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With many lighting fixtures missing from many lamp posts and several of the posts degenerating, the Patuakhali bridge has been without any
lights for the past fourteen years. The photo was taken on Monday.

No lights for 14 years!
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Lightings on Patuakhali bridge, on way to Kuakata sea beach and Payra sea
port, went out of order only six months after the bridge opened in 2005

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Patuakhali bridge on the river Patuakhali is
crucial for communications with Payra sea
port, several ongoing power plants in the
region, district headquarters of Patuakhali and
Barishal, and Kuakata sea beach.

But unfortunately, the authorities turned a
blind eye to the safety of this key installation
as well as that of the general public although
all 84 street lamps on it had been out of order
since 2005, only six months after the bridge was
inaugurated.

The foundation stone of Patuakhali bridge
was laid on July 8, 2000 by then prime minister
Sheikh Hasina and it was inaugurated on
November 29, 2005 by Khaleda Zia, the then
prime minister.

Roads and Highways Department (RHD)
spent Tk 40 lakh to install the lighting fixtures
along with lamp posts on the 485.20-metre-
long bridge. Total cost to construct the bridge
was Tk 27.17 crore.

Many drivers and transport workers
frequenting the Patuakhali-Barishal highway
said curves on both ramps of the bridge, with

a width of only 10 metres, are quite difficult to
manoeuvre even in daytime.

At night, soon after passing a curve, it
becomes extremely difficult for the drivers to
locate and cross the unlit bridge, they also said.

During a visit to the bridge recently, this
correspondent came across many lamp posts
that were missing lighting fxtures while
several of the lamp posts were on the verge of
degeneration -- a sign of negligence and a lack
of maintenance.

Salim Mia, a driver of bus service ‘Roudhro-
Turjo’, operating on Patuakhali-Kuakata road,
said, “Driving on the bridge at night is really
hazardous as we can barely see its outline
without any street lamps.”

Accidents often take place on the curves on
way to the bridge, said a driver of ‘Mayer Doa’
bus service on the same route.

The authorities need to install lightings on
the bridge urgently as lots of tourists travel
on this road to get to Kuakata beach, he said,
adding that due to poor visibility on the bridge
at night, a bus collided head-on with a battery-
run rickshaw several years ago, resulting in

deaths of a woman and her two children.

The bridge has been seeing a rise in number
of travellers not only for the Kuakata beach,
but also for a good number of significant
ongoing development projects including Payra
sea port and several power plants, said Reaz
Mridha, owner of a number of buses and a
former president of Patuakhali bus owners'
association,

He said number of travellers on the road
will increase further and lightings on the bridge
should be installed as early as possible, taking
everyone's safety into consideration.

Like three other bridges on the road
between Kalapara and Kuakata, solar lightings
could be a good option for this bridge also,
Reaz added.

Contacted, Jahidul Islam, sub-assistant
engineer of RHD in Patuakhali, said, a non-
government organisation was supposed to
install lightings on the bridge a couple of years
ago, but they backed out.

The bridge is an important one and they
were giving serious consideration to resolving
the matter, he also said.

Our CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

After staying in jail for 27 days, innocent
college student Babul Hossain Noyon got
bail from a Tangail court yesterday.

He was falsely implicated in the case
for abduction and rape of a fifth grader
girl of Protima Bonki village in Sakhipur
upazila, said Sub-Inspector Mohammad
Asaduzzaman, investigation officer (10) of
the case.

Judicial Magistrate Akramul Islam in
Tangail granted the bail after Noyon's
lawyer Selim Al Din prayed for the same,
sald Tanvir Ahmed, court inspector in
Tangail.

The girl went missing from adjacent
Basail upazila on September 21 and her
family members found her in DC Lake area
of Tangail town on September 25.

The girl then said that she had returned
after visiting Cox’s Bazar with a youth
named Noyon.

Her mother filed an abduction and rape
case against Babul Hossain Noyon, 22, a
neighbour, with Sakhipur Police Station on
September 26.

Later, police arrested the youth, an
undergraduate student of Government
Mujib College in Sakhipur, who protested
his innocence.

The law enforcers later produced him in
front of the girl and the latter said that he
had raped her.

Police sent him to jail through a court and
following a petition for five days’ remand to
quiz him in the case, the court permitted the
police to quiz him at the jail gate.

FALSE IMPLICATION IN RAPE CASE

Innocent college
student gets bail

During interrogation at the jail gate,
Noyon again claimed himself innocent.

Later, following recovery of a visiting
card of a residential hotel in Cox's Bazar
from the girl, IO Mohammad Asaduzzaman
went there.

After checking the footage of the close
circuit camera of the hotel and also a
mobile phone number from the hotel
register, the 10 unearthed the mystery of
the case.

Using information technology, police
arrested the real culprit Noyon Miah, son
of Faruk alias Nuhu Miah of Baghil village
in Basail upazila, from Basail Bus Stand on
October 7.

Later, Noyon Miah gave confessional
statement to a Tangail court under Section
164, admitting his involvement with the
crime.

Shajahan Ali, father of Babul Hossain
Noyon said, “My son could not appear in
his degree third year final examinations
due to remaining in jail after his arrest in
the case. His false implication in the rape
case caused damage to our family’s image.”

He demanded punishment of the
plaintiff of the case.

Talking to journalists, the case plaintiff
(the girl's mother) said, "My daughter
wrongly indicated the innocent Noyon
in fear of family members. We are now
repentant. We will seek mercy to the youth
over the matter.”

Amir Hossain, OC of Sakhipur Police
Station, said they will take necessary legal
steps against the case plaintiff after talking
with innocent Noyon.

very little base work one year ago.

People of 11 villages in Nilphamari Sadar upazila have to use this shaky makeshift
bamboo bridge over the Chandrakura canal at Joichandi village for movement on
Darwani Mill Bazar to Khansama road via Darwani rail station as the contractor
appointed by the Local Government Engineering Department left the site after doing
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Consolidated statement of financial position as at 30 September 2019

RAK Ceramics (Bangladesh) Limited

RAK Tower (7th, 8th & 9th Floor), Plot 1/A Jasimuddin Avenue, Sector -3, Uttara, Dhaka-1230. Phone: 58957393, 58952303, web: www.rakcerambd.com
Un-audited Consolidated financial statements as at and for the period ended 30 September 2019

Consolidated profit or loss and other comprehensive income
for the period ended 30 September 2019

RAK

CERAMICS

Consolidated statement of cash flows

for the period ended 30 September 2019
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