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‘Drug peddler’ killed | |, %
in ‘gunfight’

Our CORRESPONDENT, N'ganj

2

A suspected drug peddler was killed in a “gunfight” with
Rapid Action Battalion in Narayanganj early yesterday.

The dead -- Hridoy alias Gittu Hridoy, 30, of Sonargaon
upazila -- was accused in at least 15 arms and drug cases,
said Rab. Three people were also arrested during the
shootout, in Changrakandi area of the upazila.

Acting on a tip off, Rab members set up a check post
in the area on Dhaka-Chattogram highway to intercept
a consignment of narcotics, said Maj Talukder Nazmus
Sakib, deputy commander of Rab-11.

Around 2:45am, when the officials signalled a car to
stop, passengers of the vehicle opened fire, forcing law
enforcers to retaliate, he claimed.

Three persons got off the vehicle and started running, he
said, adding that Rab members chased and caught them.

A bullet-hit person, identified as Hridoy by the arrestees,
was found inside the car, Talukder said. He was taken to the
Upazila Health Complex, where doctors declared him dead.

The arrestees are identified as Kamal Hossain, 30, driver
of the car; Dollar, 28, and Selim, 32.

The Rab deputy commander said two constables got
shot but their bulletproof vests saved them.

A foreign-made pistol, two rounds of ammunition, five
sharp weapons and 500 yaba pills were seized from them,

the Rab official said.

Hridoy was an accused in over 15 cases including drugs,
arms, extortion and mugging, said Moniruzzaman, officer-
in-charge of Sonargaon Police Station. He was a listed
drug peddler and there was a bounty of Tk 10,000 for
his capture, he added. The Daily Star, however, could not
independently verify the claims.

in Azimpur area around noon.
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Members of Shia community brought out a Tajia procession in the capital on Tuesday, marking the holy Ashura. The photos were taken
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Nine killed in
road crashes

STAR REPORT

An upazila-level leader of
Bangladesh Chhatra League
and an elderly man were
killed and several were
injured, when a speeding
truck hit the human haulier
carrying them in Mirsharai
upazila of Chattogram on
Tuesday.

The deceased are Md
Mosharraf Hossain, 30; and
Delwar Hossain Alauddin,
60, said locals.

Firefighters rushed to the
spot and sent the injured to
different hospitals with help
of locals, said fire service.

The truck driver fled the
scene with the vehicle after
the accident.

Meanwhile, at least
seven people were killed
and nine injured in other
accidents across the country
in the last two days, our
correspondents report.

In Bagerhat, eighth-
grader Mohammad Alj,

14, was killed and two
other students -- Zobair
and Bappi -- were

injured when a pickup
truck collided with the
motorbike carrying them at
Sadar Chowrangi road in
Mollahat upazila yesterday.

Police said the accident
left all three critically
injured. Locals rushed
them to a nearby health
complex where a doctor
declared Ali dead.

Police are trying to catch
the driver, they added.

In another accident in
the district, three people
were killed and one was
injured, when two trucks
collided on Rampal Thermal
Power Plant Road in Rampal
upazila on Tuesday.

One of the deceased is
Yasin, 22. Identity of the
other two killed could not
be ascertained. The injured
was taken to a local health
complex, said police.

In Bogura, two people
were killed and four others
injured when a truck
overturned on a CNG-run
auto-rickshaw at Gohal
Bazar area in Shajahanpur
upazila on Tuesday, said
police.

The deceased are
Tofazzal Bari, 42, and
Nurul Islam, 45. They died
on the spot. The injured

were being treated at
SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

8 fingerprint scanners at
CMC snapped overnight

Happens on the day BMA called for token
boycott of biometric attendance

DEeatH OoF Crc DocCTOR

Charges pressed
against five

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Clg

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Chattogram

Doctors at Chattogram Medical College Hospital (CMCH) could not
register their attendance yesterday, as connections to eight biometric
fingerprint scanners at the Chattogram Medical College (CMC) were
snapped “mysteriously” the previous night.

The incident came on a day when the Chattogram chapter of Bangladesh
Medical Association (BMA) observed a symbolic abstention programme
from biometric attendance at all government hospitals in Chattogram,
protesting a government decision.

On September 3, the Directorate General of Health Services issued
a letter asking authorities concerned to send six months’ information of
biometric attendance of doctors, among other matters, for consideration of
promotion as senior consultant and junior consultant.

BMA leaders said they did not disconnect any biometric machine either
at the medical college or in the hospital.

On Tuesday, BMA leaders sent text messages to all doctors in Chattogram
not to put attendance through biometric system on Wednesday, as part of a
symbolic boycott, said sources.

However, doctors were present at the hospital and attended to patients.

“It is mandatory for all doctors at government hospitals to register
attendance through biometric system as per directive of the government. We
introduced the system in Chattogram Medical College and Hospital some
four months ago,” said Selim Muhammad Jahangir, principal of CMC. “The
system has been continuing since then.”

“I was informed that the connection of all the eight fingerprint scanners
at CMC were snapped on Tuesday night mysteriously,” he said, adding,
“Teachers and post-graduate students of CMC could not put in their
attendance today (Wednesday) for this reason.”

“l saw the machines, which were disconnected and covered with cloth,”

he said.
SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

Police have pressed charges in a case
filed with Chandgaon Police Station for
provoking Mustafa Murshed Akash, a
doctor of Chattogram Medical College
Hospital (CMCH), to take his life
following domestic issues.

