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Hilsa being loaded in a trawler at Dhalchar in Bhola for sending to Chandpur.  PHOTO: STAR

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A court here yesterday 
sentenced seven people 
to death for killing a 
man in 2014.

The convicts are Tofa 
Mollah, 26, Palash Fakir, 
32, and Siddique Khalasi, 
36, of Singardak village, 
Ershad Matabbar, 32, 
Nayem Matabbar, 35, 
and Anwar Mollah, 28, 
of Chandra village under 
Bhanga upazila, and Sirajul 
Kha, 27, of Amir Kharkandi 
village in Sadarpur upazila.

Faridpur District and 
Sessions Judge Mohammad 
Selim Mia also fined the 
convicts Tk 10,000 each, 
Public Prosecutor (PP) 
Dulal Sarkar said, adding 
that Nayem and Sirajul 
were tried in absentia. 

According to the case 
statement, Tofa called pick-up 
van driver Keramat Hawladar, 
son of late Shamsu Hawladar 
of Lohardia village in Bhanga 
upazila, over mobile phone 
on December 15, 2014. 

Later, Tofa in cooperation 
with the other convicts 
killed Keramat and dumped 
the body at Cholildia village. 

The following day, victim’s 
brother Ikram Hawladar filed 
a murder case with Bhanga 
Police Station accusing some 
unidentified people after 
police recovered Keramat’s 
body the same morning.

After scrutinising Keramot’s 
mobile number, police first 
detained Tofa, who confessed 
his involvement in the murder 
and also revealed the name of 
his other accomplices.

On December 7, 2015, the 
then Sub Inspector of Police 
Bureau of Investigation 
(PBI) SM Manirul Hossain 
submitted the charge sheet 
against seven people.     

Toxic liquor claims 2 more lives
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

At least two people died after taking 
spurious liquor in Kalihati upazila in 
the last two days.

The deceased are Gopal Chandra 
Paul, 35, and Ananda Chandra 
Paul, 52, of Betdoba Paulpara 
village in the upazila.

Meanwhile,  Tokon Paul,  35, 
another youth of the village, is 
now undergoing treatment at a 
hospital.

The trio took excessive alcohol on 
Tuesday, on the occasion of Bijoya 
Dashami, and fell sick, Officer in 
Charge of Kalihati Police Station 
Hasan Al Mamun said. 

Later, following deterioration 
of their condition, they were first 
admitted to Kalihati Upazila Health 
Complex on Wednesday and then 
referred to Tangail General Hospital 
the same night. 

Ananda was died on way to the 
hospital while Gopal died at the 
hospital yesterday morning.

M JAHIRUL ISLAM JEWEL, back from Bhola

Fishermen of Dhal Char in Charfashion under Bhola are often 
deprived of fair prices as they have to sell the perishable item 
in a hurry to middlemen due to lack of preservation facilities.             

There is no ice factory in the remote island without 
any electricity, and it is difficult for the fishermen to go the 
mainland, some 20 kilometres away, to bring ice, said several 
fishermen. 

“After reaching Chairman Bazar market in Dhalchar, we 
have to sell fish as quickly as possible. We would be able to 
bargain for fair price if we could preserve fish with ice,” said a 
local fisherman. 

The wholesale fish traders are also facing problem due to 
lack of preservation facilities.  

A one kg hilsa is sold for Tk 400 to Tk 600 while smaller 
ones are sold for much lower prices at Dhalchar. 

“A one-kg hilsa is sold for Tk 600 to Tk 700 at the wholesale 
market in Chandpur. From there it is sold to wholesalers from 
across the country for Tk 700 to Tk 900 and finally it is sold to 
customers for Tk 1000 to Tk 1200 in cities,” said Md Delowar 
Hossain, who regularly sends the fish from Chairman Bazar to 
Chandpur. 

There are about 30 wholesale hilsa collectors in three fish 
markets in the island.   

Fishermen go to the sea on small, medium and large 
trawlers. Four to five fishermen work on a small boat, six to ten 
on a medium boat and twelve to twenty on a large boat.  

In the ongoing peak season, a small fishing boat usually 
brings 200 to 300 hilsa after passing one or two days in the sea, 
a medium boat brings 300 to 600 fish, and a large boat brings 
over a thousand fish after passing three to five days. 

“To catch hilsa, we work hard during sun and rain, sometimes 
amid life risk during sudden rough weather in the sea. Sometimes 
we net plenty of fish but we can’t be delighted as the price falls at 
markets in the island,” said Abdul Jalil, a fisherman.

Most of the fishermen do not have fishing boats and nets of 
their own and so, they have to work on others’ boats for fishing 
in the sea. 

Abdus Salam, a wholesaler at Chairman Bazar, said he 
usually sends a trawler loaded with hilsa to Chandpur 
wholesale market twice a week and earn at least Tk one lakh 
on each journey. 

Fishermen denied fair prices as 
preservation facility absent

DHALCHAR IN BHOLA Seven to die 
for murder


