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After the defeat of the Ottoman Empire, 
and with few exceptions, the Arab 
countries woke up to the Anglo-French 
fraudulent deception.

Syria was portioned off as France’s 
spoil of war; the French would soon carve 
modern day Lebanon out of Syria proper, 
thus laying the foundation for sectarian 
and ethnic demarcation lines. Lebanon’s 
apportioning confessional quotas for 
political representation doomed the 
country into periodic civil wars. Palestine 
was wiped off the face of the map and 
replaced with a militant and virulently 
racist, Zionist colonial settler entity that 
was born (in some measure) as a result 
of European guilt for their long history of 
anti-Semitism, a xenophobic sentiment 
that culminated in Germany’s genocidal 
crimes. Besides, sending millions of Jews 
to Palestine was also a backhanded way 
of reducing Europe’s Jewish populations. 
With the exception of the gas chambers, 
for the past 71 years Europe’s surviving 

persecuted Jews in stolen Palestine have 
been doing unto the Palestinians, their 
Semitic cousins, what was done unto 
them across Europe.

Out of the expansive Hijaz region, 
Sykes, Pico, and later Winston Churchill 
formed Trans-Jordan, Iraq, and several 
protectorates, including Kuwait, Oman, 
Bahrain, and other fiefdoms.

To illustrate the cavalier manner in 
which the new national boundaries were 
drawn up, while working on Jordan’s 
eastern boundary, Churchill is said to 
have accidentally moved his elbow on the 
drafting table; unbeknownst to him, he 
pushed a pencil along the paper’s surface, 
thus leaving a straight line. Realising 
what he had just done, he quipped 
the following: “Gentlemen, I have just 
formed the eastern border of Jordan.” 
And when the news that “he created 
Jordan with the stroke of a pen” became 
widely circulated, he wore this charge as a 
badge of honour.

Churchill’s racist and bigoted 
sentiments include the following: as a 
onetime Hitler admirer, he bragged that 
“the Aryan stock is bound to triumph.” 
One solution he advocated to subdue 
Iraqi insurgents exposes his deep-
seated racist nature: “I am strongly in 
favour [sic.] of using poison gas against 

uncivilised tribes.” His xenophobic 
statement about Indians: “I hate Indians.” 
He referred to Arabs as “dirty desert 
niggers”, and to Palestinians as “barbaric 
hordes who ate little but camel dung”; 
and he “cheered Britain’s plan for more 
territorial conquests.” To suppress 
Iraqi uprisings against brutal British 
occupation, in the 1920s and 1930s 
Churchill ordered the British air force 
to drop tons of mustard gas on Iraqi 
civilians, killing them by the thousands.

There’s no doubt that Churchill 
was inculcated with everything that is 
pathologically Anglo-imperial arrogance, 
a kind of Trumpian view of non-
European nations.

Like their Palestinian counterparts, 
the Kurdish population of Kurdistan saw 
their homeland carved up into Sykes-
Pico parcels apportioned to Iran, Iraq, 
Syria, and Turkey. And much like the 
refugees of Palestine who’ve experienced 
ostracism, exploitation, marginalisation, 
and genocide by the Israelis and some of 
their so-called Arab brothers, the Kurds 
of Iraq, Iran, Turkey, and Syria have been 
marginalised, abused, dispossessed, and 
brutally murdered by their fellow Muslim 
brothers.

For gassing the Kurds and Iranians 
with U.S. made chemicals (a business  
transaction orchestrated by Dick Cheney), 
Saddam Hussein was rightly condemned; 
and eventually he was hanged in a 
primordial display of revenge. For gassing 
Iraqi civilians, Winston Churchill was 
decorated and lauded for his service to 
the British Crown.

Suffice it to say that prior to and 
during the 2003 rape of Iraq George 
Bush, the Mission Accomplished war-
dodger, surrounded himself with a group 
of Zionist neocons more interested in 
advancing Israel’s interests at the expense 
of America’s interests. Having destroyed 
yet another Arab country, Bush’s 
underlings, including Paul Wolfowitz, 
Richard Perle, Douglas Feith, and Eliot 
Abrams, in cahoots with other like-
minded characters, placed Syria in the 
cross-hairs of America’s war machine. 
North Korea, Iran and Syria were the new 
antichrist. That Axis of Evil had to be 
destroyed. Will Iran and North Korea be 
next?

Fast forward to June 12, 2012: 
what started out as an isolated small 
demonstration against the Syrian 
government soon mushroomed into 
a full-fledged nine-year civil war. And 
much to Israel, Saudi Arabia, and other 
Persian Gulf actors’ glee and support, 
the Syrian government lost the upper 
hand. Instead of decreasing tensions, 
Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton were 
drawn into the fray, and soon became 
complicit supporters. If only Syria’s Assad 
were deposed, went the official policy, 
then peace, harmony and a Jeffersonian 
democracy would emerge in Syria.

The best laid plans rarely materialise.
A morbidly virulent Caliphate reared 

up its monstrous head in Syria and 
Iraq, and for a few years the genii, set 
loose by chaos and foolish regional and 
international miscalculations, devolved 
into some of the most bizarre atrocities 
and dastardly barbarities of modern 
times. the Obama/Hillary extension 
of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan in 
the form of drone strikes (which killed 
thousands of innocent civilians) streamed 
into Syria and has no doubt set the 
stage for the ongoing Turkish carnage 
against the Kurds, victims of American 
false promises, Turkish nationalism and 
expansionism, Syrian policies vis a vis the 
Kurdish minority, and an abandonment 
by the United Nations, at best an 
impotent body serving the interests of the 
superpowers.

Postscript: A caveat for all future 
entities that might partner with the U.S. 
military. That alliance is transitory; once 
American politicians find it expedient to 
leave, they will desert you and leave you 
as fodder to the wolves. The Vietnamese, 
Kurds of Syria, and the Shiite of southern 
Iraq are excellent examples. Another 
prime example was the U.S. pledge 
to guarantee the safety of Palestinian 
civilians after U.S. troops pulled out of 
Lebanon in 1982. 

To date no one has been held 
accountable for the murder of some 
2,000 Palestinian women, children and 
aged men, penned up in refugee shanties 
and summarily murdered. Even the 
animals were not spared, a Mark of Cain 
crime more heinous that its original 
prototype. The reader is urged to read 
Robert Fisk’s news reports.

The seeds of discord, ethnic/religious/
sect/class identities, and the divide and 
conquer policies of all modern empires 
are still unfolding in former colonies 
such as Sudan, Somalia, Yemen, Palestine, 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Syria, Kurdistan, 
the former Burma, and most recently, 
Kashmir.

War-loving invaders beware: It is much 
easier to wage war than to avoid it. Once 
started, a war is akin to a sink hole that 
sucks one into its bottomless pit.

And finally, the innocent will, as they 
always have, be bought, sold, bartered 
for/over, and slaughtered to appease 
the hegemonic powers who, instead of 
wearing their Marks of Cain as Marks of 
Shame, wear their arrogance and brutality 
as marks of Pride and triumph.
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Much like the refugees 
of Palestine who’ve 
experienced ostracism, 
exploitation, 
marginalisation, 
and genocide by the 
Israelis and some of 
their so-called Arab 
brothers, the Kurds 
of Iraq, Iran, Turkey, 
and Syria have been 
marginalised, abused, 
dispossessed, and 
brutally murdered by 
their fellow Muslim 
brothers.

January 1919 British Foreign Office 
memorandum summarising the wartime 
agreements between Britain, France, Italy 
and Russia regarding Ottoman territory.
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