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Visitors throng the Durgabari temple in Sylhet yesterday morning, marking Maha
Ashtami of the Durga Puja. Situated on top of a hill, the air around one of the oldest
temples in the city has been festive over the last few days which will continue till
tomorrow, until the immersion of Goddess Durga on Bijoya Dashami.

RANGPUR By-PoLLS

Ershad’s nephew, BNP

reject result

KoNGKON KARMAKER

BNP’s Rita Rahman and independent
candidate Shahriar Asif, who is HM Ershad's
nephew, have rejected the results of the
by-election to Rangpur-3 constituency,
bringing allegations of vote rigging.

Ershad’s son and Jatiya Party candidate
Saad Ershad won the by-polls on Saturday.
Saad bagged 58,878 votes while his nearest
rival Rita secured 16,947 votes, according to
election officials. Asif bagged 14,984 votes.

Returning Officer GM Sahatab Uddin
said the turnout was 21.30 percent.

Speaking at a press conference at her
residence in the town's Radhaballab
area the same night, Rita alleged that the
Election Commission has once again
proven it is not a nonpartisan organisation.

“The voter turnout was around 12
percent. How did it reach 22 percent within
5pm? Who cast the extra ballots?” she asked.
“We are rejecting the results,” she said.

She said the results were pre-determined.
“On Friday night, police conducted raids at
the residences of BNP leaders and activists,
which created panic among them. Also,
voter turnout was low as people did not
exercise their franchise enthusiastically
as they knew it will not be a free and fair
election,” she further alleged.

In the 2018 national election, Rita got
53,089 votes. She lost to Saad’s father and
late JP Chairman HM Ershad. Rangpur-3
(Sadar upazila) constituency fell vacant

after Ershad died on July 14,

Meanwhile, at another press conference
on Saturday night, Asif claimed that he
was ahead of Saad during the counting of
votes. “But suddenly he was announced the
winner,” he added. The meeting was held at
Asif's Senpara residence.

Contacted, the returning officer refuted
the allegations. “Voting was peaceful...
there was no report of violence or rigging,”
he told The Daily Star yesterday.

Asked about the police raid, Sajedur
Rahman, officer-in-charge of Rangpur
Sadar Station, also denied the allegations.
He, however, said, “Even if there was a raid,
it had nothing to do with the election.”

It was part of an ongoing drive against
corruption, drugs and other criminal
activities, the OC added.

The voting started at 9am and continued
till 4pm. A total of 94,006 out of 4,41,224
voters cast their ballots at 175 centres. Six
aspirants from different political parties
contested the by-polls.

Besides Saad, Rita and Asif, Kazi
Mohammad Shahidullah of Gono Front
got 1,662 votes; Touhidur Rahman Mondal
of Khelafat Majlish bagged 924 and Shafiul
Alam of National People’s Party got 611.

Rangpur is known as a stronghold of
JP. Ershad became lawmaker from there
in the national elections in 1991, 2008,
2014 and 2018. His widow Raushan Ershad
and brother GM Quader were also elected
lawmakers from the district.
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‘American Hospital’ struggles

to cope with patlents

The Central Skin and Social Hygiene Health
Centre, popularly known as American
Hospital, in the port city is struggling to

cope with the rush of patients due to lack of

adequate manpower, logistics and funding.

This public health centre, located at
Agrabad, caters around two lakh patients a
year through its outdoor service, where only
five physicians are posted.

It also lacks third and fourth grade
employees as 13 out of 18 posts have been
vacant for over a year, said officials. There
is no night guard at the health centre. The
MLSSs (members of lower subordinate
staff) have to perform the duty in addition
to their regular responsibilities, they added.

‘AMERICAN HOSPITAL

The health centre, one of the four in South
East Asia, was established by World Health
Organization (WHO) in 1956 to check
skin and venereal or sexually transmitted
diseases (VD or STD) among sailors,
said veteran dermatologist Prof Dr AQM
Serajul Islam, former head of dermatology
at Chattogram Medical College Hospital
(CMCH).

