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Prof Khabir Uddin, chief adviser of Jahangirnagar University Science Club, inaugurated a three-day math Olympiad at Jahangirnagar 

University School and College yesterday.

A fire broke out at the warehouse of Aboni Knitwear Ltd in Savar’s Hemayetpur around 3pm yesterday. Five 

firefighting units managed to douse the blaze in two hours. No casualties were reported but a huge quantity of 

materials was gutted in the fire.

No mercy 
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a discussion at Jatiya Press Club. Home Minister 
Asaduzzaman Khan addressed the event as chief guest with 
Sampriti Bangladesh convener Pijush Bandyopadhyay in 
the chair.

Bangabandhu Diploma Engineers’ Council arranged a 
discussion at IDEB Bhaban in Kakrail.

Russel, the youngest brother of Sheikh Hasina, was 
born on October 18 in 1964 at the historic Bangabandhu 
Bhaban at Dhanmondi.

He was brutally assassinated on August 15 in 1975 
along with most of his family members, including his 
father Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

A pharmacy full of love
FROM PAGE 3

the abandoned animals,” said her husband 
Rafiqul Islam. “All dogs are native species 
while two of the cats are foreign breeds. A 
relative gave them the pair as gift. Every day 
Sabina bathes the cats and dogs and cooks 
for them on her own.”   

As this small medicine business is their 
sole source of income, they have to face 
difficulties to meet all the expenses, Rafiqul 
said, adding that they, however, have 
no regret about the financial constraint 
because they chose to care for the animals. 

But their love for animals often scares 
away friends and relatives. 

“Most of our relatives and neighbours 

avoid visiting our home because of the 
stray cats and dogs,” Sabina said. “But 
where will they go if I don’t keep them?” 
she asked.

“It feels bad when people speak ill of us 
for spending money on animal food. They 
often ask why I’m feeding animals instead 
of helping people.” 

What really hurts her is those people 
do not think about the helpless animals, 
Sabina said, adding that the dogs and cats 
would die if they are left on the streets; 
they have at least survived in this little 
shelter.

No matter what people say, her love for 
animals would never die, she said.  

Society became too 
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up… be graceful… and the country will 
become beautiful,” he added.

Former bureaucrat and BSK trustee 
Aminul Islam said this book reading 
programme is a movement that will help 
boost positivity among students.

BSK yesterday awarded 580 intermediate 
students of 21 schools and colleges of 
Dhaka under the programme.

The awardees were selected in four 
categories -- whoever finished reading 
six books were placed under the category 

of “Shagoto”, eight books under 
“Shubhechchha”, 10 under “Abhinandan”, 
and 12 under “Shera Pathok”.

They were selected through an evaluation 
test after reading books in 2018 -19, and 
awarded books and certificates.

BSK has been conducting the book 
reading programme for 40 years. 

At present, almost 24 lakh students 
from 14,000 schools and 500 colleges of 
the country are included in the reading 
programme.  

GDP growth has not 
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“People need to unite for bringing 
an end to this autocratic rule. We will 
have to spread the call for unity to 
all localities, districts and villages,” 
said Dr Kamal, also president of 
Gonoforum.

The unity is also needed to 
establish rule of law and ensure 
people’s ownership of the state, said 
the eminent jurist.

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD) 

President ASM Abdur Rob said the 
current government is doing whatever 
they want without caring about any 
rule and the country’s constitution.

“It is not a people’s government; it 
is a government of robbers,” he added.

Strongly condemning the murder 
of BUET student Abrar, Rob criticised 
the decision of banning political 
activities on BUET campus. The 
Language Movement in 1952 and the 

Liberation War in 1971 would not 
have been possible without student 
politics, he added.

Criticising the ruling party leaders’ 
involvement in corruption, gambling 
and other illegal activities, he called 
upon the government to step down 
immediately.

JSD Vice President Tania Rob and 
Muktijot Chief Abu Layes Munna also 
spoke at the discussion, among others.

CU student
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added. They eventually let 
him go around 1am, Rifat 
said.

Contacted, Rubel said 
he is not aware of the 
incident. “We will take 
organisational action if 
any BCL man is found 
involved,” he added.

Assistant Proctor Rezaul 
Karim said they have 
received the complaint and 
will act as per university law.   

IPU adopts
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union, according to a 
message received yesterday.

The implementation of 
the resolution will ensure 
quality health services for 
all, irrespective of their 
income or wealth.

Earlier, the proposal 
titled “Achieving Universal 
Health Coverage by 2030: 
The Role of Parliaments 
in Ensuring the Right of 
Health” was tabled on 
behalf of Bangladesh at the 
136th IPU assembly, which 
was held in Dhaka from 
April 1-5, 2017.

Math Olympiad 
begins at JU
JU CORRESPONDENT

The three-day “National Math Olympiad” began at 
Jahangirnagar University (JU) yesterday.

JU Science Club is organising the event with the slogan 
“Bhabna Jodi Ganit Hoi, Ganit Niye Kisher Bhoi”.

