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One last effort to woo voters

Campmgmng ﬁ)‘r Rangpur—S by pﬂlls ends electwn Saturday

Ershad’s son and JP candidate Saad Ershad and BNP’s Rita Rahman campaigning in Rangpur city’s Mahiganj and

Station Road areas respectively.

KonckoN KARMAKER

With yesterday being the last day of
campaigning for the by-election to
Rangpur-3, candidates spent a busy
day visiting different neighbourhoods
in the constituency and trying to
persuade prospective voters.

The by-election is slated to be
held on Saturday. The parliamentary
seat fell vacant after HM Ershad,
Jatiya Party (JP) chairman and also
opposition leader of the House, died
on July 14.

According to election officials, all
sorts of campaigning will remain
suspended from 9am today. The
election day has been declared a
holiday in Rangpur.

Today, a mock voting using
electronic voting machines (EVM)
will be held at 175 centres from
10am to 4pm, added the officials.

“We have taken all-out preparation
for the by-polls,” GM Sahatab Uddin,
regional election officer in Rangpur,
told this correspondent yesterday. He
said they have already appointed 175
presiding and 2,046 polling officers

for the centres.

Besides, sufficient numbers of law
enforcers from different agencies
-- including police, Rab and BGB
-- along with executive magistrates
will remain deployed throughout the
polls day, Sahatab mentioned.

At least 49 centres out of 175 are
“extremely sensitive”, he said, adding
that a total of 4,42,072 people are
expected to exercise their franchise in
the election.

According to the district election
officials, six candidates of different
political parties including Jatiya Party
and BNP are contesting the race.

The constituency (Sadar upazila)
is considered the stronghold of JP,
the main opposition in parliament.
Ershad won all elections he took part
in from this seat following the end of
his military rule in 1990.

A total of six aspirants from
different  political parties are
contesting the by-polls. Among
them, three are actively campaigning.
Of the candidates, two are Ershad’s
family members -- his son and JP
candidate Saad Ershad and nephew
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Shahriar Asif.

Yesterday, they were seen
campaigning with their supporters in
Mulatol, Sen Para, Lal Bagh and Co
Bazar Intersection areas.

Talking to journalists, Saad said
he is optimistic about winning.
Throughout the day, no senior
leaders were seen beside him.

Asif, who is contesting as an
independent candidate, assured
residents of developing the
constituency, if elected.

Meanwhile, the election office in
Rangpur warned two of his supporters
for violating election code,

Another active candidate, BNP's
Rita Rahman alleged that other
candidates are wusing multiple
loudspeakers but election officials
were not taking any action against
that.

Asked, the regional election officer
said no one complained to him
regarding the matter.

Yesterday, some senior BNP
leaders were seen campaigning for

Rita in Station Road area.
SEE PAGE 4 COL 1
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Gandhi’s
150th birth
anniversary

celebrated

Our CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

The 150th birth anniversary
of India’s founding

father Mahatma Gandhi
was celebrated in Sylhet
yesterday.

Marking the day,
Assistant High Commission
of India in Sylhet
organised a programme
at the gymnasium of Abul

Complex.

Parliamentarian
Mohibur Rahman Manik
was present as the chief
guest while Assistant High
Commissioner of India
Shri Krishnamurthy was
present as moderator of the
programme.

At the event, a portrait
of Gandhi done by sixth-
grader Aninda Kundo of
Jalalabad Cantonment
Public School and College
was unveiled.

Mohibur Rahman said,
“Gandhi was a victim of
racism when he was in
South Africa, but he fought
against racism all his life.”

Subroto Chakroborty,
commander of Sylhet
Muktijoddha Sangsad; Dr
Arman Ahmed Shiplu,
deputy director of Ragib-
Rabeya Medical College
and Hospital; and Swami
Chandranathanand
Maharaj, principal of
Ramakrishna Mission,
spoke at the programme.

