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Chairing the conference, RFB and Palli Karma Sahayak 
Foundation (PKSF) Chairman Dr Kazi Khaliquzzaman 
Ahmed stressed on undertaking different programmes 
considering the people’s practical problems. 

“Thus, SSNP could serve the interest of ethnic 
minorities” he added. 

MM Akash, a professor of economics at DU, said that 
extensive research is needed to get precise knowledge 
about the life of ethnic groups across the country and then 
proper initiative could be taken.

“Special programmes and budgetary allocation should 
be increased for them as poverty rate among indigenous 
people is 60 percent, which is much higher than the 
national rate,” he claimed.

 Speaking as chief guest, Gazi Mohammad Nurul Kabir, 
Director General, Department of Social Services (DSS), 
said that the government is increasing the number of 
beneficiaries by expanding social safety net coverage every 
year.  

“The government will consider specific proposals from 
RFB in this regard,” he assured.    

Among others, RFB general secretary Mohsin Ali; social 
protection specialist [deputy secretary] Mohammad Khaled 
Hasan, and food ministry’s deputy secretary Raina Ahmed 
also spoke at the conference.

UPL and NSU hold 
translation workshop
CITY DESK

The University Press Limited (UPL) and the Department 
of English and Modern Languages (DEML) of North 
South University (NSU) jointly inaugurated a two-month 
translation workshop at the university’s campus on Friday.

Dr M Ismail Hossain, pro-vice chancellor of NSU, 
inaugurated the workshop, said a press release.

Some 31 participants were selected for the workshop 
through an application process, according to organisers. 

Initiatives like this should be undertaken to decrease 
the gap between the number of materials available for 
translation into Bangla and the availability of professional 
and committed translators, said Mahrukh Mohiuddin, 
managing director of UPL.

Prof Abdus Selim, professor of Central Women’s 
University; and Dr AQMA Rahman Bhuiyan, chairman 
of DEML, NSU were also present at the inauguration 
ceremony, among others.
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Shacheton Nagorik Committee formed a human chain in front of Ashwini Kumar Town Hall in Barishal city 

yesterday, demanding exemplary punishment for those who killed Buet student Abrar Fahad. 

Two die
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according to DGHS. A total 
of 92,166 dengue patients 
were admitted to hospitals 
across the country this year, 
of whom 48,184 were in 
Dhaka, DGHS says.

A total of 1,154 
dengue patients are now 
undergoing treatment at 
different hospitals across 
the country, of whom 726 
are outside Dhaka.

Gun licence holders
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The ministry asked those who are working as guards with 
their licensed firearms to refrain from the practice. 

It also said the firearms cannot be displayed in such a 
way which intimidates others. 

Legal action will be taken against those who will violate 
the order, the notification said.

69 allegations
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CCC mechanical 
department embezzled  Tk 
2 crore, through discrepancy 
in disbursement of stones 
for  construction work of a 
road.

Sudip Bosak denied 
the allegation and said  
everything was done in line 
with CCC rules, but ACC 
commissioner asked  chief 
executive officer of the city 
corporation to provide him 
with a report within one  
month on the matter. 

ACC commissioner AFM 
Aminul Islam said  the 
government is taking every 
service to the doorstep 
of every citizen.  “We are 
working to make sure 
that there is no barrier 
in receiving  government 
services. Any corruption -- 
no matter who commits it 
-- will be met with in harsh 
way,” he added.

TAKING BRIBE

Dinajpur passport 
office staffer held
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) yesterday caught 
an office assistant of regional passport office in Dinajpur 
while taking bribe from a retired school teacher.

An ACC team led by Assistant Director Ahsanul Kabir 
Palash, arrested Atikul Islam from his office, confirmed 
Pranab Kumar Bhattacharya, ACC’s Public Relations Officer.

When Atikul demanded Tk 3,000 to receive the passport 
application, the retired teacher agreed to the demand but 
also informed ACC to take steps in this regard.

Yesterday noon, while the service seeker was giving 
bribe to Atikul, ACC arrested him on the spot. 

Upon interrogation, Atikul admitted that he accepted Tk 
18,000 that were recovered, as bribe from service seekers.

ACC’s Deputy Assistant Director Md Saidur Rahman 
filed a case with ACC’s integrated district office in Dinajpur.

