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‘More people dying in road
accidents than epidemic’

Sultana Kamal says

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prominent rights activist Sultana Kamal
yesterday said road accidents have become
frequent in the country due to lack of
good governance, accountability and
responsibility among the government,
transport owners and workers.

She compared deaths in road accidents
to fatalities caused by epidemic.

“People are dying on the roads every
day. More people are dying in road
accidents than in epidemic, which
shouldn’t happen,” said Sultana, also
chairperson of Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB).

She made the remarks at a discussion
on passengers’ rights -- organised by
Bangladesh Jatri Kalyan Samity, a passenger
welfare platform -- at Jatiya Press Club in
the capital.

The platform arranged the event to
announce September 13 as “Passenger
Rights Day".

About the current state of passengers’
rights, Sultana, citing a recent report, said
about 10 to 15 people die in road accidents
every day across the country.

“If any of our family members goes out,
why should we have to worry about their
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safety? When women travel, they don't
know whether they will be able to reach
their destination without being raped or
harmed,” she added.

“Who will take responsibility for this
current state of affairs? Everyone is blaming
each other to avoid responsibilities, Lack
of good governance is the reason behind
this,” said the rights activist.

She alleged that the government
has no control over institutions and
administration, while transport owners do
not have control over the workers.

Sultana Kamal also suggested stopping
bus operations based on trips, banning
unfit vehicles and strictly implementing
traffic rules.

About generating public awareness, the
former adviser to a caretaker government
alleged that the Awami League-led
government has “utterly failed” to
encourage civic sense among people.

“We have turned into subjects... The
prime minister doesn't give us permission
to speak freely. If we speak our mind, it's
like feuding with the king,” she added.

Speaking on the occasion, lawmaker
Mayeen Liddin Khan Badal said VIPs violate

traffic rules more than general people.
SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

A worried Liton rubs his mother’s feet to provide some relief. She has been suffering
from fever for the last five days and was admitted to Mugda Medical College Hospital

with dengue on Thursday. The photo was taken yesterday.
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JCD's council obstructed as part
of blocking democratic process’

Khandaker Mosharraf claims

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP  standing committee member
Khandaker Mosharratf Hossain yesterday
alleged that the government was creating
obstacles to holding the party’s councils at
the grassroots level as well as not allowing
the council of their party’s student body.

“We have decided to hold councils at
the district and upazila levels to reorganise
our party, but we have learnt that we're
not being allowed to hold the council,”
Mosharraf said while speaking at a human
chain in front of the Jatiya Press Club. The
event was arranged by Swadhinata Forum,
demanding release of BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia from jail.
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With a plastic bag covering the child’s head -- used as protection from rain, a woman seeks alms on Mirpur Road. Right or wrong, life goes
on in the capital. The photo was taken yesterday at Technical intersection.

He said there is no favourable
atmosphere for politics now in Bangladesh.
"We are not allowed to exercise politics...
everything is being controlled by one
hand,” the BNP leader said.

Mosharraf said a Dhaka court issued an
injunction on holding the council of their
party’s student body, Jativatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD), which was scheduled to be held
today.

“We are trying to overhaul our party and
its associate bodies in a democratic manner,
but the government is trying to hamper our
democratic practice,” he added.

On Thursday, a court issued an ad-

interim injunction on holding JCD's
SEE PAGE 4 COL 2
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CLOCK TOWERS OF DHAKA
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Abdul Motaleb had never been
a fan of wristwatches. Then
again, watches were more of

a luxury for the 75-year-old
street vendor, which may have
compelled him not to wear any,

Every morning, the resident
of Keraniganj would set up his
shop near Johnson Road in old
town and stay there till evening,
selling various products.

Despite the aversion towards
watches, keeping time had never
been an issue for Motaleb, who
had been doing business in the
area for over three decades.

More importantly, he always
knew what time of the day it
was. But Motaleb had some
help along the way.

The nearby St Thomas'
Church, especially the clock at
the top of the structure’s tower,
was always there to help him
know the exact time.

“This clock tower not just
told time, it in a way guided us
with its constant presence while
sounding the hours audibly,”
Motaleb told this correspondent
recently.

The square clock tower with
an arch window still stands
tall. But the clock has been out
of order for over 10 years, and
Motaleb, like many others in
the area who once depended
on it, has resorted to cellphones
these days to know the time.

St Thomas’ Church is an
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Telling more than time
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The clock tower at St Thomas’ Church.

Anglican church. Anglicanism
is a Western Christian tradition
developed from the practices,
liturgy, and identity of the
Church of England.

Jonesh Loton, information
secretary of the Church of
Bangladesh, said the clock used
to ring every hour to convey the
greatness of God.

“This area used to be the
heart of Dhaka when the clock
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its top is crenellated.

Calcutta)
“Ours is nearly 10 years

building -- built in the style

of eastern churches -- was the
square clock tower, said Loton.
The tower rose in two stages and

“The clock was installed in
1863 by the same makers of
London’s famous Big Ben,”
said Loton, citing The Imperial
Gazetteer of India (July 1908,
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repair the clock in 2005 by
changing some of its parts,
but that did not work out as
they could not find a proper
mechanic. They are hopeful
that one day after repairment,
the clock will start functioning
again.

CLOCK TOWERS

A clock tower is a specific type
of building that houses a turret
clock and has one or more
clock faces on the upper exterior
walls. Many clock towers are
freestanding structures but they
can also adjoin or be located on
top of another building.

In the digital world of today
when mobile phones provide
us with the exact time anytime
anywhere, it is quite hard to
envision that not so long ago,
people of a city depended on a
clock tower to know the time.

Most cities and towns had
their own clock tower -- a
symbol of pride and identity
-- and many such towers were

Nagar Bhaban in Phulbaria.

was set up. One could see the
tower from afar,” he added.

According to Wikipedia,
construction of the church,
located on the east side of
Johnson Road, began in 1819
and was completed in 1821,
It was inaugurated on July 10,
1824,

The main attraction of this

younger to Big Ben. If you look
closely, you might even find
some resemblance,” he said
smilingly. “A mechanic used

to come by every week to look
after the clock. But after he
retired, the church authorities
could not find his replacement,

he added.
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built with love and care, which
eventually became architectural
masterpieces.

Dhaka was no different. The
capital boasts quite a few of
them.

CLOCKS AT NAGAR BHABAN
There are two clocks at the top
of Nagar Bhaban in Gulistan --

on the north and south side,
SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

Loton said they tried to

DEMAND FOR UPGRADING PAY SCALE
Primary teachers to form human
chains across country on Sept 19

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Teachers of government primary schools
will form countrywide human chains on
September 19 to press home their seven-
point demand, including upgrading salary
of headmasters to the 10th grade and that
of assistant teachers to the 11th grade.
Bangladesh Primary Teachers
Association (BPTA) leaders yesterday made
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the announcement at a press conference
at Bangladesh Shishu Kalyan Parishad
auditorium in the capital, after dismissal
of their proposal to upgrade salary by the
finance ministry on September 8.

Reading out a written statement there,
BPTA General Secretary Gaziul Haque
Chowdhury said that the human chains

will be formed in every upazila of the
SEE PAGE 4 COL 1
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