Having the largest sea port in the
region and frequented by foreign crews,
Chattogram was selected for the centre
as a full-fledged institute with a modern
laboratory and an outdoor service on 2.14
acres of land.

The centre examined and provided STD
treatment only to foreign crews in the
initial years. It later started examining and
providing treatment of both skin diseases
and STDs to locals when it started running
under the then central government.

In early years, foreign physicians and
health workers, mostly from the USA,
used to provide treatment to patients, and
so the health centre is popularly known
as American Hospital till date, said Prof
Serajul Islam.

Name of the centre spread further with
patients thronging there from the city and
different districts in the division after the

|| ARUN BIKASH DEY ||

.

] |
--._,____l---- ' II'|':'-

Y Ry

PORT CITY | ot

CHRONICLES

a ticket from the outdoor at Tk 5 around
8am and had been waiting for three hours.

“This place has a long-standing
reputation for treating skin diseases. ['ve
been here before with my relatives. It's
just that you have to wait for hours to get
treatment,” he said.

Due to manpower constraints and
funding, the health centre also lacks proper
monitoring and maintenance. Its boundary
wall had collapsed at different points.

“The wall got damaged due to calamities
in different times. But they are yet to be
fixed. Those points have become a safe
zone for miscreants, who often engage in

antisocial activities there,” said Saiful Islam,
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the previous one retired,” he said. “As a
result, only five doctors are available at
present to see over 600 patients per day,”
Dr Dutta added.

“We have a laboratory for conducting
five types of medical tests but the post of
bacteriologist is vacant for many years,” he
said. “Now a medical officer has to perform
the duty of a bacteriologist.”

No lab report can be issued without
signature of a pathologist or bacteriologist
or microbiologist, according to health
experts.

Dr Mahfuzur Rahman, former senior
clinical pathologist of CMCH, said a
medical lab cannot be run without the

Liberation War.

PRESENT SITUATION

Some 600 patients come to the centre
daily for treatment on an average now, said
officials.

During a recent visit, this correspondent
saw long queues at the outdoor service.
Often times, patients have to wait for hours
to see a physician.

Sajib Shil, who came from Chandanaish
upazila with skin infection, said he bought

store officer of the health centre.

If around 600 patients receive treatment
at the centre every day, a physician has to
see over 100 patients from 8am to 2:30pm.

“To deal with such a huge number of
patients day in, day out is exhausting for
a doctor,” said Dr Surajit Dutta, acting
director of the health centre.
hinders their ability to concentrate,” he
added.

“Besides, the post of senior consultant
has been vacant for over a year ever since

abovementioned specialists. “It’s not only
unethical, but also illegal,” he added.

Asked, Dr Hasan Shahriar Kabir, director
(health) of Chattogram division, said he is
aware of the crises at the health centre.

“At present, we do not have adequate
doctors to post there... we will get some
doctors after the posting of 39th BCS
cadres,” he said. “I will also write to the
health ministry to appoint and create new
posts of third and fourth class employees to
mitigate the crisis.”

“It also
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Renowned novelist Selina Hossain unveiled the book “Barir Golpo” at Dhaka Ahsania
Mission auditorium on Friday. Written by Ambassador Abdullah Al-Hasan, the
autobiography contains various events and experiences thorughtout 40 years of his
diplomatic service. Tahera Siddiqua Wahid, the book’s publisher, and Ambassador

AHK Morshed were also present, among others.
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opportunities.

The four-day residential entrepreneurship bootcamp
is part of BYLC's Youth Entrepreneurship Challenge,
supported by UK Aid and Manusher Jonno Foundation
(MJF), which aims to empower the youth to design unique
revenue generating business models.

Following the bootcamp and a rigorous assessment
process, the top five business ideas will receive seed funding
of Tk 8 lakh each, coworking space for a year, incubation
training for six months, and mentorship and networking
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