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Chattogram Abahani’s Nigerian forward Chinedu Matthew drew first blood in the Sheikh Kamal International Club
Cup, scoring a brace as his side got off to a flying start with a 4-1 win over defending champions TC Sports Club

of Maldives in the opening match at the MA Aziz Stadium in Chattogram yesterday.
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Rousing start for hosts

SHEIKH KAMAL H o s t s

ATIQUE ANAM from Chattogram
s ®| Chattogram
e iz | Abahani got the

| Sheikh Kamal

International Club Cup to a rousing
start with a 4-1 win over defending
champions TC Sports Club at the
MA Aziz Stadium in Chattogram
yesterday.

Half the capacity of the stadium
was filled and those who turned
up for the opening match got their
money's worth as the champions of
the 2015 edition romped to a 3-0
lead in the first half, before eventually
completing comprehensive victory.

Chattogram Abahani had won the
opening edition of the tournament
four years ago with a starting eleven
made up of borrowed players, and
if the early signs are a good enough
reflection of the team’s strength,
the port city side will be one of the
biggest contenders for the title, with
a starting eleven once again made up
of borrowed players -- including four
from the Bangladesh national team.

In front of the home crowd,
Chattogram Abahani made a frantic
start as Nigerian forward Chinedu
Matthew scored in the eighth minute
with a powerful shot on a cut-back
from Arifur Rahman.

Even before the crowd had time to
settle in their seats, two minutes later
young defender Yeasin Arafat made
them stand up and admire what was
an excellent floated shot from the left
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Chinedu 8, 39, Yeasin 10] Easa 88’
Rotkovic 71°

flank, beating TC Sports goalkeeper
Ibrahim Nadheem Adam.

The hosts continued their
dominance and Luka Rotkovic
almost scored the team’s third in the
37th minute, but the Montenegrin
forward was denied by the woodwork
after the TC Sports goalkeeper had
palmed away Sohel Rana's header
from point-blank range.

But it only took two more minutes

for the third goal to come, this time
Matthew scoring with a flick on a
cross from Sohel.

The port city side, despite taking
their foot off the gas a bit with
three substitutions, got a fourth
goal on 71 minutes when Rotkovic
took advantage of Adam’s howler,
stabbing home from close range
after Arif's cross was spilled by the TC
Sports goalkeeper.

The defending champions, who
came here with a much less potent
side than the last edition, got a
consolation goal two minutes before
the end of regulation time with a
powerful header from Ismail Easa on
a cross from Mohamed Samir.

The TC Sports coach and captain
blamed their hectic journey and late
arrival as well as mismanagement
with their hotel accommodation for
the heavy defeat while Chattogram
Abahani coach Maruful Haque said
he was only 60 per cent satisfied
by his team’s performance even if a
win in the first match is always very
important.

Nurul, Al Amin & Razzak
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give Khulna simple task
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777 game of the National

Cricket League after they were left

requiring 108 runs on the fourth and

final day against Rajshahi following

an interesting third day which saw a

total of 15 wickets fall at the Sheikh
Abu Naser Stadium yesterday.

Khulna resumed on 227 for six and
wicketkeeper-batman Nurul Hasan
fought a lone battle and was unbeaten
three runs shy of a hundred as the
hosts were bowled out for 309 runs,
taking a 48-run lead.

Nurul hit ten fours and four sixes
during his 127-ball 97 and it was
then Khulna's bowlers, pacer Al Amin
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and Naeem Islam struck hundreds as
Rangpur replied well and reached 334
for ive. However, they are still trailing
by 222 runs after Dhaka posted a
huge 556 in the first innings and the
game looks to be heading for a draw.

Resuming the day on 71 for two,
both overnight batsmen Liton and
Naeem reached their hundreds. Liton,
playing his first game in the league
since returning from the Caribbean
Premier League, reached his 14th first-
class hundred in the first session off
133 balls.

Naeem reached his hundred off
229 balls and he and Liton added 154
for the fourth wicket.

Liton was dismissed for a 189-
ball 122 which included 14 fours,
but Naeem went on and remained
unbeaten on 124. Tanbir Hayder, on

LITON DAS... 122

Hossain and experienced spinner
Abdur Razzak, who did brilliantly
to bag four wickets each. Mustafizur
Rahman scalped the other two as
Rajshahi were sent packing for just
170 to present the home side with a
small target of 123 runs.

Najmul Hossain top-scored for
Rajshahi with a 50 while Mushfiqur
Rahim added 44. Khulna lost the
wicket of Anamul Haque (4) and
ended the day on 15 for one.

At the Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury
Stadium in Chattogram, Liton Das

NAEEM ISLAM... 124 not out

fifty, was accompanying him at the
crease when stumps were drawn.

With 27 first-class hundreds,
Naeem is only behind Tushar Imran,
who leads the charts for most first-
class tons by a Bangladeshi with 31.

At the Khan Shaheb Osman Ali
stadium in Fatullah, Chittagong
Division took a crucial first-innings
lead after off-spinner Nayeem Hasan
scalped four wickets to bundle
Barishal out for 216.

