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70 years of Chinese automobiles

In its 70 years of existence, the People’s Republic of China has seen much turmoil and unrest. Yet, it managed to become the fastest developing country in re-
corded history. Much of that industrial growth resulted from quick and sometimes dubious R&D. Their automobile sector is rife with examples of copycats and
outrageous fails. But they have also been quick to adapt while copying the best of the rest.
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FAW Dongfeng.
The early years and the first car of China:
During the formative years of the PRC, the
Chinese industry was still recovering from the
carnage of World War I and the subsequent
civil war. Most of the early “cars” made during
this era were either re-bodied vehicles of
foreign make, like the Chrysler Imperial based
Hongqi (Red Flag) CA72 1E, or based heav-

ily on foreign design, like the Soviet GAZ 21
Volga based 1966 Beijing Auto Dongfanghong

Cars during the Cultural Revolution
(1966-1976): During the early days of the Cul-
tural Revolution, Beijing ordered car manufac-
tures to adopt a “no nonsense” design method.
Cars had to have straight lines, sharp edge and
no ornaments. Anything that would make a car
look beautiful and desirable had to omitted,
effectively making all cars impersonal “box on
wheels”. Hongqi, the government's state car
manufacturer, responded to these requirements
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Hongqi CA774.

BJ761 sedan and introducing a new model, the
Hongwei (Red Guard) BJ761 station wagon.
Cars after the Cultural Revolution: The
death of Mao Zedong in 1976 saw an end of
the revolution and almost all the reforms that
came with it. Car manufactures were quick to
react, almost instantly moving out of the “no
nonsense” car design doctrine. Hongqi imme-
diately dropped the CA774 program, mov-
ing the 5 prototypes to storage and outright

Shanghai SH760.

designs with new, Japanese-inspired ones,
introducing the BJ750 and Shanghai's SH771
respectively. However, these cars were barred
from production by the Chinese government,
who saw no need for new cars. The Chinese car
industry was thus forced to go back to building
their older models and other vehicles, giving
Shanghai Auto’s SH760 Fenghuang (Phoenix)
a new lease on life in the process.

Open market and the era of joint ventures

(The East is Red) BJ760. There were attempts
at making a fully indigenous car as well—one
of the results was the First Auto Works (FAW)
Dongfeng CA71, regarded by many as ‘China’s
first car” Built in 1958, the four door sedan was
powered by a 1930cc Mercedes M121 based
engine making around 70hp and was able to
reach a top speed of 128 km/h. The production
numbers for these car were very low, as China _
being a Communist State, personal ownership -
of cars was discouraged and production was
more focused on industrial vehicles. | .
Cars during the Great Leap Forward |\
(1958-1961): The PRC's desire to rapidly
industrialise during the Great Leap Forward
saw multiple car workshops putting together
cars of their own designs. Lacking any outside
help, most of them were based on contempo-
rary Japanese or Western designs, with heavy
styling inspiration from American cars. A few
interesting examples of these efforts are the
Tianjin Auto Repair Works Heping No. 1 and
Tianjin University's Hongyuzhuan No. 1.
Much like the Great Leap Forward itself, most
of these were short lived with only a handful
of prototypes being made. One exception to
this was the Shanghai Auto Works" SH760 Fen-
ghuang (Phoenix) sedan, of which over 3,000
were made for government use.
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Honggi E-HS3.

with the slab-sided CA774 series of prototypes
while Shanghai Auto Works supplement-

ed their SH760 sedan with the new, boxier
looking SH763. Beijing Auto used this as an
opportunity to phase out their now venerable
BJ760, replacing it in 1967 with Dongfanghong

abandoning one at Beijing's Tsinghua Univer-
sity parking lot, where is still sits to this day.

sedan that clearly took inspiration from Japan

also wanted to replace their Revolution-era

AUTO NEWS

The deafening (for some) noise of a race car
going past a long straight—be it in the infamous
24 Hours of LeMans Mulsanne straight or the 24
Hours of Nurburgring at full chat—is arguably
one of the most exhilarating elements of mo-
torsport ever, inciting fans to camp all day and
night to catch a piece of the action live. Here's
our roundup of the best sounds from the world
of motorsport.

MAZDA 787B

Bet you saw that coming from a mile away
(thanks to its distinct four rotor scream),
punishing the Mulsanne straight while the high
pitched wail strums a musical treat to fans’ ears.
Road and Track compared its sound to ‘an angry
swarm of killer bees’ Make what you will of that
after listening to it yourselves—headphone users
beware!

ALFA ROMEO V6 TI DTM

It's no small surprise that Alfa’s Busso V6 is often
voted the best sounding engine and a nominee in
lists much like this one. While the car itself might
look like a block of soap with a physics defying
spoiler, it caught on with the boy racer charm.
Imagine firecrackers loaded with gun powder,

set on fire at every corner of the race track, while
what happens to be a sedan with a spoiler hurls
past you.

FERRARI F2002

The golden V10 era that Vettel fantasizes about.
The most dominant car ever to race in F1,
manned by Schumacher and Barrichello. Need 1
say more? Let the banshee growl of 10 cylinders
tickle your inner tifosi. What F1 cars are supposed
to sound like,

GROUP B SPEC AUDI QUATTROS

The fourth race car (on gravel) in this list (worked
really hard on this one) is the humble Audi
Quattro. Except there's nothing humble about

it reflecting on the road car. Flamboyant arches,

a spoiler designed by an architect (don't quote
me on that) and a flame spitting anti lag turbo
system that keeps the drivers’ and spectators’ ears
in check.

