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27 birds released 
from Rajshahi zoo
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Rajshahi City Corporation has started releasing birds from its botanical 
garden and zoo for their proper conservation.

Initially, the city Mayor AHM Khairuzzaman Liton released seven black 
kites (Bhubon Chil), and 20 Black-crowned Night Herons (Nishi Bok) at 
a function held in the zoo on Wednesday.

At least 200 more birds of Shaheed AHM Kamruzzaman Central Park & 
Zoo will be released in nature within the next week if the weather is good, 
the mayor said.

The mayor said the zoo has around 400 birds of 23 species, some of 
who are decreasing in number in nature.

The zoo had a total of eight black kites – all of who were either rescued 
after being captured, or donated by individuals over the years, said the 
zoo’s veterinary surgeon Farhad Uddin.

He explained that black kites are habituated to fly at a certain height, 
and they could not breed in captivity at the zoo. 

“Considering the situation, we decided to release them and help 
them breed in nature,” he said, adding that they kept one black kite 
as it is ill.

He said three species of herons have bred abundantly in the zoo. 
They would release most of the herons, keeping a few for further 

breeding, he said.

Road accidents kill 
4, injure 25
STAR REPORT

Four people were killed and 25 
injured in road accidents in two 
districts yesterday, according to 
reports from our correspondent 
and a news agency.

In Narayanganj, two people 
were killed instantly and at least 
20 injured after a bus plunged 
into a roadside ditch in Araihazar 
around 6pm, reports our local 
correspondent.

The deceased are Noor Alam 
(30) and Shahidul Haque (55).

Quoting witnesses, Mozaffar 
Hossain, officer-in-charge of 
Kanchpur Highway Police Station, 
said when the bus of Meghaloy 
Paribahan reached the upazila’s 
Purinda area, the driver lost control 
over the vehicle and plunged into 
the ditch.

Locals rescued the injured and 
took them to different hospitals. 
Bodies of the deceased were sent 
to Narayanganj General Hospital 
morgue for autopsy.

BSS reports, two people were 
killed on the spot after a bus and 
truck collided at Sholagari Point in 
Pirganj upazila in Rangpur around 
4:30am, said police.

The deceased are Yakub Ali 
(20), helper of the truck, and cattle 
trader Hannan Mian (33). Five 
passengers of the bus sustained 
minor injuries and went home 
after receiving first-aid at the 
upazila health complex.

On information, police rushed 
to the spot, seized the vehicles, 
recovered the bodies and took them 
to Pirganj Police Station.

Hannan’s brother filed a case 
with the police station.

Simulators for 
train drivers 
launched
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

For the first time in its history, Bangladesh 
Railway (BR) has introduced a locomotive 
simulator to train entry-level loco masters.

Railways Minister Nurul Islam Sujan 
inaugurated the simulators at Kamalapur 
Railway Station around 11:30am 
yesterday.

After the inauguration, the minister 
along with top officials of the ministry 
visited the building where the simulators 
have been installed. 

The minister said, “We are working to 
improve our infrastructure.” At present, 
railway caters less than 10 percent of 
total transportation in the country. They 
are trying to take it to 30-40 percent, he 
added.

These custom-made high-tech 
simulators will run on virtual tracks. In 
the first phase, 300km parts of the Dhaka-
Chattogram and Dhaka-Khulna routes 
have been digitised and are being used in 
the simulator, said Project Director Nur 
Ahmed Hossain.

Among others, Md Shamsuzzaman, 
director general of BR; and Spanish 
Ambassador Alvaro de Salas also spoke.    

PM in Baku for 
NAM Summit
UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina arrived in Baku 
yesterday on a four-day 
official visit to Azerbaijan 
to attend the 18th Summit 
of the Non-Aligned 
Movement (NAM).

The two-day summit 
of NAM, a forum of 120 
developing countries, will 
be held at Baku Congress 
Centre in the Azerbaijan 
capital of Baku on October 
25-26.

A special flight of 
Biman Bangladesh Airlines 
carrying the prime minister 
and her entourage took 
off from Hazrat Shahjalal 
International Airport for 
Baku at 4pm.

Liberation War Affairs 
Minister AKM Mozammel 
Haque, Road Transport and 
Bridges Minister Obaidul 
Quader, State Minister 
for Civil Aviation and 
Tourism Md Mahbub Ali, 
Chief Whip Noor-E-Alam 
Chowdhury, the cabinet 
secretary, prime minister’s 
principal secretary, chiefs of 
the three services and dean 
of diplomatic corps, among 
others, saw the prime 
minister off at the airport.
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Decentralise dev for 
climate resilience
Say speakers at conference
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Unless towns and cities across the country are made 
migrant-friendly and climate resilient, the capital city will 
face continued pressure to tackle the rush of internally 
displaced people, speakers at the concluding session of 
a three-day climate conference in Dhaka said yesterday.

Like elsewhere in the world, climate change is displacing 
people, resulting in growing pressure on cities across the 
country.

For this reason, speakers stressed for planned action to 
make towns and cities more accessible and affordable for 
the poor.

International Centre for Climate Change and 
Development; Independent University, Bangladesh; and 
Asian Cities Climate Change Resilience Network jointly 
organised the programme titled “National Conference 
on Urban Resilience to Climate Change” at the capital’s 
Institute of Architects Bangladesh.

Five climate activists were awarded at the conference for 
their outstanding work to tackle and mitigate the impacts 
of climate change.

The awardees are Zannatul Ferdous, mayor of Singra 
municipality in Manikganj; Hasina Mushrofa, programme 
head of Brac’s urban development project; Ahsan Rony, 
founder and president of Green Savers; Khalid Hossain, 
programme manager of Oxfam; and Shafiqul Islam, 
assistant engineer of Shariatpur municipality.

Speaking as chief guest, Habibun Nahar, deputy 
minister of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change, said, “Dhaka-centric development 
will lead to massive economic disparities and a range of 
environmental and social hazards. So urban development 
and resource allocation needs to be distributed suitably 
across the country.”
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ACC introduces ‘idea box’
People can now share opinions, suggestions 
with the graft watchdog
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

In a bid to expedite trial and ensure punishment for the corrupt, Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC) has introduced an “idea box” where 
people from all walks of life can share opinions and suggestions over the 
matter.

ACC took the decision of seeking public opinion about its ongoing 
activities to make its anti-corruption endeavours more successful, said ACC 
Public Relations Officer Pranab Kumar Bhattacharya.

The commission took the decision at a recent meeting, the public 
relations officer added. 

Pranab said ACC has prepared a diagram with four categories: 
current activities, implementation process, areas of improvement and 
recommendations.

“It will be found on ACC’s Facebook page. We’ll also make it public 
through newspaper advertisement,” he said. 

People can also share their opinions through mail, e-mail and their 
hotline 106, he added.

Meanwhile, ACC Chairman Iqbal Mahmood yesterday said the 
commission is working to get rid of public harassment and irregularities in 
government services and bring a systematic change in this regard.

He also said the government is conducting multidimensional activities 
under its social safety net programme for the development of rural people. 
“It is unfortunate that in many cases corruption mars those activities,” said 
the ACC chairman.

The ACC chief was speaking at a meeting with Danilo Rizzi, programme 
officer of regional section for South Asia, East Asia and Pacific Division of 
the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, at ACC headquarters in Segunbagicha.

Danilo praised ACC’s role in fighting corruption.  
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