Resuming the day on 104 for
four, Barishal lost wickets at regular

SCORES IN BRIEF

DHAKA V RANGPUR

DHAKA: First innings 556 for 8 declared
RANGPUR: First innings 334 for five (Liton
122, Naeem 124 not out; Sumon 2-70)
RAJSHAHI V KHULNA

RAJSHAHI: 261 and 170 (Najmul 57; Al Amin
4-17, Razzak 4-62)

KHULNA: 309 (Nurul 97 not out) and 15 for one
CHITTAGONG V BARISHAL

CHITTAGONG: 356 and 50 for one (Pinak 30
not out; Ashraful 19-1)

BARISHAL: First innings 216 all out (Nuru-
zzman 60; Nayeem 4-62)

DHAKA METRO V SYLHET

DHAKA METROPOLIS: 246 and 225 for six
(Mahmudullah 95 not out; Imran 2-35)
SYLHET: First innings 319 all out

intervals, with Nuruzzaman’s sixty
the top score for the batting side.
Apart from Nayeem, Mehedi Hasan,
Noman Chowdhury and Minhajul
Abedin Afridi took two wickets
each. In reply, Chittagong ended the
third day on 50 for one and a 190-
run lead.

Meanwhile, the  experienced
Mahmudullah Riyad displayed a
tremendous amount of patience and
remained unbeaten just five runs shy
of a hundred as Dhaka Metropolis
took a 152-run lead over Sylhet at the
Shaheed Chandu Stadium in Bogura.
Dhaka Metro ended the third day of
225 for six in their second innings.

Resuming the day on nine without
loss, Dhaka were in a spot of bother
at 74 for four before Mahmudullah
attempted to steady the ship.
However, he lost partners frequently
before Shahidul Islam arrived and the
duo stitched together an unbeaten 61-
run seventh-wicket stand.

Mahmudullah hit five fours and a
six and was unbeaten for a 194-ball
95 while Shahidul was on 29. Imran
Ali and Enamul Haque picked up two
wickets each for Sylhet.

Four bullets couldn’t stop Jamal’s dream

Seven years ago when Jamal Bhuiyan made the journey from Copenhagen to Dhaka to try for the team of his country of origin, he was in the middle of
nowhere. A youth product of Brondby and later of FC Copenhagen, Jamal had shown early signs of greatness while playing alongside the likes of Nicklas
Bendtner and Thomas Delaney. But after being shot four times in 2007, Jamal's life turned upside down and his footballing dreams were crushed. It took him
a long time to get over that incident, and he came to Dhaka four years later to try to get his career rolling again after a bit of compromise with his ambitions.
But that attempt ended in failure and he went back with a heavy heart. However, he returned again two years later with more resolve and this time he was
chosen. A career which had six years previously looked perilously close to being derailed, finally found a platform to grow again. Since then Jamal has only
grown in skill, stature and mental strength, all the while adapting to the hitherto-alien culture in Bangladesh. Now, he believes his journey was worth it as
he feels quite at home, enjoying the celebrity status which very few footballers enjoy in Bangladesh. In a freewheeling interview with members of the media,
including The Daily Star’s Atique Anam, at a hotel in Chattogram yesterday, the Bangladesh captain shared stories of his life in Denmark and in Bangladesh,
his footballing journey from Brondby to Dhaka, what it means to lead and that fateful incident. Here are some of the excerpts from that interview:

The Daily Star (TDS): Some people in India
before and after the match against India said you
were not a proper Bangladeshi as you cannot
speak Bangla properly. Does that hurt you?
Jamal Bhuiyan (JB): I have Bengali parents.
Then what about Mesut Ozil, Sami Khedira,
Thiago |Alcantara] and many others? My
parents always speak Bangla at home. And I
have improved in Bangla since coming here.
I don't have any issues with communication
now, despite my broken Bangla.

TDS: When did your parents move to
Denmark? Tell us a bit about your family.

JB: My grandfather, Khushi Bhuiyan, came to
Denmark in 1963. My father came in 1967
and my mother came in 1971, My father used
to have a fabric manufacturing company.
Then he bought a supermarket which he ran
for three decades. 1 was born and raised in
Copenhagen. 1 have two elder brothers who
live in Denmark,

TDS: You scored a goal against FC Copenhagen
for the Brondby youth team. That must have
been a good memory.

JB: Yes, that was special because FC
Copenhagen are the best team in Denmark
and I always wanted to play for them. I
scored and two days later | was signed by FC
Copenhagen. I was 14 at the time.

TDS: Did you always play as a defensive
midfielder? What is the reason you chose to
play in that particular position?

JB: I don't know, I just like it to be in the
middle. You get the ball a lot. I feel more
comfortable in the middle.

TDS: Tell us about the incident when you got
shot in Copenhagen.

