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Chevening Scholarships recipients with British High Commissioner to 

Bangladesh Robert Chatterton Dickson. PHOTO: COLLECTED

CITY DESK

Applications for Chevening Scholarships to study in the UK are open until 
November 5 2019, with those to be submitted via www.chevening.org/apply.

Chevening Scholarships are awarded to individuals with demonstrable 
leadership potential who also have strong academic backgrounds, says a 
press release of British High Commission in Dhaka.

The scholarship offers full financial support for future leaders to study 
for any eligible master’s degree at any UK university whilst also gaining 
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Security guards of building 
beat up Rajshahi journo
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Guards of a commercial building assaulted 
the Bengali daily Kaler Kantho’s Rajshahi’s 
bureau chief Rafiqul Islam at the New 
Market area in the city yesterday.

Police arrested five guards of the building 
named “Omor Theme Plaza” after Rafiqul 
accused them in a case filed with Boalia 
Police Station.

The accused attacked Rafiqul while he 
parked his motorcycle on the footpath in 
front of the building, police said.

Journalist leaders, however, claimed the 
incident was more serious. 

In a joint statement, Rajshahi Union 
of Journalists President Kazi Shahed 
and General Secretary Tanjimul Haque 
demanded that law enforcers investigate 
whether the attack was pre-planned and an 
attempt on Rafiqul’s life. 

They said Rafiqul wrote more than one 
report against the owner of the building 
-- lawmaker Omor Faruk Chowdhury -- in 
last one week.

The lawmaker, meanwhile, apologised 
over the attack.

“It is very unfortunate that it [the attack] 

happened; it was beyond my knowledge,” 
Chowdhury, an MP from Rajshahi-1 
constituency, told The Daily Star.

The lawmaker said he saw the attack on 
CCTV footage and had talks with Rafiqul. 
He said he dismissed the guards from their 
jobs. 

Rafiqul Islam said, one of the guards 
started hurling abuses at him as soon as 
he parked his motorcycle on the footpath, 
far from the building’s main entrance. 
The guard started beating him when he 
protested, Rafiqul added. 

Later, other guards joined in beating 
him with sticks. He ended up with bruises 
on the right side of his head, right hand 
and left leg.

Locals and journalists who rushed to 
the scene, upon hearing the news, rescued 
him and took him to Seroil Police Outpost 
nearby.

Police arrested the guards -- Sayeed 
Ali, 28; Jamal Hossain Munna, 27; Abdul 
Hakim, 48; Nahid Hasan, 20; and Sany, 22.

“Some of the guards knew me. One 
of them once threatened me of dire 
consequences for writing against the 
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ROAD ACCIDENTS 

5 killed, 38 injured in a day
STAR REPORT

At least five people were killed and 38 
injured in road accidents across the country 
yesterday, our correspondents report.  

In Thakurgaon, Sefali Begum, 35, was 
killed and 16 were injured when a bus hit 
an electric pole and fell into a roadside 
ditch in Sadar upazila.

Shariful Islam, one of the passengers, 
said after passing Bangabandhu Bridge, 
the bus driver started driving recklessly 
and ignored repeated requests to drive 
properly. 

When the bus reached near Thakurgaon 
BGB headquarters around 4am, its driver 
lost control of the vehicle and fell into the 
ditch after hitting a pole. Sefali died on the 
spot. 

On information from locals, firefighters 
went to the spot, rescued the injured and 
took them to Thakurgaon Sadar Hospital 
where they are being treated. 

Police seized the bus but its driver fled 
the scene.

In Lalmonirhat, Mamun Islam, 35, a 
truck driver, was killed and at least 20 were 
injured when a bus and his truck collided 
in Barakhata area of Hatibandha upazila, 

said police, quoting witnesses. 
Both the vehicles were speeding and 

police seized them. They took the injured 
to different hospitals, police added.

In Bagerhat, Maria Akhtar, 8, was killed 
and her parents were severely injured as a 
bus and rickshaw-van collided on Khulna-
Bagerhat highway in Fakirhat upazila, said 
police. 

After the accident, the van driver Karim 
Sheikh, 40, his wife Aisha Begum, 35, and 
their daughter Maria were seriously injured.

Locals sent the injured to Khulna 
Medical College Hospital, but Maria died 
on the way there.

The bus drive fled with the vehicle after 
the accident.

In Mymensingh, Fazlu Mia, 50, and 
Alal Uddin, 70, were killed when a truck 
skidded off the road and ran them over in 
Signboard area of Trishal upazila around 
6am, said police, quoting locals.

Both died on the spot. Police recovered 
the bodies and handed them over to their 
families, they added. 

Police seized the truck but its driver and 
helper fled the scene. A case was lodged in 
this connection.