Meanwhile, ACC yesterday filed a case against Hilful 
Fujul chairman Rafikul Islam, its acting chairman Kabir 
Ahmmad Talukdar and chief executive Nurul Haque 
Biswas for allegedly misappropriating about Tk 149.17 
crore from state-run non-banking financial organisation, 
Infrastructure Development Company Limited (IDCOL).

ACC Deputy Director Mirza Jahidul Alam filed the case.
IDCOL secured loan from donor agencies and gave it 

to local NGOs at minimum interest rate. In 2006, Hilful 
Fujul, a local NGO, made a contract with IDCOL for loan 
to buy solar panels to provide solar power to rural areas.

ACC sources said IDCOL gave Tk 150 crore -- including 
Tk 16.4 crore as donation -- to Hilful Fujul for buying 
about 1,36,156 solar home systems. Till September 2014, 
Hilful Fujul paid only Tk 25.81 crore and misappropriated 
the due including interest, sources said. 

Try rape, sexual harassment
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said that despite the gradual rise in rape and other forms 
of violence against women and children, the preventive 
measures taken by the authorities concerned are inadequate.

“The incidents are happening one after another, but 
not a single effective legal measure is to be found,” added 
Rumee, also an assistant director of COAST Trust.

“The way the situation has turned into an epidemic, the 
coming days will be more unsafe for children if a social 
resistance isn’t formed along with legal steps,” she said.

Stressing the need for speedy trial for the violent 
incidents, Rumee urged law enforcement agencies to 
accept cases from the victims and arrest the culprits within 
the shortest possible time.

Momtaz Begum, chairman of Jatiya Mohila Sangstha; 
Shamima Akhter, chairperson of the National Committee; 
and Mustafa Kamal Akanda, coordinator of EquityBD, also 
spoke at the press conference.

On the occasion of the Rural Women’s Day, the National 
Committee will organise various programmes -- including 
rally, seminar, human chain and fair -- across the country 
today.

CU to form 
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VC Shireen Akhter said the 
education minister asked 
all heads of educational 
institutions to form the 
cells. “We are acting as 
per the direction of the 
ministry,” she said. 

Asked about the quality 
of food at dormitories, 
she said she was aware 
of the matter and would 
take steps to improve the 
quality of food. 

She added that the 
administration will take 
stern action against those 
who have illegally occupied 
seats at dormitories. 

Earlier, the VC inspected 
dormitories of the 
university and said there is 
no ‘torture cell’ at CU.

Man held for raping 
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SIX ARRESTED IN RAPE CASE OF TWO MINORS IN 

KHULNA

Two minors were raped in Digholia upazila of Khulna on 
Thursday. Police arrested six people in this connection on 
Sunday.

The arrestees are Iman Mollah, 20; Noor Islam, 22; 
Ramzan, 23; Habibur Rahman, 21; Mahbubur Rahman 
Sagar, 22; and Ratul Hassan Rabbi, 21. 

The main accused -- Limon, 24, and Bappi, 21 -- are on 
the run.

Father of one of the minors filed a case with Digholia 
Police Station on Sunday, accusing nine people.

Manosh Ranjon Gosh, officer-in-charge of Digholia 
Police Station, told The Daily Star that the incident took 
place on Thursday around 6pm. 

One of the girls went to visit her relative’s house in the 
upazila that day. She was with the other minor involved in 
the incident, who is her relative, said OC Manosh, quoting 
family members. 

In the evening, Iman Mollah, a local, took the girls to an 
orchard garden where Limon and Bappi raped them. The 
other accused helped the rapists, he said.

“After the case was filed, police arrested six of the 
accused on Sunday night from different places,” said OC 
Manosh.

The arrestees gave confessional statements after they 
were produced before a court yesterday. They were then 
sent to jail, the OC added.

The two victims were sent to the One Stop Service 
Centre of Khulna Medical College Hospital for medical 
examination yesterday.

Dil Monowara 
Monu no more
UNB, Dhaka

Senior journalist Dil 
Monowara Monu passed 
away at Birdem Hospital in 
Dhaka early yesterday at 68.

Monu was taken to the 
hospital with breathing 
complications. Doctors 
pronounced her dead 
shortly after arrival.

Her namaz-e-janaza was 
held at Jatiya Press Club.

Monu started her 
career in 1974 at “Begum” 
magazine, and later served 
fortnightly “Anayna” for 25 
years as executive editor.

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina expressed profound 
shock at the death.
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