Prof Khabir Uddin, chief adviser to the science club, 
inaugurated the event on JU School and College premises 
around 10:30am.

Around 5,000 students of class 6-12 from over 200 
schools and colleges across the country are participating 
in the Olympiad.

Noted scientist Maqsudul Alam will be awarded 
posthumously for his contributions in jute genome 
sequencing at the closing session of the event. Information 
Minister Hasan Mahmud will also be awarded.  

Jahurul 
Islam’s death 
anniversary
CITY DESK

The 24th 
death 
anniversary 
of Alhajj 
Jahurul 
Islam, 
founder 

of Islam Group, will be 
observed today, says a press 
release.

On this day in 1995, he 
died in Singapore at the age 
of 67. 

Also a social activist, 
Jahurul Islam was born 
in Bhagalpur village of 
Bajitpur in Kishoreganj on 
August 1, 1928. 

Marking his death 
anniversary, a milad and 
doa mahfil will be held in 
Bhagalpur. 

All of this relatives and 
well-wishers are invited to 
attend the programme.   

Shafiuddin Ahmed

CITY DESK

Today is 
the seventh 
death 
anniversary 
of Alhajj 
Shafiuddin 

Ahmed, an organiser of the 
Liberation War, a politician 
and social worker, says a 
press release. 

A doa mahfil will be 
held at his Khaishakhali 
village in Shibpur upazila 
of Narsingdi today. 

All are requested to pray 
for his departed soul. 

Protesting the brutal murder of five-year-old Tuhin in Sunamganj, people from all walks of life take part in a 

human chain on Sadar Road in Barishal yesterday. The district chapter of children’s organisation Khelaghar 

arranged the event in front of Ashwini Kumar Hall.

City to arrange 
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housing models that 
accommodate the urban 
poor in city areas and 
help improve their living 
standards.

Chaired by RCC Chief 
Executive Officer Shawgatul 
Alam, the meeting was 
addressed, among others, 
by its panel mayors 
Shariful Islam Babu and 
Tahera Khatun, Secretary 
Abu Hayat Rahmatullah 
and Chief Revenue Officer 
Shahana Akhter Jahan.

27 punished for defying Hilsa ban 
in Rajbari, Shariatpur
UNB, Dhaka

At least 25 fishermen were jailed and 
two others were fined in Rajbari and 
Shariatpur for catching mother Hilsa, 
defying a government ban.

In Rajbari’s Goalanda upazila, the 
local administration seized 1,00,000 
metres of current net and 200 kg hilsa 
from 11 fishermen. A mobile court 
sentenced them to 14 days in jail in 
the early hours yesterday.

Upazila Nirbahi Officer Rubayet 
Hayad Shiplu said they conducted a 
drive in the Padma river at Daulatdia, 
Debagram, and Ujanchar unions 
between Thursday noon and early 
yesterday.

“The fishermen were punished for 
illegally catching hilsa,” the UNO 
said.

In Shariatpur, police detained 16 
fishermen in the Sadar upazila.

UNO Md Mahabubur Rahman 
Sheikh said 14 fishermen were 
sentenced to jail and two others were 
fined for defying the hilsa ban.

Ten maunds (roughly 373 kg) of 
mother hilsa were recovered from 
their possession, he added.

The government imposed a 22-day 
ban on catching, selling, storing and 
transporting Hilsa from October 9 to 
31 to ensure safe spawning of the fish.  
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‘Kathin Chibar 
Dan’ today
BSS, Dhaka

‘Kathin Chibar Dan’, a 
religious festival of the 
Buddhist community, 
is being observed today 
across the country.

‘Kathin Chibar Dan’ 
is an annual religious 
festival during which 
Buddhists donate different 
items required by monks, 
including cloth woven in 
their own looms.

The ritual plays an 
important role in the 
Buddhist community -- to 
be a devoted follower of 
the religion -- through 
teaching them unity, 
solidarity and harmony.

President Abdul Hamid 
and Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina issued messages 
separately, conveying 
greetings to members of 
the Buddhist community.
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Govt to protect rights 
of small-ethnic groups
Housing and public works minister says
BSS, Dhaka

With the government’s stand of not allowing anyone to 
interfere with the rights of small ethnic communities, it 
(government) will not stay away from taking stern actions 
against the perpetrators.

This was stated by Housing and Public Works Minister 
SM Rezaul Karim yesterday while addressing the ‘Wangala’ 
(the ‘Hundred Drums Festival’) celebration programme of 
the Garo community in the city’s Banani area.

“The daughter of Bangabandhu, Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina, wants to ensure the constitutional rights of every 
person in this country. The present government is working 
in this regard. The government does not want anyone to 
interfere with the rights of small ethnic groups. If anyone 
does, the government will take stern action against him/
her,” he said.

The minister urged the administration to stay alert so 
that no ethnic groups are obstructed in practising their 
cultures.

The people of Garo community made immense sacrifices 
by participating in the War of Liberation, he said, adding 
that the premier will always stand by all communities to 
resolve their problems.


