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Right now, we're going through an 80’s revival phase — or at least we are
at the end of that phase. However, modern themes are getting a little old.
It's the same thing just updated and recycled in a lot of cases. The sheer
amount of popular media that features oppressive dystopias taken down
by The Chosen One™ is kind of getting old at this point. If you look at
video games, tower climbing open world games are the vogue right now.
In fact, even here in Bangladesh, I've sat in many creative brainstorming
meetings where fresh ideas were shot down simply because they would be
unfamiliar to the audience. While many would point towards social media
being the solution to this problem as it lets anyone showcase their work,
we are yet to see how to turn “likes” into money when it comes to content
as exemplified by the need of Patreon accounts by many YouTubers.
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OPLAVWATCH

Audiobooks to Get
You Listening

FAIZA ADIL

[ mean, let’s be real, it takes a lot of

time and commitment to finish a book.
Especially amidst the teenage angst and
constant impending doom in the form

of pretty much any kind of responsibil-
ity. While taking the time to physically
read an actual book is a privilege and

an unmatched pleasure, sometimes you
just don't have the time. Whether your
patience is fleeting or you're just in a
god-awful reading slump, audiobooks
offer an alternative way to finish a book.
THE ILLUMINAE FILES BY AMIE
KAUFMAN AND JAY KRISTOFF

[t takes a few minutes to jump into the
flow of Illuminae. Imagine different voices,
tones, accents and even a near perfect
imitation of a malicious artificial intelli-
gence. Told through the perspectives of
video footage, audio logs, text messages,
and incident reports, Illuminae recounts an
attack on a mining planet in the distant
future and space refugees uncovering why
it really happened.

THE CALL BY PEADAR O GUILIN
There’s no better way to actually hear how
character accents sound in a book unless
it's being dramatically narrated to you.
The Call, set in Ireland, has characters
with thick Irish accents in an alternate
dystopian world where children disappear
for three minutes and reappear dead or
mutilated. Irish mythology and undiluted
horror merge perfectly in an eerie and
intriguing world where children fight for
their lives in alternate dimensions.
SCYTHE BY NEAL SHUSTERMAN
Utopian fantasies of immortality and pro-
longed life with enhanced technology are

a constant daydream for a lot of us. Scythe
delves into a utopian world where nobody
ever dies and deals with the overpopu-
lation in an interesting way - having a
group of trained people appointed to kill
without bias. The audiobook follows two
unwilling apprentices as they're trained to
be ‘Scythes.

SIX OF CROWS BY LEIGH BARDUGO
Humorous dialogues and vivid world
building make Six of Crows a perfect book
to listen to. Through narration, the story
centres around six hooligans, runaways,
and cryptic strangers that band together to
pull off a heist across the sea. With strange
people known as ‘Grishas’ that control
‘small sciences, the story revolves around
the six bandits as they attempt to pull off
a heist in a world full of secrets and lies.
HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSO-
PHER’S STONE BY J.K. ROWLING
Everyone’s heard of the Harry Potter books
and if you haven't read them yet, now's as
good a time as any. The original Harry Pot-
ter books are a staple for almost everyone
and the audiobooks are narrated to near
perfection. You're never too old to read
Harry Potter.

It sometimes takes considerable pa-
tience and habit to sit through a book.
Whether you're an avid reader or simply
never got around to reading these books,
listening to the audiobook will get you
started on what is sure to be a marvellous
journey.

Faiza enjoys the lazy company of her over-
weight cat and a mountain full of books
that she shouldn't have the time to read.
Help her add to her endless stack of books at
faiza2421 @gmail.com

APP REVIEW

Sleep. Focus. Meditate.

AFSARA KHAN
Platforms: iOS, Android

This is a very helpful app
for people who have
trouble falling asleep
or focusing on things
in general. Tide (Rat-
ed 4.5 on the Google
Play store and 4.9 on
Apple’s App store)
has a soothing mini-
malist Ul with a wide
range of background
sounds and white noise )\
to help you relax, med- |
itate and/or fall asleep. The
app has five sounds you can choose

from - Forenoon, Rain, Forest, Muse,
and Cafe. Forenoon is basically the
sound little waves make when a
boat glides through water.
Muse is soft, relaxing
piano music. The rest
are self-explanatory. It
provides a wide range
of features like tim-
ers, alarms and daily
quotes. This app
requires a bit more
storage compared to
other similar apps. It
also needs an internet
connection in order to
use it. Try out the differ-
ent modes to find out what
works best for you.



