . 1 - v I B | | ) ’ -
j = o | . ‘ | . P A . o 1 W | B . A . i 26 OCTOBER SATURDAY 2019
! 1 s - ; - — | | | [ [ i I ) ¥
I - .II|_ i | [ L ,:‘ I _— __-r_r I I;I | Gl | | i b L | | | I_| | (1 l:': | ! h I "
| i - A i | 1 . | i i§
| I; ¥ ] - F..r\-"' | | r ] | II | B ¥ i % i \ .'I | | | :. J I| b =||
¥ [k f. . v |
i 1] L . .'-" L I ? - '? | i i | M : | ¥l 1 |
| | ' | ] I | | : - ' ! o | | y - ,. "
A '_" | I L : . | I ! | N | T & ::I;q. |I i -I
S | - r \ i h ; . _ | | S VI . 1 N
4 <4 : 4 i L | " : 1 | ! ! 1] il |
= . % !II | : | I I ,‘a 1;"'\-'\-\. <5 '|I \ 5 | | L |;. '|I | L] | I 1 |
_ y y | | L L - 3 | : ! % E A A | - -
' l ! , i W j 1 [
= oA I ':n.l -'tJl, | l ‘E:.“_ :.|:' II :::_l: I | : .::JI i I'-
g I "_'-'\. o - - | - ! -".- L =

Minar Rahman has been a popular face in the music industry ever since his career started back in 2008. Since then, he has
gone to do many popular songs, like Ami Tomar Kache Jabo’ and ‘Shada Ronger Sopno’. Aside from music, he has drawn
many cartoons and has even published a novel. In this interview with Rafi Hossain, he talks about how music has changed
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over the course of time and how he has managed to balance working on music, cartoons and writing.

| COVER STORY

Rafi Hossain: Minar, for how long have you
been involved in the music industry?

Minar: Many do listen to the original, but as
people are more exposed to many different
kinds of music now, their musical tastes have
changed. As a result, they enjoy the modern

the audience members will sing the rest.

Rafi: How do the songs that you made when you
started your career differ from the songs that you

Rafi: Tell us about your upcoming projects.
Minar: I recently shot a music video for one
of my new songs, Ami Tomar Kache Jabo,
which I plan to release very soon. I plan to

simply sit in front of the keyboard or piano
and it comes to me naturally.

Rafi: Did you learn singing during your
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and write short stories. When | was young,

I would read a lot of books. So, I decided to
pursue writing. I plan on writing more in the
future. Right now, however, I am focused on
music as that is what is demanded more. |
already have a lot of unreleased tracks, so I
will be continuing music for the time-being.

Rafi: Which genre do you think your music falls
under?

Minar: I would say that my music is a
fusion of Western and modern Bangladeshi
music.

Rafi: What kind of music do you think the new
generation is more interested in?

Minar: From what I have seen, majority

of the people who listen to my songs are
students. Whenever | do concerts, | see many
teenagers in the crowd. My music is mainly
targeted at people who go to schools or
universities. The new generation can listen
to any song from any country in the world
through YouTube. They might not listen

to Bangla songs as their musical tastes are
adapting to the sounds of songs from many
different countries. Still, there are many who
listen to Bangladeshi songs, particularly
people from my age-group. A lot of them
listen to Rabindra Sangeet with modern
musical arrangements added to them.

Rafi: Why do people lean towards the modern
musical arrangements, instead of listening to the
original?

in recent years due to the increase of people
using smartphones. I feel that a music video
is necessary to promote a song, but if a
song is good, it can still gain a lot of views.
[ don't believe that a good song needs a
music video to gain popularity. I only made
lyrical videos for some songs, but they still
received appreciation and are still popular.
There are many songs which have high
budget music videos, but are sub-par on
their own. They may become popular for a
short time, but they will fade into obscurity
soon.

Rafi: Would you like to expand your fan-base to
age-groups other than young people?

Minar: I think that people of all ages listen
to my music, but majority of the fan-base
consists of young people. Some fans even
record their children singing my songs and
send those recordings to me. There are a few
songs that people from all age groups enjoy
listening to.

Rafi: While making a song, do you sometimes
want to change the musical style to target a
different group of audience?

Minar: When | make a song, everything
happens naturally. I am maturing with time,
and with maturity, my lyrics and musical
style are also changing. The lyrics I write now
are of more mature topics as [ want to tread
into unfamiliar territory. I don't start writing
a song thinking about a specific topic; I

Rafi: Since you work in three different media
which require a lot of hard work, do you put
equal effort towards all three?

Minar: | don't routinely work with each
medium, but when I put my head to
something, I give it my complete focus.
When I wrote Rudra Ebong Ekti Grand Piano, 1
didn't work on anything else. For one whole
month, I stayed focused and wrote it. I
don’t like multitasking as it leads to creating
projects that I'm not happy with.

Rafi: Is there any other medium you would like
to step foot in?

Minar: In the future, I hope to direct a
fiction drama or short-film. Before doing
that, I need to learn a lot about it and also
gather experience. [ will be doing music

and publishing a novel each year, but I'm
not sure if I'll add direction to that. I also
have a deep love for drawing cartoons, and

[ think that if | wasn't doing music, [ would
probably be largely involved with cartoons.

Rafi: Do you have any parting message for the
readers?

Minar: People have the ability to access songs
from all over the world through their phones,
so we're trying to take Bangladeshi songs to

a level where people start to listen to them
more. | hope all of you will bear with us and
keep on listening to Bangla songs.
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