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RAKHINE MAHILA MARKET

Open ground remains 
water-logged half the year
The 3-acre field remains inundated due to poor drainage system

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Like previous year, the playground 
in front of Rakhine Mahila Market 
in Patuakhali’s Kalapara upazila 
has gone under rainwater impeding 
commercial and cultural activities in 
the area.

The three-acre field remains 
inundated from May to October 
due to poor drainage system, said 
traders, who run shops at the market 
frequented by tourists. 

One shop owner, Umeng Uchu, 
said the nuisance occurred last year 
after some shops were set up on the 
edge of the field. 

Those shops blocked the old drain 
lines resulting into waterlogging, she said. 

“Customers get irritated as their 
dresses get dirty while shopping here,” 
said the lady.

While talking to this correspondent 

earlier this month, Abu Bakar 
Siddique, a tourist from Gazipur, said, 
“I visited Kuakata in the dry season 
last year. The field looked great then 
but now all I can see is knee-deep 
stagnant water.”

Abul Kalam, another tourist 
from Barishal, said, “People come 
to Kuakata to buy goodies from the 
Rakhine Market. It is difficult to shop 
when the field is flooded,” he said 
urging the authorities concerned to 
take due steps without a delay.

Kuakata municipality had built 
a stage on the east side of the field 
for holding public meetings and 
cultural programmes. Local cultural 
organisations and political parties 
used it on occasions like Victory Day 
and Independence Day.

“The stage is no longer in use as 
the field remains inundated for six 
months. No cultural activity could 

be held in about last two years due to 
reoccurring waterlogging,” said Amir 
Hossain, a leader of a local cultural 
organisation. 

Moreover, youths are not being 
able to play on the field.

The upazila administration had 
built two helipads on the field for easy 
landing of political leaders. Those have 
also been submerged by rainwater.

Kuakata Municipality Mayor Abdul 
Barek Mollah said a pipeline was 
temporarily built last year to remove 
the water but some Rakhine people 
broke it. 

“They broke it because it touched 
parts of their land and homes. They 
anticipated that it was a permanent 
thing,” said the mayor.

“In coming dry season, we will 
dump sand on the field and build a 
permanent drainage system. We will 
also renovate the stage,” he added.

Youth arrested 
for killing wife
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Mymensingh

Police on Wednesday 
evening detained a youth 
in connection with a case 
for killing his pregnant 
wife allegedly over a family 
feud in Kishoreganj Sadar 
upazila the same day.

The detainee, Sumon 
Mia, 21, an auto-rickshaw 
driver, is son of Abdur 
Rahim of Chaog Sholakia 
village in the upazila.

Quoting locals and 
deceased’s family members, 
police said Juyena Akter, 
19, daughter of Oli Newaz 
of Kashurarchar village, was 
married to Sumon some six 
months ago.

Following a family feud 
with her husband, Juyena 
returned to her parents’ 
house about 15 days ago, 
Officer in Charge (OC) of 
Sadar Police Station Abu 
Bakar Siddiq said.

Sumon came on visit his 
in-laws’ house on Tuesday 
night and left the house on 
Wednesday early morning. 

Later, around 8:00am 
family members found 
Juyena’s body lying on the 
bed and informed police, 
who recovered the body and 
sent it to Kishoreganj General 
Hospital for autopsy.

Meanwhile, following 
a case filed by the victim’s 
father with Sadar Police 
Station the same noon 
police arrested Sumon from 
Sogra area in the evening. 

The open ground in front of the Rakhine Mahila Market in Kalapara upazila of Patuakhali.

Pregnant housewife 
tortured, shaved for dowry
Accused husband, mother-in-law arrested
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

A pregnant housewife became victim of 
brutal torture by her dowry-greedy husband 
in Baufal upazila of Patuakhali on Tuesday. 

The victim Priyanka Rani, 20, was able 
to flee from confinement at her in-laws’ 
house in Kalaiya launch terminal area 
of Baufal upazila and reach her father’s 
house the next day. 

Police arrested the victim’s husband 
Tapos Chandra Mondol, 25, and his mother 
Laksmi Rani, 45, on Wednesday night. 

Priyanka said her husband is a drug 
addict and he often asked her to bring 
money from her father’s house. 

“On Tuesday he asked me to bring Tk 
50,000 from my father. As I refused, he 
physically tortured me. At one stage he cut 
my hair with a boti (a sharp tool used in 
kitchen). Then he called a man from the 
nearby saloon and got my head shaved. 
“Afterwards, they confined me to my room. 
On Wednesday evening, I managed to flee 

from my in-laws’ house and informed my 
father,” said the victim, in tears.

Priyanka’s father Shushil Chandra 
Karmakar said, “During marriage of my 
daughter five years ago, I gave her husband 
Tapos three tolas of gold along with cash 
money but he continued pressing for more. 
I demand justice for the brutal torture on 
my daughter.”

Priyanka filed a case accusing her husband 
Tapos, father-in-law Porimol Mondol, 
mother-in-law Laksmi Rani and sister-in-law 
(husband’s sister) Bithee Rani with Baufal 
Police Station on Wednesday night.

“Police arrested Tapos and Laksmi Rani 
from their house on Wednesday night. 
They were produced before Patuakhali 
Senior Judicial Magistrate’s Court today 
[Thursday] noon and the court sent them 
to jail,” said Md Mostafizur Rahman, OC of 
Baufal Police Station.

“Investigation is on and we are trying our 
best to arrest the other accused,” he said.
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