JB: It was 2007 and [ was 16 or 17. I was on
my way home from school. The area that I
grew up in was not a good area, but I felt safe
because I grew up there. That day, a guy told
me to go home early but I did not realise the
danger. After a few minutes, I was shot four
times. | had one shot on the elbow, one in
the lower abdomen and two by the side of my
body. I was in a coma for two days. I stayed at
the hospital for three or four months. I started
playing again 14 months later.

TDS: Did you think at the time that you would
play again?

JB: No, | thought I would give up playing
football. The level of football in Denmark is
very high among young people. So | thought I
should get a good education since | would not
be able to play football. But I had a talk with
my youth coach, Johnny Larsson, and he told
me to try again. I started to play again. I started
training seven months after the incident. I
lost 14 kilos during that period. 1 could not
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eat anything at the hospital. I was given food
through my neck.

TDS: Does that memory still haunt you?

JB: It will always be a sad memory for me. But
Allah has a plan for everything. Maybe it was
bad luck.

TDS: Was it scary or sad?

JB: Sad. I of course had nightmares many times
after that. But it was sad because | thought:

‘what if | wasn't there, what if I didn't go there
that day’ It impacted my football a lot. At the
time | was one of the best at FC Copenhagen.
The club wanted me to go to the senior team.
Other clubs also asked about me. I cried a lot
at first, but I had to accept it.

TDS: How difficult was it when you came to
Bangladesh for a trial for the first time and left
without being selected?

JB: When I came to Bangladesh in 2011, I
didn't know anybody. So I was maybe a little
naive. | returned to Denmark and when I came
back again, I only thought about myself and
my game. After that the journey just began.
TDS: What were your parents’ response when
you came to play for Bangladesh?

JB: My father said that you should go there
and make a big name for yourself and when

you end your football career, you will look
back and be satisfied with what you have done
for Bangladesh.

TDS: What improvements have you noticed in
your game since your debut for Bangladesh in
201372

JB: I'm making better decisions now than I
used to. Now I'm better at set pieces, better
at playing the ball, reading the game and in
terms of my overall vision of the game. After
every practice, I train by myself for 10-15
minutes. My diet has also changed, I don't eat
sweets and don't drink coke.

TDS: What has been the impact of getting
captaincy of the national team in 20187

JB: The impact is that now I'm more worried
about the decisions | have to make. When I'm
on the pitch, I know I have to talk and guide
the players. Also outside the pitch, I have to
tell people things like if they are not on time,
then I'll have to fine them. I'm now more
aware that if the team fails, I'm going to be on
the front line.

TDS: How are you enjoying being in the
spotlight?

JB: I don't know really because | don't watch
TV or read Bangladeshi news. 1 don't really
know how to respond to it but I'm just happy
that people are happy with my performances.
TDS: Don't you think your performances also
improved a lot after you became captain?

JB: Yes, but the team also changed. So many
new and young players joined since then.
Jamie |Day| also changed things a lot and he
has been very important for us. He is not like
the other coaches who were a little afraid to
tell the organisation (Bangladesh Football
Federation) what they really wanted.

TDS: What are the other changes Day has
made?

JB: He added discipline, diet, fitness, regular
check-ups and the way we play is also totally
different. He knows what the players’ strength
and weaknesses are.

TDS: You also played many matches under
Lodewijk de Kruif, who had a possession-
based football philosophy while Jamie bases
his philosophy on defensive organisation and
counter attacks? As a defensive midfielder, do
you enjoy this style rather than the one where

yvou had more of the ball?

JB: It's true [ used to get more of the ball under
de Kruif, but Jamie is getting us results with
effective football. And results are what matter
in football.

TDS: What are the areas in which Bangladesh's
game has improved over the past 14 months
under the new coach?

JB: We don't concede much anymore. We
know how to defend better than before and
that is also due to Jamie because he trained us
a lot on how we should defend and how we
should attack. We didn’t do that before.

TDS: How proud were you after the
performance against India in their own
backyard?

JB: | was very angry because it was like losing
the game for me because we had chances to
score. But I felt very proud of the team as well.
TDS: Have you received any offers from Indian
clubs?

JB: People [two clubs from the Indian Super
League including Minerva Punjab| had asked
me about my status and my club’s situation
and whether | was under contract. There was
one guy who told to me that Sunil Chhetri
played so badly and was taken out of the
game because of me. | thanked him for the
compliment,

TDS: What do you think about rest of the
fixtures of the World Cup qualifiers, especially
against Oman and away from home against
(Qatar?

JB: | think Qatar and Oman are the two
strongest teams, close to each other. The next
match will be tough for us but we still have
home matches against Afghanistan and India.
So I think we can get some points.

TDS: How was the experience of doing
commentary on Spanish football?

JB: It was good. I'm going to Barcelona next
month for the same media. They have sent me
tickets.

TDS: Your parents must be very proud of you
NOw.

JB: I hope they are. They don't say much, and
we don't speak much about football at home.
TDS: Do you go to Denmark often?

JB: I go back to be with my family whenever I
have a vacation because | live here alone.