This being the season of wood-apples, a man is seen plucking the fruits from a tree. The photo was taken from 

Najirmahalla area in Barishal city yesterday. 
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Khulna doctors 
protest assault 
on colleague
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Doctors of public and private hospitals 
of Khulna observed work abstention 
yesterday, protesting assault on a fellow 
doctor by relatives of a patient.  

One Ripon Hossain was allegedly 
a victim of maltreatment at the city’s 
Khalishpur Clinic and Diagnostic Center. 

After Ripon died on Sunday, his 
relatives and friends beat up on-duty 
physician Dr Md Sujuddin, said witnesses.

Doctors observed the abstention from 
11am to 1pm, and demonstrated on 
Shaheed Milan premises in the city.

They also handed a memorandum 
to Khulna’s deputy commissioner and 
Metropolitan Police commissioner.

Sonadanga police rescued Sujuddin 
and admitted him to Khulna Medical 
College Hospital on Sunday. 

Mujahidul Islam, owner of the clinic, 
claimed that physicians tried their best to 
treat Ripon but failed. 

Sujuddin filed a case, accusing several 
people. Sonadanga police also arrested 
two persons yesterday in connection.

ASSESSMENT OF PUBLIC EXAMS

HC orders formation 
of rules for students 
with disabilities
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court has directed the government to formulate 
the rules for the assessment of answer scripts of students 
with disabilities in public examinations, preferably within 
three months.

Secretaries to the ministries of education and social 
welfare, chairpersons of all education boards and their 
exam controllers have been ordered to formulate the rules 
in light with the relevant sections of the Persons with 
Disabilities Rights and Protection Act, 2013.

The HC bench of Justice FRM Nazmul Ahasan and 
Justice KM Kamrul Kader came up with the directive in a 
full text of a verdict which was announced on August 22. 
The full text of the verdict was released recently after the 
judges signed it.

The bench delivered the verdict following a writ petition 
filed by Supreme Court lawyer Mostafizur Rahman. 

Mostafizur’s son AFM Mostafa Masud, a student with 
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Police arrest 
two for 
murder in 
Savar
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Police have arrested two 
men in connection with 
the murder of Sheikh 
Farid Alom, a 32-year-old 
microbus driver in Dhamrai 
upazila outside Dhaka.

Alom used to drive 
rented microbuses for 
different sub-inspectors of 
Dhamrai Police Station for 
the last couple of months. 
He was killed near his 
house in Chandkhali area 
when he was returning 
home from the police 
station around 12am 
on September 1, said 
investigators.

Police said they have 
learned the motive behind 
his killing after arresting 
the victim’s cousin, Saiful 
Islam and his associate 
Shahjahan.

Quoting arrestees, 
Kamal Hossen, inspector 
(investigation) of Dhamrai 
Police Station and 
investigation officer of 
the case, said, Saiful and 
Shahjahan both admitted 
to killing Alom because 
they had feuds with him 
over loan money and sand 
lifting business.

They had both taken 
loans from the victim, and 
Alom was putting pressure 
on them for the money. 
Saiful said he had engaged 
in an altercation with 
the victim about a year 
ago over the sand lifting 
business.

The both gave their 
confessional statements 
under Section 164 before 
a Dhaka court last Friday, 
said the inspector, adding 
that the court later sent 
them to jail. 

“The arrestees 
mentioned that five other 
people were involved in the 
crime,” said Kamal, “Drive 
is underway to arrest the 
other culprits.”

GRAFT ALLEGATIONS

Section of 
teachers 
back JU VC
JU CORRESPONDENT

A section of teachers of 
Jahangirnagar university 
yesterday brought out 
a silent procession on 
campus, protesting 
allegations of corruption 
and irregularities brought 
against the vice-chancellor 
and her family members.

Under the banner of 
Bangabandhu Shikkhok 
Parishad, which is 
considered a forum of 
teachers backed by the VC, 
the teachers brought out 
the procession from the 
university’s Social Science 
Faculty premises around 
11:30am, which ended in 
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MURDER OF DRIVER

Police recover 
abandoned 
pistol from 
Sitakunda 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Police have recovered a 
pistol which they believe 
was used in the murder 
of prime mover-trailer 
driver Shahjahan Saju, 
an employee of Tahsin 
Enterprise, from the forest 
of Sitakunda upazila in 
Chattogram early yesterday.

Sub-inspector (SI) 
Saiful Alam of Sitakunda 
Police Station, also the 
investigation officer (IO) 
of the murder case, said 
based on the confession of 
the lone accused Masum, 
a worker of the enterprise, 
police seized the firearm in 
abandoned condition from 
Kalu Shah Shrine area of 
Sitakunda.

Police took the accused 
to the arms recovery drive, 
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