Super SUVs — Benz
GLC63 AMG and
GLC63 Coupe AMG

Mercedes recently unveiled the GLCG63
AMG, both in standard SUV and Coupe
body trims, and it proves that there is no
car an AMG tuned V8 can't make magnifi-
cent, If you have seen video clips of the
car accelerating, you'll know why I con-
sider this to be one of the best sounding
V8s currently in production.

The SUVs are powered by Mercedes’
brilliant 4.0 Biturbo V8, which hurls
them to 100km/h in 3.8 seconds, of
which the GLCG63 S trim shaves 2 tenths
of a second off. A 9 speed Speedshift
transmission puts 469 HP (503 in the
S trim) down with the help of 4matic
all-wheel-drive. The drivetrain remains
unchanged from the pre-facelift model, a
testament to how good it already is.

although the visibility in the Coupe is at

a significant disadvantage due to the rear
sloping roofline. It has all the elements of
modern comfort and technology, while
still feeling old fashioned because of the
brash and bold powertrain. To get yourself
in one of these, Mercedes will happily take
away $70,000 American dollars from your
bank account for the GLCG63, and almost
$10,000 more for the GLC63 S Coupe.
This might be the last opportunity to en-
joy this magnificent powertrain, as rumors
suggest Mercedes may downsize and move
to a 2.0 turbo drivetrain for their future
AMG cars. Which actually might be a good
thing, considering our tax structures—in
their current form, Rancon Motors Ltd,
will not be bringing them in.

As with Mercedes, the interior is [
expected to be top notch and it delivers,

Hasees CHOWDHURY |

They instead introduced the CA750, a mid-size

Datsun 280C. Both Beijing and Shanghai Auto

(1980-2006): China's slow move away from
Communist ideas after Mao's death led to
opening their market and working with West-

this marked the start of the ability to freely sell
cars to private buyers and the chance to enter
into joint ventures with various foreign com-
panies. Probably the most notable of the joint
ventures that took place in this period was the
FAW-Volkswagen deal that lasted from 1988
to 1999. This gave China access to the Audi

the next two decades. The versatile platform
was modified to serve as parade cars, stretched

a hearse. Partnership and badge engineering
defines this era of the Chinese car industry,
with very little actual local car development
taking place.

Re-emergence of indigenous designs and
purchase of foreign brands: Although most
of the largest Chinese car makers were happy
to partner with their foreign counterparts and
pay the due expense, the smaller companies
with less money at hand found their offerings
's  being vastly outmatched by their joint venture
counterparts. In response, they begun to out-
right copy or reverse engineer foreign designs

ermn companies. For Chinese car manufacturers,

100 sedan, which went on to became the go-to
platform for every local car maker in China for

limousines, police cars, pickup trucks and even

without any royalties, using a loophole in the
Chinese copyright law which ensured they will
face no repercussion. There “knock-off” cars
were far poorer in quality compared to the
original counterpart and, in the long run, end-
ed up badly damaging the image of Chinese
brands in the international market. This was
noticed by the big names of the Chinese car in-
dustry, who by the end of 2000's slowly begun
developing their own designs and planning to
sell their cars outside of the domestic market.
In an effort to counter this and avoid any
blunder, they began buying up struggling but
well known Western brands and begun using
their knowledge and expertise to develop cars
specifically suited to Western market. Morris
Garages/MG (now owned by SAIC Motor) of
England and Volvo (now owned by Geely) of
Sweden are notable examples.

Present day EV revolution: With air
pollution reaching record levels, the Chinese
government has mandated car makers make
a gradual switch to “zero emissions vehicles”.
Local carmakers are already responding to this,
with Honggqi introducing the E-HS3 Electric
SUV. This call for electrification has led to a
number of new Chinese car makers like NIO,
which already received much praise in the
international market.

Overall, the Chinese car industry has shared
all the turmoil of its country but at the same
time, advanced along with it. For all these hard-
ship, their focus on EV puts them in the fore-
front of the next generation of car development
and now has a strong chance to dominate the
future of global car market.

[ Ransar AL HAQ ]

The best sounds in motorsport, listed

JAGUAR XJR9

You would have already known this car by now
had you played Gran Turismo on your trusty

old PS2, as the V12 roared through the pixelated
circuits, flames and backfires included. This
group C LeMans racer was the ultimate Jag swan
song, and quite literally so—packing a 7 litre V12
as it cuts through the dense fog on final hour of
the 1988 24 Hours of LeMans to clench victory
from Porsche, breaking the latter’s streak. It was
the first podium finish for Jaguar since 1957.
The road to victory wasnt as tranquil as you'd
think. Gearbox gremlins meant the big cat was
stuck in 4th gear. Who cares when it sounds that
orgasmic?

PORSCHE 917

Being a Porsche fanboy myself, I couldn't resist
chucking in a Porsche here—the very car that
built Porsche’s steady racing pedigree in LeMans.
The design process, the teamwork and effort
ooing into homologating the long tailed 917 can

make for another article by itself. The end prod-
uct resulted in a what looked like a period correct
sketch of a rocket back in 1970, propelled by a
flat 12 motor. Further evolutions (the 917 was
in racing use well until the late 1980s) of both
the chassis and engine rose to a frame twisting
1580 HP as the menacing banshees were the
weapon of choice for many privateer racers. The
917, much to Rennsport fans delights, was voted
as the most dominant car in the LeMans history.
Heck, Steve McQueen raced one, in a certain
orange and blue colour scheme!

Head on over to wwuw.thedailystar.net/shift for
videos of all of these cars in action—since you can't
hear the greatest sounds in motorsport on a piece
of paper. Or can you? Give it a try and let us know
the results!
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