Sub-inspector Abdul Kader,
investigation officer (10) of the case,
submitted the charge sheet against five
persons -- including Akash’s wife Tanzila
Haque Chowdhury Mitu, her parents and
younger sister -- to the court on Monday,
said Additional Deputy Commissioner
(Prosecution) Md Kamruzzaman.

The charge sheet will be seen by the
judge on next date of the case, he said.

A few days ago, Mitu walked out from
Chattogram Central Jail on bail.

Kamruzzaman said the 1O suggested
to drop the name of another accused
Patel -- an Indian citizen living in the
USA -- from the charges, as details about
him could not be gathered.

Akash, 32, was found dead in his
residence at Chandgaon residential area
on January 31. Before his death, the
physician posted a “suicide note” on his
Facebook profile.

Akash’s mother Jobeda Khanam
filed a case with Chandgaon Police
Station, accusing Mitu and five others of
instigating her son to take his life.

Arms smuggler arrested
with revolvers in Sylhet

Smuggled through border market in India’s Meghalaya

Our CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Police arrested a man with two firearms
from Bichnakandi area of Gowainghat
upazila in Sylhet on Tuesday afternoon.

The arms were smuggled into Bangladesh
from Lakhatbazar of India’s Meghalaya
state through a temporary border haat
(market) in the Indian side, said police.

The arrestee, Arab Ali, 36, smuggled the
arms with the help of another local man
and an associate in India, said Farid Uddin,
superintendent of police in Sylhet, while
addressing a press conference yesterday.

Police recovered two revolvers -- a .22
bore and a .32 bore -- from the arrestee.

The SP said, “We came to know about
the smuggling route after the Counter
Terrorism and Transnational Crime (CTTC)
unit of Dhaka Metropolitan Police arrested
three men with arms last week. Following
their finding, we started looking for the
involved syndicate members and finally
arrested Arab Ali with two firearms.”

On September 5, CITC arrested three
men -- Abdus Sahid, 40; his friend Ansar
Miah, 40; and their carrier Dolon Miah, 38 --
and recovered three revolvers. Interrogating
the arrestees, CI'TC came to know about the
route in Sylhet and Arab Ali.

Contacted, Jahangir Alam, additional
deputy commissioner of CITC unit, said

Arab Ali is an important accused in their
case. “We would submit a prayer to court
to show Arab Ali arrested in the case filed
with Jatrabari Police Station for further
investigation.”

“The border haat in Lakhatbazar
sits once every four days, and the arms
smugglers have been using the site for last
two years,” said SP Farid Uddin.

He said, “After interrogating Arab Ali, we
came to know that he smuggled 12 firearms
in the last two years and handed them to
Sahid, who was arrested earlier by CI'TC."

“A Khasia man -- named Barik -- running
a vegetable stall at the border haat, handed
over the arms to Arab Ali and another local.
They in turn, handed those to Sahid. We
came to know that Sahid was operating the
route,” said the SP.

SP Farid also said, “Arab did not know
that Sahid and two others were arrested;
police learnt of the route as he was in India
for the last couple of days. Arab Ali returned
with two firearms on Tuesday which were
supposed to be handed over to Sahid.”

“We have already raided the house of
another smuggler in the area but he is
on the run. We are looking for him,” the
SP said, adding that police has tightened
security on the route to the border haat and
will make sure that it cannot be used for
arms smuggling further.
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For Being Awarded as the “Best Educatiunﬁstit;ﬁ;ﬁf”_iﬁ_lﬁ' anj.

e BICYCLE GIFTING CEREMONY

I B3 sciootecoliess: Z. RAHMAN PREMIER BANK SCHOOL & COLLEG!
Chief Guest: Freedom Fighter Dr. H.B.M. Iqbal (Ex.M.P)

Honorable Fou

irman- Premier Bank, Premier Group & Premier Foundation

Premier Bank School and College in Kishoreganj. The founder chairman of the
bank, Dr HBM Igbal was chief guest at the programme where Dr JT Lee, CEO of

SCA Pacific, was also present. PHOTO: COLLECTED
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Appeal for help

Crry DEsK

Pragati Khisha, 48, a
computer operator
at Rangamati deputy
commissioner’s office,
has been suffering from
metastatic thyroid cancer.
He is undergoing treatment
at Apollo Hospitals in
India, says a press release.

Doctors have
successfully operated on
him and are hopeful of his
quick recovery. However,
his family has already
spent a large sum for his
treatment and Tk 5 lakh
more is required.

It is not possible for his
family to bear the expenses.

Bangladesh Chhatra
Federation is collecting
funds for his treatment.
Anyone wishing to help can
contact the organisation
or send contributions to
the bank account: Ripion
Chakma, 7017512828364,
Dutch-Bangla Bank
Limited, Rangamati or via
bKash to 01778936749.

Dr Belal dies

City DEsk

Rotarian Dr
Belal Samad
passed
away on .
September ==
6 at Emory “
Hospital in Georgia, USA,
after battling with different
health issues. He was 67.
Dr Samad left behind
his mother, sons Nafees
and Shabbir, grandchildren
and friends.
A social worker, Belal
will be remembered
for organising cataract
surgeries for poor patients.
His first janaza was held
on Sunday in Georgia. His
second janaza will be held
at Dhanmondi Eidgah
Mosque tomorrow after
Juma prayers, following
which he will be buried at

Banani graveyard.
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