Police yesterday raided a businessman’s
residence
upazila and seized 2,000 pieces of yaba
pills, Tk 1.25 crore, and arrested him and
two of his associates.

The arrestees are
Mridha, 45, a mosquito coil businessman;
Md Mostafa, 35, and Manik Mia, 36.

A team of detective branch (DB) of
police raided his home in Rasulpur area
early in the morning and made the arrest,
said Mohammad Mizan, inspector of
Narayanganj DB police.

Maal Abdul Muhith Krira On
consignment of yaba would be delivered
at Jamal's residence, detectives beefed

in Narayanganj's Rupganj

Jamal Hossain

information that a large

Tk 1.25cr, 2,000 yaba pills seized
from businessman’s home

Our CORRESPONDENT, N'ganj up vigilance in the area from Tuesday

evening, he added. After the raid,
Muhammad
superintendent of police, visited the site.

Talking to journalists, the SP said Jamal
claimed that he is the owner of three coil
factories. But he could not produce any
legal document in this regard.

Mizan said Jamal also could not show
any legal source of the money. “After
primary inquiry, it can be assumed that
the cash was kept for laundering abroad.
Furthermore, we suspect that he was
involved in drug trade under the guise of
selling coils,” the SP said.

Police will produce them at court and
seek remand to dig out more information.
Filing of three cases was underway.

Harun-or-Rashid, district
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The arrested businessman along with seized money and yaba pills at the police
superintendent’s office in Fatullah yesterday.
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Farmer dies
of dengue
In Magura

336 new patients
hospitalised in 24 hrs

UUnB, Dhaka

Students of Rajshahi

University (RU)

‘TAKING BRIBE FOR RECRUITMENT

RU students demand
removal of pro-VC

OuR CORRESPONDENT, RU soon to investigate the allegations.”

VC Prof Abdus Sobhan could not be

A farmer died of dengue in
Magura on Tuesday night
while being shifted to
Faridpur Medical College
Hospital.

The deceased is Nazmul
Hossain, 30, from the
district’'s Sadar upazila.

Magura Civil Surgeon
Dr Pradip Kumar Saha
said Nazmul got admitted
to the Sadar hospital on
Saturday with dengue.

As his condition

deteriorated, doctors
SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

yesterday demanded removal of Pro-Vice
Chancellor Prof Choudhury Zakaria, after
an audio clip of a conversation surfaced,
where he was allegedly found involved in
“fixing money"” to recruit a teacher.

At least five spokespersons from three
student organisations Bangladesh
Chhatra Federation, Rucsu Andolon
Mancha and Bangladesh Sadharan Chhatra
Odhikar Sangrakkhan Parishad -- met
VC Prof Abdus Sobhan around 2pm and
placed their demand.

Abdul Mazid Antor of Rucsu Andolon
Mancha said, “We demanded immediate
removal of the pro-VC. But the VC assured
us that they will form a probe committee

attempts.

contacted over phone despite repeated

On Monday night, an audio clip of a
conversation between Prof Zakaria and wife
of Nurul Huda -- a job seeker --
on social media. In the conversation, Prof
Zakaria is heard introducing himself as
the pro-vice chancellor of RU, and saying,
“Please tell me; I am interested to know how
much money are you ready to pay? Please
tell the truth...”

In reply, the woman says, “... Sir, honestly
speaking. You know his (the candidate’s)
condition. Another thing, he is a person of
strict principles..."”

surfaced

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer
Education Engineering Department

Barishal Zone
xenbarishal@gmail.com

e-Tender Notice

Tender Notice No. 20/EED/BZ/Project Code: (224264100)/e-Tender/2019-20
Name of Project: Development of Selected Madrashas
e-Tender is invited through the National e-GP Portal for the following procurement of works.

