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DIRECTED BY: Ajoy Kar
RELEASED ON: October 20, 1961
DID YOU KNOW: The famous stage scene, played by Uttam 
Kumar and Suchitra Sen, portrays the climax of the 
drama, Othello. The iconic bike sequence of this classic 
film turned out to be a template for many Bengali 
romantic tracks.
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By Reina Ahmed

BLAST FROM THE PAST

DIRECTED BY: Abrar Alvi
RELEASED ON: December 7, 1962
DID YOU KNOW: Sahib Bibi Aur Ghulam was submitted to 
the Oscars. It was turned down by the Academy on the 
grounds that, in the western culture, “a woman drinking 
is not taboo.” Shashi Kapoor was the first choice for 
the role of Bhootnath, but he didn’t get the role after 
showing up up two-and-a-half hours late for a meeting 
with Guru Dutt and Abrar Alvi.

DIRECTED BY: Howard Hawks
RELEASED ON: January 11, 1940

DID YOU KNOW: Director Howard Hawks adapted the story 
of His Girl Friday from the hit Broadway play, The Front 

Page. Actor Jean Arthur was the director’s first choice for 
the role of Hildy.

SAPTAPADISAHIB BIBI AUR 

GHULAM

HIS GIRL FRIDAY

Can you describe yourself in three words?
The only word I can choose to describe myself is humane. 

What is your favourite childhood memory?
I would say it’s from the time I did my first drama on BTV, and 
they applied makeup on my face. I was so excited that I refused to 
shower for three days, so that the makeup would not wash away. I 
even walked around my neighbourhood and shared my experience 
with anyone who would listen. 

If you could have any superpower, what would you choose?
I would like to have a power that would help me reduce the traffic 
in Dhaka.

What are the first three items in your bucket list?
Firstly, I would love to create a space for senior artists in the 
showbiz industry where they can continue practising their 
respective skills. Secondly, I want to take a step towards making it 
compulsory for schools to teach martial arts to female students. 
Finally, I want to build more cinema halls and encourage the 
development of the entertainment industry. 

If you could work with any international artist, dead or alive, who 
would you choose?
I would love to work with Rekha and Kajol Devgan. I am also a very 
big fan of Utpal Dutt.

What is your favourite place to visit?
Kolkata.

What is your favourite food?
Street foods in Kolkata are my absolute favourite. 

Who was your first celebrity crush?
Naila Azad Nupur.

What is your favourite movie of all time?
Sareng Bou.

If you could be any animal, what would you be?
I would choose to be a monkey as I would be able to move swiftly.
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