Date: 01/10/2019

Bangladesh
for enhancing
South Asian
connectivity

Says law minister at Asia
Infrastructure Forum

StarF CORRESPONDENT

Law Minister Anisul Hug
yesterday said Bangladesh

Battery-run rickshaw drivers on

hunger strike in Barishal

Qur CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

Over a hundred battery-run rickshaw
drivers went on hunger strike unto
death yesterday in Barishal, protesting
Barishal Metropolitan Police (BMP)
and Barishal City Corporation’s (BCC)
decision to ban the vehicles from five
major roads of the city.

The auto-rickshaw drivers gathered
in front of Ashwini Kumar Hall in the
city, under the banner of "Battery-run
Rickshaw Sangram Committee”,

The drivers alleged that this ban will
cause woes for around 3,000 families.

Dr Manisha Chakrabarty, adviser
to the protesting committee, said,
the BCC and BMP have already
damaged 500 battery-run rickshaws
and the families of the drivers are now
suffering,

Dulal Mallik, one of the leaders of
the committee said, “If needed, BCC
can make new rules for the vehicles
but it is inhumane to ban those
altogether.”

Meanwhile, five roads of Barishal
city were made off-limits to battery-
run easy bikes and rickshaws
from October 1 for safe road
communication and to improve the
traffic situation.

The roads are Zila school to
Jailkhana mor, Kakoli mor to
settlement mor, Girjamahalla road,
Bhatarkhal to DC office crossing, and
City Corporation to Chawker Pole

crossing.
SEE PAGE 4 COL 2
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01 | MAD-01: Construction of 4- | 347904 | NCT, 27-0ct-2019 | 28-Oct-2019 | | 7.86 percent the previous
Storied Academic  Building OTM | 15:00 12:00 ?"Ea,.’bﬁ N—
with 4-Storied Foundation infc touched UPS[} 1,909. Now
Sanitary Water Supply & our USD 302 billion
Electrification =~ Works  at economy is moving
Beluhar  Nesaria  Alim 2‘;:2?; ;’:nh[ ';;gjzc "
Madrasha CoE-A at Agailjhara including the Tk 300
Upazila Barishal District. | | billion worth Padma

02 | MAD-02: Construction of 4- | 347905 | NCT, | 27-Oct-2019 | 28-Oct-2019 | | Bridec Tk jjﬂ'l‘é‘r';‘;g;““
Storied Academic Building OTM 15:00 12:00 ﬂ},{;vm; dozens of ’
with 4-Storied Foundation in/c economic zones and Payra
wankdly e Sppy & mﬁﬂ?agi’ tehsi?ihue
Electr{ﬁmtmn quks _at speaking on “Strengthening
Amboila  Keramotia  Alim Partnership to Drive Asia’s
Madrasha CoE-A at Agailjhara [nfrastructure Vision" at the
Upazila Barishal District. | |2 mticitE o

03 | MAD-03: Construction of 4- | 347906 | NCT, 27-0ct-2019 | 28-Oct-2019 The law fml;-,stér said
Storied Academic Building with 4- OT™ 15:00 12:00 regional cooperation
Storied Foundation in/c Sanitary between Bangladesh and
Water Supply & Electrification E:;gg?:;z:f ;Uglfl;: IEZDH
Works at Goyla Dakhil Madrasha during last 10 years from
CoE-A at Agailihara Upazila Bangladesh’s pro-active
Barishal District stance on enhancing

(helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).

GD-1624

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal
and no offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, registration in the National
e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required. The fees for downloading the
e-Tender document of following packages from the National e-GP System Portal have to be
deposited online through any registered banks branches. Further information and
guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP help desk
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Samir Kumar Rajak Das
Executive Engineer
Education Engineering Department
Barishal Zone

| | connectivity in South Asia.
“Bangladesh is playing
a leading role in the Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi
Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation
(BIMSTEC) which groups
together Bangladesh,
India, Maldives, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Nepal and
Bhutan in a forum for
multilateral cooperation.
Bangladesh is also a centre
point of different initiatives

that seek to connect
SEE PAGE 4 COL 1
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